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When Baguio betlurrttr u ltulllr'p't.ttttrl
Igorots on Luzon lcrl 1111111511;111n ,l
rlfugees through thr: jrtrrgll to "trlr'l\

ll7 Sror.ru,v CnRtrot.l.

T MET Sutr;l:nN t l,rtrrr't l"rt' r' I'
I Lindqtrist itr :t srrr;rll lrlrl'rrr"
villacc. \'ort lt:rrl l() sr'(' llr'rl r rl

lo,l.'i,, lrt'lit'vt'it lt rr'rs 't ' ltttt' l'
and a fcw hottst's,;ttttl 't vtll'tt"'
s(luJr('.'Arr irr, r',',lil,lt r'"11" lt.lt rrl l'r rr

rlle wlrlkcrl lltr so ( 'lll( (l \ltr I l"
i'hc u.',rtrl,'wcl. wllilr.' 'rt,l ' l

low, 'and lrtowtt. :tll llrr' "'ll"'
colors and *1111t1' ttl lltt' lt';t lrrttt's

They walkt'd ttp ;trrrl rlorrtt llt'
dirt roads of llt<' tt'wrr :titttlr':slr '

as if they didn't lrt:lorrQ llr('t(" 'rs

if they wcre waitillu lr) lll('\( .tl
The place had tlrt' illll)('l lll'rlr.rrl
air oi a sumlner r('s()rl, ttl ttl :t

railroad station.
Not twenty milcs l'rotrt lls ir) tlr('

hills above this villaqc :I qr(':Il

battle was going ()n firr a t:itY

named Baquio. All tlrr'sr' pt'o1'lt'

had becn 12[611 ottl o[ lllc lrills:rrll
out of Baguio, ilncl tht:y wt'rt: t-t'sl-

ing temp6rarily in tlris villagt: lx'-

fore being shifted to other parts of

the island of Luzon'"^'Td: had been evacuated over

, tortuous and terriblc mountaln

.J;;'i;;;;- as th" Baguio. Trail'
tn"v had been evacuated largely
;;;t.h the efforts of Sergeant

i-l""d"";t". He is a tall fellorn' with
i""i'"i'itl"--r"g- and cxtremely^

l".r?a .r.,.rra.ii' wt sat in one of

ilrJ-iirlrg. t,ritaittgt and talked'

ift. S"te""urlt is not a voluble man;

,." ft"a t" Plague him r'vith ques-

i;;rl B";-,[. on'*"tt You. \ryould

oct \^'ere extrcmely worthwnlte'
loi ,ft.. a while it rvould dawn on

vou that this tall, thirr non-com'

i# ;;il Jo'''o' of the Baguio

ttuit, *ut doing one of the amaz-

ing jobs of the r'r''ar'

Bur ssFoRE You can be irnPrcssed

trv*the S..g"u.ti" activities you. have

to know i littt. about the ctty ol

nisht.- 
tn this citY in the summer

n..f.la'it. faritastic international
;;;; "i lr{anila -Russians' 

SP^an-

i;;;l A*.;ica.s, Germans' chi-

"di;;;;"se, 
Portuguese, Swedes'

Esvoiians, Swiss, and Fiftlinos'
iilLl--*"'lu go uP there for the

u"i"rjr. iri. tpoits, ind the politics'

I've seen arChitectural plarrs ot tne

citv of Baguio, and I've seen aerlal

,nlrae*Ph. of it taken before we

5#i"E-ti""ing it off the maP' It
*rrst hu'u" been beautiful'"';;;"1il;gain, in the month-of
aJ.ir. *nil.'the'great battle for

d;;i. *"t i" Ptogtttt' I :u*' *S
citi it-self from an ad;otntng rult

*hi"h th" 33rd Division had lust
;;k;,,. 

'i';"; it through 3 Puil "l
captured' .]ap binoculars' lt lookeo

t-itl the AcioPolis, like a hunk of

ir*f."" Uittnaiy cake scattered over

;t,;^ htllttd;' The o"ce lovelY citY

;" B;guio'-'ah Baguiol-was in

Baquio."*i."r-fifioino will tell You that
Maia wai a beautiful citY belorc

the war. But he will tell You., wrtn

".ia. ;t his eYes, that Baguio was

tnce the mosl beautiful citv in tne

ffi#;";H. r"'Mu"itu, ihe.f ilil
"i".- t^n, ;' l'tanila rvas beautiful'"
ili"i;'B"g"io thcv saY' "Baguio
.-ah Baguio!"

ii-*"it have been $omething' It
ti.."unp*"i*ately in thc center of
thc itidrrd of Luzon, 150 rniles or so

,U1". frf""ila. Before the war' in
l;;';";;"., rvhen the heat and

ii* rr"*iaitY around lv{anila
would becorne too rnuch for the

;rtiii;rt to bear, Baguio would lre-
'."*" ttt. summer 

-caPital of tht'
Philiopine governtnent' It rvas a

;hid'city, beautifullY laid out'
$,ith ereai qardens and sports s.ta-

diumi' and buildinqs of (irecian

ruins.'*fot *..ft our artillerY had been

.";;;i"; the citY on the hill until
iiirrt-"trititg *ot" than rubble'
w;';";; uo,ridittg it for the best

oi r.uro*t it was full otJaPs'
And vet. all the time that battlc

*"*"nti"n'on, in the midst of a]l

ii-,I ii. i"a artillery fire, at the

r*tt?.*."t I was iooking at. the

-ir,i,,i .ir'v through the binocrrlars'

an unbelievable thing was golng on'

AU duu long and all night lve were

takine'civilians out of Ilaguio' rrgnt

throu*qh the .|aP lines and under

;il Iil nosei, 
'tight through.the

fr;; it;k both sid?s and safe into

;;;;" lines. Somewhere in that
;;; f"gt. or"r the hillsides which
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line. It was in the hills, sheltered-fro* 
tn. heat, alwaYs just warm
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I could see through thc glasses was
the Baguio Trail, and at the end of
it the village, the domain of Ser-
geant James Patrick Lindquist.

In the village the most con-
spicuous people of all were groups
of strange little natives-brorvn,
dark, huskv, always smiling. "Igo-
rots," Lindquist told me, "You
can't miss 'em." The Igorots are
the elusive little people of the hiils,
the equivalent of our own hill-
billies. The lvomen rvear gaily-
colored skirts and the hren nothing
but hats and g-strings. The Japs
had been partic.ularly tough on
them, had taken away their food,
their pigs and chickens, and had
butchered whole families.

We had liberated them when we
started the Baguio campaign. They
had been brought down from the
embattled hills, hundreds of them,
do\r,n to this village where the
Americans were feeding them and
giving them shelter.

.They are a good people. "Fun-
niest thing about this whole busi-
ness," Lindquist told me, "of all
the people r+'e'ye taf<en out of the
hills--and I guess we could form a
League of Nations r,r,-ith what we've
taken out--the olrly ones who've
expressed any gratitude at all are
these Igorots."

They are the ones who acquaint-
ed us with the Baguio Trail in the
first place. When the trattle in the
hills of Luzon started, after rve
moved in from the Lingayen Gulf,
the town of Baguio was still full of
the summer civilian crowd from
Manila. Many of them had gone
up there as soon as 'ne invaded
Luzon from the south, figuring
that there wouldn't be much fight-
ing in the hills. It was too bad that
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$o many of thern picked Baguio
because it turned out to Lrc ont:
of the worst battlefields of thr:
campaign. \then u,e trainccl orrr'
guns on it rve knew just how rrrarry
civilians were in the rvay, lrut
Baguio had to be taken. Whcrr
the Igorots told us about thc trail
we salv there was a chancc ol'
getting tleose civilians out of thc
place. Lindquist rvas one of tht-'
men put on the detail, and it
wasn't long before we had a systern
working.

Iir\cr{ DAY in Baguio ccrtain
groups of these civilians would
stray to the edge of the town. They
would carry light provisions with
them, as unobtrusively as possible.
They would approach the Jap sen-
tries at the outskirts of town, ancl
they would bribe their way out. A
Jap sentry is usually a great one
lbr bribes. For a piece of jewelry
he will forget his holy allegiance to
the Emperor. One Spanish woman
lvho had come out of Bagrio tolcl
me she had given a Jap sentry
her wristvvatch. "*Ie rolled up his
uniform sleev'e to strap it on," sht:
said; "and I could see that his
whole arm- was covered with 'rvrist
rvatches." Sometimes the sentries
would not place so high a price on
the trusiness of looking the other
rvay. Sometimes they would listen
to reason for a few camotes, those
Filipino sweet potatoes rvhich thc
Japs love.

The civilians rvho g<lt by the
seiltrie$ rn'ould make lbr an ap-
pointed spot in the hills. There
were actually {ive paths leading
from the edges of tou,'n to the main
trail. They could take any one of
these paths. Once they got to the

CORONE T

tr- ,l

I!t\ \h
*' V<tzt*V-V- \/\, -. q\-,

t*
[ ,rru,n trail they would find lqorot ones [r'm cxhausl-i.tt' St:vcr:il lt'll

t il,ru;';;';rs l".itth[i1i;* [T^:]"-;lT-t'i** rXt{ii"H#:iI lcad them over I

lrrailtothen*t'iL,'-'r'iils--andtht';t;;i;;downbclow'sevcral
I tiberation' The oii'*t'rJ- r-*t *tt"";;;ilo"t1vi1's'sentries' and

I ;*,,ft,."?',:1" il,','f"iq:riT,! i+5"*.:*iil"lli:iit*:.iT
I nti:'j;[:; x' ,*r ffi-,.;'dq lf:}#1H"'""r"ot theslrerugees

I l"se,',ds. It is not'fi" ;;; of-trail *"J;;;J ltt tnt wav over the

I .hat vou or I "orrtd"rJ.iilin" 
a"tt' tt'ii' i;;-;;;for pound' the Igorot

I tt is something rii" 
-^t""r;^i'ai" i* """ t'r 

tr't strongest people in the

I rrail. but the j.,"slel';f 
^;i-fr'il- 

f"':;iJ 
An lgorot woman (average

t 'i],*'^" firfig:'xxt*hl.g [$*uti"*:l]Ii ffl' :f,:v'

I rhefoliageg""'i'it'iH*ti^"Ln"t' 
hills' When it became necessary'

I *::' .ff:",r ^ri:i-r,#i: Hit [*i** :,;i"*"#'*5*"]l
I ;;" i"."Jtt, and Peculiar Pestr- 1'
I i",r""r. There ^re"'5ii"*f"'ipi"t '"$rll#l; old children are known

I ;lffi t-rr"-ttuil,, hidden bv- d'ense .-,'i""J rirr"ked u, the way..over

l t#",'-1"1';',J:*"T !:,lt"Tji1{: 1il"'^1*"'-.i" tn' rittre virrage

t edee-vou rvill t;; fi.*;;t'loot' oi'rir""ii"" I rnet an American

I tit<e solid grouni"'#'r'ri'; tn"'- Y#;;-;h; 
hacl comc over the

I .^"a reet.''rhe ilift;;l'p.rtd :';il,li;*"*:,i*"",',:H?.,:nlf:"';
I :t;;ill' itu, u'" 2'500 feet hign' ?

I o.d practicauy'i,".fii,,ffii;- ^ I:kff:i: *'n?; r nret r.indquist,

I * r,^xrs anvwhere from-threc to h*';;;";;tt"i*ed' the evacuation

I ."u"., davs to ;J;:'i;'it"-i'uit''1";:lfl.tt'i',"-ft:l':i:',lXT"ilif;t firlx'f 
=i*{*rn*Hr*,fi ili{,[,"'{,ffi it}?qil;i;tr Have You ever (

I f.,t seven daYsI rr you have r"'"'i;';';;;''i;;h :n'i:*;i,i*lj:i?:"Tl'*J::
I the spitil t'""T-;rman 

would give bread' rnilk'
I Somctrmcs a

I t,i,tt, 'n thc di;';;; ii"aqti" ..ijj,l't.,t?"1",,''Ti..".,""*l"lt
t ff#J+lr,n',1;f;^I;6q'*ar, Li;;';;"d E"op"u"s' everv de-

I chikl .n the ttii "ti;" 
olti*k i''' "Liit'utio"' 

every-^breed' There

I iil'['#,.T];i[:rqxt *i Hl $i;,ffi:[i +]"ii'4'*Ji*
I on her waY'| ""i;;..*i''f""pr..l"g;*,lio,,lih t#:Hll f,Tt31?1T;,.offi.Jil;

tt II to"tts ()ncs from disease ano uN
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the so-called "whites,, were lreing
held under lock and key, for therE
was a lot of work to be done in the
matter of determining just which
9f- the cir.ilians of Bafr.rio had col-
laborated with the Jals when they
were up there, and had left simply
k93yrg the bombing got too hoi.

Of all the people interned in rhat
village, only the Ieorots seemed to
be taking it easy. 

-The 
others, the

Europeans and Americans and the
city-bred. Filipinos from Baguio,
were restless and impatient. 1lhe

I

I
trail rvas a nightrnare they wanterllto forget. They were obviouslr,J
bored with the lirtle village, ani
waiting only for the signil' that
would send them down t6 Manila,
to something that looked like civili_
zation. But the Igorots were quiet
because they -were actually a fittle
d,azzled.. To them, this littie village
was a metropolis. They were simply
waiting for the day when thei,
could get our of the big city, baci<
on their beloved Baguio Triil and
home into the hills.

,l

\

Tho lllo,rital ilIage

TIi""#T:hX?","",.T!oHj,"J: #..JJ:* 
to nnd his bride in tears.

"But, darlin-g," protcsted the young durr. ..Ho* cou.ld she? shc isn,teven in town."
. "f k[ow," said his r,vif",-"but she rw'ote you a letter..And the verv lastthing she said rvas:,p. S. t\rtary, a";t r".g.ilJ;;;il, id;;'."ilIl1f:,

-Jonrv NswroN" BeKrin

rftHE woMAn- stood on a.dortrrtown street corncr. At last she bccamc im_I patient and excraimerl ," r-p^-ri"[rii.;.::1.",, it rcrriblt: to rvair f.ryour }usband! ['ve been standing t &. *i".J fiv.e o,clock!.,"\{hen v,'ere you supposed t",ir."t ti"iji"^J"O the friend."Four o'cloc(t" ..p'tiea th.1irr.i'irrg""Jry. _purrrpBurox

,J $ !:t tffi i;i{#1*,tT#.}i,?j;,il iilfifl *:H-,];ffi'ilIhaven't been *ar.iid befor.li-- -"' 
rq'ru' 'vvr\r r *Tlpo Graphir

!'HJliis!:::Ti',*,':N:Tff :"t,.,i#i#iif t:i..1";ll;;,trg::i:Jby powerfut i,{.eresrs-a. Iow blo;;;iiii p"i"r"._ cr;J;i ;"ptil;;.'ir*I'm influenced by powerful interesrs, t ut te,ip my wife,s ni_.'"ri of tfriJl
-Spanlding Timrs

W iiF i:HIT:i,'X; illl,';: |:il:;,,A"ll TI;, ;" J"o', 
n, m a n u ra c -

"welr' dear," he tord his bride. "r suppose I'il have to get someone rotake 1'our place in rhe oJlicc.,,
"I've been thinkinE of that," sherepried. ,,Ivry cousi* is leaving schoor.,,"What's her name?",, tt,c f,,rsUana a's[.a.-
"John Joseph Jones,,' the bride .qrf i.A.*e.tfv._RaNnolpn MacFenr.all
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Ilowilzer Firing,
-With KentuckY Windage

By Cpl. Raymond Carlson, FA*

At 1100 hours on ,Iilffl')fr, ,n. 6th Infantrv Di-

vision captured the little town of Munoz, in the Province

of Nu"ua Ecija, Luzon, P' I., thereby.ending a bitter seven-

day attack against one of the toughest Japanese srong-

tl.ia, ."."""i"r"d,by American fo"t' o' Luzon up.to.that

time. Subsequent events in the Luzon campaign'-wh19h.on

; j;"";.t ti4: b"g n to reclaim the largest of the Philip-

prl"-ili"lat, .ho*Jd Munoz to be one of the most dificult

obstacies to overcome.

Munoz was strategically important as a bastion of de-

fense for Japanese lines of supply and communication on

Highway i iu"di"g to San Jose and mountain regions to

A view of the battle3,otrnd after, the.barile slrcws lap ranks

smo!dertng on lhe htsnwdY'

the north, and a safeguard on the escape route on the San

jor.-Rir"l Highway between Maniia and the Cagayan

t"if.r. with t"he thoroughne.ss that characterizes him' the

;;; transformed " ,l.Ipy bamio 1,200 yards in length

-"i joo in width ir',to , d"fi".'t fortress, employing adroit

J.Lrrrirt,".tics and installations' Tanks with 37-mm and

47-mm turret guns, motor-drawn 47-mm AT and 75-mm

and 105-mm guns were dug in and camoufaged to defy both'

;.;"i ""d 
Ii. observatioln, and were placed to give maxi-

ilrrn .fi..tive fire and mutual 'uppoit 
in defense of the

,r-"glr"fa. Utilizing the cover "ti 
tht f,'at terrain' which

*", "1 
to his advantig", th" enemy installed machine guns'

and automati. *".poi, in such a way as to lay a- blazng

front of fire on attacking parties coming upon the town

irolr, t", direction. Sfitfi th" stubbornness that also char-

acterizes his actions, the enemy held firm.for over a week

;;tp* ,h; "ir, ^rtilu,y,,and 
mortar bombardment hurled

"pJ"- 
f.r-, arrj .l..pit"''ht. to'"'"'-" in{a,try assault waves

*Li.h 
"*".ked 

him. His losses in manpower and material

were appalling.-i;li; 
d.ff,rru of Munoz the enemy had committed the

fiA i"a.pendent Infantry Battalion, 10.3d Division; 8th

;;;;,;,;;i Mobil" A'tilierv; Anti-Tank Battalion' 2nd

Armored Division; 6th TanL Regiment (less 2nd Com*

,r""1 , ""a 
one platoon, 2nd Armored Engineers' .The

;;JJ;;-,,r" .r Munoz, with the spectacular artiilerv-

,r"[ U",rt. on the Munoz-San Jose hiqhway' resulted in
';,;u";;;^, 

i."d of the 1,9)5 committed'.and in the com-

;i;;; i;;*. "r 
the foilowing: 48 medium tanks (with

either 37-mm or 47-mm gt'n') ,"4 iight tanks' 4 armored

,rrs,2 tracked p.i-" t"oitt','41 ttt'ik'' 1 American half-

track, 15 sedans, I station wagon, 4 105-mm howitzers' and

15 47-mm AT guns'

The battl" bJgan at O73O 3l January when Company

"8." 20th Infanlrv, after a brief artillery preparation'.at-

,-t"J ,lorrh.*r, from a position astride th: railroad (see

nin".n* No. 1) ""d 
rnoutd forward 200 yards without

;;il"' ilJ,.-tt.'" advance was halted bv blaz'inq fite

from automari. ,".'fon'' Other units of the 20th Infan-

;;; ;".; co*rmitted I February' The deplovment of these

r-rniru 
jrrirlg the next six days is shown in Diagram *o tl

-lfi"ud*.r,"rs, Division Artillery' 6th Infantry Dri'sion'
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the highway on the Munoz side. Batteries (rB,, and ((C2,

were 
_also in position along the highway, with ,'A,, in posi-

tion behind "C." The howitzers of the g0th were laid in
the direction of San Jose. Directly behind the 80th Field
Artillery Battalion the 53d Field Artillery Battalion -was

in position between the barrio of Asta and Highway I.
Both the 53d and the 80th Field Artillerv Battalions

ry of his unit behind his
personnel. Night attacks

by small Japanese raid-
ing parties were an old
story ro these battal-
ions. The Mafin Bay
and Sansapor cam-
paigns in New Guinea,
as well as rhe Lt-tzon
campaign, had dem-
cnstrated the need of
each battalion to main-
tain its own security
and be ready at all
rimes for any eventual-
rt;,. During the train-

\X7hile the 20rh Infantry was moving against Munoz, ele-
ments of the lst Infantry and the 63d Infantry were secur-
ing Highway ) between Munoz and San Jose, their mission
being the eventual seizure of San Jose.

The )lst Field Artillery Battalion (105-mm howitzer)
was in direct support of the 20th Infantry at Munoz. The
53d Field Artillery Battalion (105-mm howitzer) was in
direct support of the 63d Infantry. The 80dr Field Artil-

Derers
\Vhen the enemy column withdrew from Munoz the 5-lcl

Field Artillery Battaiion (101-mm tracror-drawn) and rhe
80th Field Artillery Battalion (1))-rnm tractor-drawn)
were in position 3.5 miles from Munoz on Highway L
These two battalions, in direct and general supporr of rl-r:
63d Infattry, had taken these positions in a fanking n-rove-
ment on 3 February to by-pass Munoz and attack San Jose.
During this movement the field artillery battalions, foilow-
ing the infantry, had to push their way by bulldozer
through most difficult tercain, including rice paddies, irri-
gation ditches, and swamps. Throughout the movement the
battalions were frequently under enemy machine gun, mor-
tar, and artillery fire, and were at all times subject to tank
attack. fn position, and continuing their missions, they
continually fought ofr kirikomi tai (suicide penetrarion
unit) attacks by Japanese infantry.

The 80th occupied a 400-yard front adjoining Highway
); the battalion area extended approximately 200 yards in
depth. Diagram No. 2 shows battery positions and machine
guns on the perimeter. Service Battery of the 80th bordered

After the tanks w*ere repulsed, the artillerymen proceeded to destrol, the ing period at Sansapor
dttdcking column. p;; to the Luzon

two tracror-dtawn field artiilery c, E. Hurdis (then Comm""o,"J""3lx?L,1i? S;l'
tself, and a fitting climax to the sion Artillery and now N4aj. Gen- 

"Hurdis, 
iomm.ndinE

General, 6th Infantry Division) had inaugurated an in-

>:

maintained alert and aggressive perimeter defenses, ade-
lery Battalion (1)5-mm howitzer) was in general supporr. quately armed with .)0-ca1. machine guns, light machine

Group
the 6th

The 191st Field Artillery was assigned by I Corps guns, grenades, bazookas, anci automatic weapons. J"p-
the mission of reinforcing Infantry Division, in op- anese infiltration patrols had since the beginning of the
erations against Munoz ar-rd San Jose. Luzon campaign been a constant threat to the securi ty of

The terrific pounding administered b1, the infantry, ar- the field arttllery battalions of the 6th Infantry Division
tillery, and mortar units on the enemv at Munoz gradually Each battalion commander set up his own perimeter de-
wore down his resistance. fn an attempr co salvage what fense, maintaining adequate securi
he could, he began a retreat at 0ll0 7 February on High- own weapons manned by artillerv
way 5 in the direction
of San Jose.

The Japanese sur-

vivors of Munoz, in
the next five hours af-
rer rhey began their re-

treat, were destroyed.
Daybreak that moru-
ing saw the feeing
tank and armored col-

umn blown to shape-

less smoking debris,
littering Highway 5

for several miles be-

tween Munoz and San

Jose. The bartle thar
morning between the
enemy tank column and
battalions is a story in i
battle of Munoz.
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tensive program to train all oersonnel from cooks to
computers to be able to man machine gr:ns. bazookas, gre-
nades, and automatic weapon-s against these organized sui-
cide attacks by the Nips. This orograrn. carried out in
meticulous detail by t1-re batraiion commanders. paid off in
dividends many times during the Luzon campaign and par-
ticularly in the tank-artillerr. bartle iollorring ihe enemy,s
cvacuation of Munor.

At 070400 the perimeter of Bar:el "C." tjd Field, re-
ported 20 Japs in the vicinitl, bur ouc of hrLng range. This
was probabiy a reconnaissance parrv r,-hich had l.ft Muno,
before the exodus of tanks and armo.ed ,'ehicles. A few
minutes thereafter a field arrillerr,' obserr,er n,ith an infan-
try unit between Asta and Munoz norified the battalion of
the approach of the tank column. The bartalion was alerted.

X7hile the 53d was being alerted, rhe perimeter of the
80th Field Artillery Battalion notified rhe battalion of the
approach of unidentified tanks. This battalion was alerted.
A few minutes later the leading ranks of rhe feeing tank
column passed the first perimeter posrs on Highway i. th.
first two tanks passed unmolested because identification
was not certain. By the time the first two tanks reached
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:re Asra-Highway 5 intersection they were taken under

ire bv ,h. p"ii-.t.r Posts operating '50-ca1' MGs' The

hrst tr.,k .l."r"d the- battalion position, only to be de-

stror,ed further down the road by an infantry road block'

So intense \r'as the MG fire from the perimeter Posts that

lhe second tank burst into fames before reaching the San

Jose side of the perimeter. Destruction of this tank caused

I t""a block, forcing following tanks to scurry for safety

ofi and besiie the ro"d. One '50-ca1' machine gun posi

tion was overrun by a tank and destroyed, but the crew

;;Jg.i the tank, r.o..upi.d their position, and continued
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Enemy infantrym,en who had been riding on the accom-
panying personnel carriers and on tanks dismounted and
attacked the positions of the artillery battalions. These
attacks were conducted vigorously and with determination.
The enemy used machine guns, grenades, and small arms
in concerted efforts to pierce the perimeter. Fire from these
weapons swept the battalion positions, presenting a constant
and hazardous threat to rhe lives and safety of the per-
sonnel and to the security of the howitzers. Neither the

Another view of the cluttered road.

enerny's fire power nor his ban<ai attacks prevailed. The
artillerymen, protecring their positions, drove the enemy
back, nullified his fire power, and assumed the offensive by
sending bazooka teams by infilrration to attack the enemy
tanks. These bazooka reams scored direct hits on two tanks.

It became apparenr ro the commanders of the artillery
bartalions that when daylight heightened visibility, the fir-
ing power on the perimeter woulci not be strong enough to
cope with the 47-mm rurrer guns and the 47-mm and 37-
'mm antitank guns rhar could be brought to bear on their
positions. Accordingly, they ordered a shifting of rheir
hor,vitzers to be in position at daybreak to bring direct fire
.on the hostile armored units.

The 13d Field Artillery Battalion (see Diagram No. 2)
.moved one howitzer from Battery "A" across the bat-
talion area to a position within the area of Headquarters
Battery, 80th Field. This howitzer was pointed to fire on
tanks along Highway I west of the 80th's position. How-
itzers of Battery "C," ,3d Field, originally laid to fire on
'San 

Jose, were turned to fire on the road west toward
Munoz. This maneuver was designed to put direct howitzer
fire on any tanks which might leave the highway and try
encircling movemenrs on the west side of the battalions. A'howitzer from Battery "8," 53d Field, was moved to a po-
sition near rhe intersection of the railroad and the Asta-
Highway 5 road, adjoining the CP of the 63d Infantry
Regiment. This howitzer would protecr rhe road, should
the enemy tank column turn down ir, and also would be in
position to fire on the main highway. No. 2 howitzer of
Battery "A," ,3d Field, was moved to fire on the road on
the eastern boundaries of the 80th Field. The howitzer af
the 53d which was moved into the 80th Field,s position was

so placed to rake advantage of a slightly elevated mound,
permitting it to fire over rhe positions.

'i7hile the 13d Field was moving howitzers to more ad-
vanrageous positions, the 80th Field was doing the same.
Two howitzers of Battery "8" were moved to fire on
Highway 5 in the direction of Munoz, while one how-
itzer of Battery "A" was aimed directly at the high-
way east of the battalion position. Howitzers of Battery
"C" did not have to be changed"

An OP was established in a wa-
ter tower behind the 53d Field.
From rhis vanrage point the ob-
server would be in position to ob-
serve everything that might hap-
pen on the main highway and on
the fanks of the battalions.

Such, in brief, were the howit-
zer locarions of the 53d and 80rh
Field Artillery Battalions just be-
fore dayiight 7 February. The
howitzers were manned and ready
for any eventuality. Tense crews
stood by waiting for the darkness
to lift and dayiight to bring sufi"
cient visibility for rhe location of
the enemy. Movemenr of the how-
itzers of the two field artillery bat-

talions was accomplished speedily, efr,ciently, and *ithout
mishap, in spite of the continuous small arms and machine
gun fire being directed by the enemy into the battalion posi
tions from outside the perimerer.

At first light of day the tanks opened fire on the bat-
talion positions at point-blank ranges of )0 to 200 yards,
with machine guns and rurrer-mounted 37-mm's and 47-
rnm's. This fire was inrense and sustained. Shells and
shell. fragments screamed through tl-re battalion positions,
r,vrecking matcriel, ripping tents, and causing ,.u"i"l d."th,
ar:d casualties. One howirzer of rhe t3d Field received a
direct hit whi.-I-r resuited in rhe death of one man and the
wounding of the entire gun cre\r, as q,e1l as of the battery
executive. Four others in the )id Field were wounded bv
another shell burst.

Gun crews and personnel responsible for the protection
and operation of the holvitzers had litde or no prorection.
Yet with courage and coolness, those *ho m"nrr.d the how-
itzers of the two artillery battalicns functioned eficiently
and smoothly. Point-blank fire was met with point-blank
fire. Bazookas, machine guns, and howitzers returned the
force of the enemy fire, with the 6ring range less than 300
yards. At such short range it was necessary for the g0th
Field to 6re unfuzed projecriles. One of these clipped the
tnrret off an enemy tank at a range of approxim iiely 25A
yards; the turret was hurled far off the highway into an
adroining rice paddy.

This was not howitzer firing with the sharp complrting
methods of a fire direction center. This was not howitzJi
firing with Cub liaison observation. This was not howitzer
firing with forward observers reporting carefully and ac-
curately the effect of each round fired.
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Trr-i rras norr'irzer firing fast, furious, and point-blank.
Ti.is *'a-. iorr.r:zer firing at targets that required rapid and
:je;:i'e enqagemenr because the targets themselves were

..arqrrous armored fighdng machines hurling broadsides

:i ..:a :::.. ree arrillery positions. This was howitzer firing
:.: :a:g.:s inar \\'ere powerful and well-protected instru-
:,.::s .,r: ini.icring death, damage and destruction. This
.:: :r:,i,,::z.r hring with Kentucky windage.
l::e :a::.e iasted approximately an hour, during which

:.-.::. ',,,'as nrirher faltering nor hesitation on the part of
:.-.: ::-e:i and oficers of the two artillery battalions engaged

: -i-r:r cl..se and mortal combat with the enemy, A battery
-,:-:::::ier ,rf the 80th Field and fout enlisted men wete

,.-..::. rrriLe nine enlisted men were wounded. The 13d
J,:-: s;ie:ed one officer killed in action and seven enlisted
- . - .. --.-r..]

tli---::. :he lasr enemy gun was silenced it was found that
.-.'l: ard Strh Field Artillery Battalions had desroyed
: .,. e:i;r1', rneCium tanks, five light tanks, ten personnel

--:::::::. ani r$o towed 105-mm howitzers, with prime mov-
::i. -,1 rnemv dead were counted around the tanks, and

= :r:r:-.:ral 110 who had been killed bv rife or machine

6t3

gun fire from the perimeters or by patrols cleaning up sur-
vivors around the battalion positions. Not a single tank
escaped. This abortive attack and its repulsion by the two
artillery battalions and other elements of rhe division elimi-
nated the Japanese 2nd Armored Division as an effective
fighting unit.

The loss to the enemy was incalculable. The loss of this
part of the 2nd Japanese Armored Division at Munoz and
in the tank-artillery battle the morning of 7 February was

perhaps the greatest single loss he has suffered in men and
materiel in so short a period in the Philippine Campaign.
The loss of this strongly reinforced armored division
greatly reduced his aggressiveness and practically ended his

ability to protect the vital supply and communication lines

between Manila and strong garrisons in nortl-rern Luzon.
Before noon, 7 February, while the tanks and vehicles of

the vanquished enemy armored column were still smolder-
ing by the wayside, the 13d and 80th Field Artillery Bat-
talions rvere packed, bag and baggage, for displacement to
vicinity of Rizal to continue their mission in direct and
general support of advancing and attacking infantry ele-

rnents of the 6th Infantry Division.

HO\TITZER FIRING-\rITH KENTUCKY WINDAGE

..NOSY TIIDY CAN BE TOLIE"'
\lai. Edr"ard A. Raymond has identified for us a num-

:.: of units whose work has been recounted in earlier

-itrURS.{LS. These are all in addition to those published at
::Ee 4l I of our issue for July, 1944.

L-rrcer Fire (page 891, Decembe4 1943) dealt with the

'):r -\rmored Field Artillery Battalion (Lt. Col" Mc'
:r:r:-rr. :5e 62nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion (Lt.

--. R. E. Conder), and the 65th Armored Field Artillery
l ---. j.-

: -"':: Battle Lessons (page 104, February, 1944) were
r:.::rr: r',. the 17ith Field Artillery Battalion, commanded

_ - _t- -_.

I.-.:: r,,.ere three phases to As Skirmishers (page 507,

-. i-r:. -'+4). At Borjtoum, Battery A of the 175th Field
r: .,-.:" Balralion was involved. The 58th Armored Field
-. .-, .:' 3a:ralion's work at Brolo was described. In the

:,..--: -.. :hase the 158th Field Artillery Battalion (1C)5s

commanded by Lt. Col. R. D. Funk) was engaged. as well
as the previously-identified 1>;s of the 189th.

LJnder Lt. Col. W. E. Tardy the 601st Tank Destroyer
Battalion kept busy Brassing Off Kraut (page 694, Octo-
ber, 1944).

7.,4J.7. Wholesale was delivered by the 83d Chemical
Battalion under Lt. Col. W. S. Hutchinson, Jr. (page 781,

November, 1944).
The 1)8th Field Artillery Battalion fought tn tbe Caves

af AnTio (page B)1, December, 1944).
A Combination Mount lor DuaL .50s (page 110, Febru-

ary, 1945) was de,,eloped by the 189th Field Artillery Bat-
talion.

Both the 158th and 189th Field Artiilery Battalions par-
ticipated h A Fight (page L56, March, L94r).

Lt. Col. R. T. Nicholls and the 15th Field Artillery Ob-
servation Battalion performed admirably trVith Carbine
and Transit (page 290, May, 1941) .

DUAL-PURPOSE RANGES

In requesting approval of certain areas as firing ranges for his unit, a battalion com-
nander in Germany recently wrote his DivArty commander:

"Ir is planned to practice Battery Test I on Range 'A' with the battery position west of
;i-ie river. This involves 6ring over the village of Fleck but it is deemed that such firing will
:e conducive to rnaintaining the present satisfactory discipline of the German civilians. Also,
:lr C.P. is in Fleck, so short rounds will be viewed with great dis'favor."

To Get 1'our JounNlL, Be Sure L[/e Knowt Yonr Latest Address



Artillery Cubs in Mountain Op"rations
%d Inf Diu in North ern Luzon

By Col. Ralph MacDonald, FA*

COMMANDING GENERAL
Headquarters

APO 33, Care Postmaster
San Francisco, Cal.

The Artillery liaison planes did such a fine job for the
33d Infantry Division during the operations which resulted
in the capture of Baguio that I asked Colonel Ralph Mac-
Donald, Division Artiliery Executive, to write up a brief ac-
count of services that the Artillery Air Section performed
for the Division.

I personally cannot praise the Artillery pilots too h;ghly.
They have flown me a good many hours over Jap-held terri-
tory on reconnaissance and I have the greatest confidence in
them.

P. W. CLARKSON,
Major General, U. S. Army, Commanding.

Everyone knows of the Field Artillery Liaison Pilots,
how they adjust artillery fire, and their value in general
to the Field Artillery, but not enough has been told about
the many other services they render, now accepted as rou-
tine in the 33d Division, entirely aside from the strictly
field artillery duties which make them indispensable to an
infantry diuision.

The air section is made up of eleven pilots and one rated

observer, supplemented by a ground crew of sixteen enlisted
rnen. fts equipment consists of tenL-4 (Piper Cub) Iiaison
planes, two K-20 cameras, and an assortment of necessary

spare parts and improvised gadgets.

Training with the present equipmenr began when ten
new planes were delivered in June, 1944, at Finschhafen,
New Guineal it continued until December 1944. During
this period there was intensive training with take-offs, land-
ings, fying over the rugged, mountainous jungle terrain of
New Guinea with additional time spent on hasty field land-
ings, night flying, and of course the inevitable ferrying.
Firing missions were fown and experience gained in photo-
graphic capabilities, limitations, and interpretation. Or-
ganization of the photo section was elaborated with the ad-
dition of more equipment and supplies, and training in
photographic processes under exceptional conditions. Ap-
proximately 3,000 hours of ttaining were accumulated by
the pilots under tropical conditions.

Combat experience began wher.r two pilots and planes of
one field artillery battalion were engaged in extensive fying
in the \Wakde-Sarmi area of Ducch New Guinea in support
of patrols. One plane was lost chrough a forced landing
as a result of enemy action, but both pilot and observer

were rescued.

On 19 Decembet 1944
the division moved to
Morotai, Netherlands
Easr Indies, where it was
in combat until the mid-
dle of January L94r,
when preparations were
made to move to Luzon,
Phiiippine Islands. Dur-
ing operations on North-
ern Luzon, ending 30

June 1945, over 4,100
hours have been fo*.,
with the loss of only one
plane caught in the
treacherous ait currents
in the mountainous area
of Baguio, but without

Loacan air strip, Baguio;
eLevation: 4,000 'feet. Cap-
tured by the 123d Infantry,
it was immediately placed in
operation lor artillery Cubs

to ilse.
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xExecutive, l3d Division Artillery.
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above record possible.

A photographic section. no!
T/O, was organized from pe.sc"-
nel borrowed from artillerl' L,at-

teries and equipped by begging.
borrowing, and improvising. Two
units have been constructed for
enlarging prints when desired, anci

a projector is now in use to throw
a picture on a screen where several

persons can study it together.
Making positives from negatives

for this purpose has been quite
successful. The section has been

responsible for securing, develop-

ing, printing, and often enlarging
over 8,500 prints taken on 69 pho-

to missions in the Luzon operation.
The valr-re of these vertical and

oblique pictures tvas refected in
the increasing requests by infantry
regiments, battalions, and compa-

nies; and by engineers, division

adjnsted by Cub pLanes, made the staff, patrols, and reconnaissanceKmnon Road approach to Baguio. Only artillery fire
advance Possible,

-rrur\'.o the pilot. The air strip during this phas,e was 1o-

:ared in the mountains at an altitude of 4,000 feetl the ac-

:,:rnpanying illustrations suggest, at least, what we are

:-:ased to cail "rugged terrain."
-\lr1-rough supplies were often critical, all planes were

continualiy in fying con-

dicion-a deadlined plane

lr-es a rare exception. It
may be noted that of the

dirisions in thq Luzon
campa,ign, rhe total hours

rl.ris air section
-.:. :- . --: beet exceeded

: ::--.:': :ir-ision air sec-

'.-: :. :-rr Sixth Army.
... , . -,:-. :lanes of this

- -:- i. : -:.e has never

-' '::. ::. .':lgine f aiiure,
-.:. ::.1lis erninently

- r:r::er of serv-
--- t.n rPn j n aP

. :-:. ::n planes
-->rrrrr!- ,]-

:.^.::: ens:ines re-

.::-a--enenc dur-
::::r.-::ir.ri June.

i' : -:.: al'.air:aJ :nelf Of -

: .,:,. ..:t .l., n'.are than
' ---: *:.. T:li:u:e must

--: l3:;:l:ie ErOUnd
:: : : : :..i:: ;:l--aa)l:1!
1 ,' ...:::-r :rade :he

parties. That the photo section

has rusiified itself is indicated by

the recommendation of the Sixth Army Artillery Oficer that
other divisions organize a similar unit in their own sections.

Due to the mountainous terrain over which the division
was operating, air strikes (with possible bombing and

strafing accidents to our own troops) were a source of

.1n air strrke bv P.lSs on Mountain Trail north of Bagrio i, 1ea :'; t: i'r ---::..:-r i--:.:

-*,ri:i#ei:

;iif F:

:i
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growing concern until the expedient was tried of having a

liaison pilot lead in the atacking planes. The liaison pilot
knew the ground weil, marked the target with smoke gren-
ades, and his passenger (an air oficer) directed the attack
formation. This procedure insured control of the bombing
fight and safety for the ground troops, thus gready in-

creasing the effectiveness of the air strikes. Since there has

been no accident in over 40 afu strikes guided in by our
pilots, confidence has been assured. An air school, under
the direction of the Air Corps liaison officer, is being estab-

lished to present these methods and experiences to other
divisions.

Cur liaison planes have successfully carried out emer-

gency air drops to small, isolated forces, and in sptte of the

limited capacity of a Cub many necessary supplies from
hand grenades to rations have been provided.

Even with the use of thousands of Igorot carriers (most-
ly women, by the way) it was often impossible to supply
ground troops who had advanced through the mountains
many miles beyond road heads. C-47s were the answer,

THE FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL October

Kennon Road approach to Baguio, where high-angle fire was the rule and Cub observanon
ha,Tardous but essential"

but it was extremely dificult for
them to find the ground troops
and the treacherous mountain air
currents and tricky approaches to
dropping grounds made it a haz-
ardous task. The Cubs again
solved the problem by leading in
the C47s to the dropping grounds
and indicating the safest approach
and get-away.

In the dense jungle on Morotai
it was impossible for a patrol to
locate itself on the ground or map"

The Cubs solved this problem by
flying over the general area, con-

tacting the patrol by radio, and
when the patrol reported that the

Cub was directly overhead the pi-
lot would give the patrol leader
L-is location. This system was also

used in the mountains of North-
ern Luzon.

Cubs have also been used for
emergency evacuation of casual-

ties from air strips well up in the

mountains, built by Igorot wom-

en and children for the use of guerrilla forces.

The following statements from enemy sources are of
interest:

"Pray, do they let the enemy planes fy this sky at their
will? Even the artillery observation plane fies iike a but-
terfy as if mocking us. Yet, I must remain here and ful-
fil my duty as a soldier of the Imperial Army. . ."

"LJ. S. atttllery liaison planes were a gteat nuisance

because they constantly observed our roop movements."

"!7e w.ere under constant artillery and aerial bombard-
ment. Air strikes caused the maiority of the casualties.

Artillery is effective only when a liaison plane is present

to direct fir,e."

"My unit feared lJ. S. observation planes because they
often found our position."

"\While my unit was engaged in road building a U. S.

artillery liaison plane few over and enemy arttLlery fire
was received soon afterward. Several ammunition dumps
were hit."

I
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING, U. S. FIELD ARTILLERY ASSOCIA'IION

In compliance with Article VII, Section 1, of the Constitution, notice is hereby given that the
Executive Council has fixed 5:30 P" M. Monday, Decernber 17,1945, as the tirne of the annual
meeting of the Association to be held at the Army and Navy Club, 1627 Eye St., N. W., Washing-
ton, D. C.

The business to be disposed of wiil be the election of six members of the Executive Council
(three Regular Army, two National Gtrard, and ori? Organized Reserve), and the transaction of such
other business as may pnJperly come before the meeting. Nominations may be made by ptoxy, or
frorn the floor of the meeting.

,:;n::::i:i,, tur+r: :l!&ri+ arir
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AYO{ ''iOICl.lIO, a'b legasPi,
southern Luzon. this is
one 6* tire nost beautjJ\t-l
volcanoes in the world. In
fact, lt is the most pen-
fect cona-shaped volcano.

JUAI.I UE IA CRt]Zr ThiS isl
the symbol of the Flliplno
people ard Govqrrurent, as
Imc1e San is to ttre l}ldtod
5tates'.

,4 a

},{tr.GEIJAN,S I,A}'IDI}IG in t]ie
ttny island of Lirnae&ya, in
the southern part of lgyte.
First CathoJjo ldsss, ln the
Ph:i:t lppinos 'wils celebrated
here i:r 1521r

a

VICT()RY

c0irfl0t{-
WEALIH

pieture rlepictilg Agri-
.-brtre in the pldlippines

i r lJr,\ii I \lJllll:Pi( \

IEARIr.fISiill{G l:r the $uIu
ArchipelagorPearl, a
precious stone a:rri far,roue,
the world over, i.s found picture of a typical trtlipinc
here ard ls obtai:red from 1{omaJ1.
llothers-of-pear1 lrhich the
I[oros dlve deep j.nto the
bottorn of the sea.

I
I

(
I

{
I

!

vl'cI0RY'

= .t COMrWrr =

-:: SB-$lBrls

jir. JGSE RTZAL, Filiplno
irero and nartyr. IIe is
considered the greatest
Lialero,tr tl:at evcr Iived.
alzal Ls the pather of his
country, just as George
;asi:lagton is of his ovm,
l.e wag exccrr.' rC by the
Spanlarqds at i;lie lurretat
..lani].a, on Deco 30, 1396,
and a rconunent in h:is
honcr starrds 6rn the ver1t
spot iriiere he fe1lr

:r.{ii.,tS &\tr'l C jilJ]3CH, ljalo1os,
-'rl-acan. geat of bhe Flrst' j-1ip'J-:re Con3fess and
.i.ire ".r'; ,.:o:istitution of
.l:.e Ist phili-ppine Repub-
rj.c rtas Cra.ited Jn 1898.

SALT SP8IIGS, at Sla1inas,
l$eva Vizca;'a, Luzon. Salt
is obtained 'from this
spring by the natl"ves.

FORT SAI;TI\GOr LianlJa, uherc
Drr Jose Rizal rres lncarceraF
ted before he was scecuted.
Here, on the eve of hie exe-
cution, he rrote his LrnuOrtal
po€ro : tt,ry last Faravell, tr, whicii
eYery eu.ltrred nan lorres t.
read.

COAT CF AELIS of the Csn-
monureaLth of the phillp-
plxes, (in taro coLo:rs and
denminattons).

?I{E BIO0D C0MPACTT T}tis; vras
an act of lklendstdp bstween
the gpardards, and piJipinos
executed by legaspir Spanisl:
Goverraor General jn the Fhil-
Jpplnes, and SiJratuna, a
J'ilipino Chieftatn ln ttic,
island of Boholr ln 1565. ,ri.,c

naiite was gotten fron tr .itr.c,,
that each signer got fro;.. '..j.:

vei-ns a drop of blood pou'^
j.:rto a glass cf vrine vrh-i.'
both have drttrlcrv
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TEXT AND PICTURES BY

sGT. BILL MAUTDIN

Infantrymen the world over will welcome the opportunin. to have the

best of Bill Mauldin's cartoons collected under one cover. Those rr'ho

chuckled with tr{auldin through the rnud and misery of the Italian cam-

paign will be doubly interested. An agreeable surprise to almost evervone

is the accompanying 30,000 words of text, carrying the san.re biting
humor, the same clear insight into what makes a Con.rbat Infantnman
tick, which characterize the drawings. Ernie Pyle called }lauldin "thc

finest cartoonist the war has produced." Thete are not manl riho sill
dispute Ernie's appraisal.

$3.O0

UP EBOIITT

I(eep )elrt) Bolling
A Driaefs Han'dbook

By Riehard Gordon Me0loshey
$TITH CARTOONS BY COAKLEY

McCloskey's breezy text and Coakley's equally breezy cartoons will
make the intricacies of Army driving practically a breeze for your Army
drivers old and young. It's all Gl-but written in soldier language.

Many thousand copies of previous editions of Keep 'em Rolling have

been sold in the past three years. But this new edition is more complete

than ever before. For instance there is a full and complete chapter on

Duck Driving, the first nonofficial essay on the subject.

Every driver in your outfit, whether he's been driving Army vehiclcs

since 1942 or whether drafted last month needs and will use Keep 'ent

Rolling.
1 to 10 copies: 501 each

11 to 50 copies: 4Og each

51 or more copies: j4( eaclt

THE INFANTRY JOURNAL READER $3.O0
lnthelnlantry lournal Read'er you will find open discussion and re-

flection on ways of war, including some heartfelt Army gripes and

many a touch of humor. You will find articles on a hundred different
sides of Army thought and life. The writers not only include a num'

ber of our top war commanders; they also include thinking privates,

noncoms, and junior officets. In our Army lack of rank has not been

a bar to the expression of ideas on war. There are also articles by

civilian writers whose contributions to thought on warfare has been

welcomed by Army men. 67! pages.

I
COMBINED FSR & SOFM $1.50

Now in one handy volume you can
get these four important manuals io
rheir newest, up-to-date editions, in-
cluding all changes to August 31,
1941

r-ield Service Regulations-Opera-
tic,ns-r FII 1Ll0-;)-15 June 194-1.

Field Serrice Regulations--{dmin'
i51121i6n-1 F\l 1l-ltl-10)-15 \o-
vember 19-13.

Field Service Regulations-Com-
mand and Ernplri ment of Air
Pol-er-(F]1 1i)rr"lir 

-11 
JulY

1 9{3.

Staff Officers' Fieid ]Ianual-The
Staff and Combat Orders-(Flll
101-5)-19,{ugust 1940'

7-bese f our manttals are the rnain guid,es

of u,ar used b1 our ,4rmy,

Contpany Duties: A Checklisa
A11 the Army duties that come under
the heading of "housekeePing." A
book for eYery man in the comPany
from CO to basic private.

I to 10 copies: 25$ each
11 to 50 copies: 2lg each

51 or more coPies: 19g each

Driter Training
A guide for Army motor-vehicle driv'
ing instructors.

1 to 10 copies: 25q each
11 to 50 copies: 214 each

51 or more copies: 196 each

Plutoon Record 50d
-{. blank notebook for the platoon
leader's record of the progress of
each of his men.

(Special discounts for quantitY
purchases.)

Scluad Record 25C
A blank notebook for the squad
leader's record of the progress of
each of his men.

(Special discounts for quantitY
purchases.)

lluchine Gunruer's
Handbook

AII the latest unrestricted dope on
both the caliber .30 and caliber .50
machine guns, plus sections on the
81n.rm. mortar and the bazooka.

I to 10 copies: 500 each
1l to 50 copies: 400 each

51 or more copies: 34( each

Arm,y O fficer' s T'{ otebook
A new edition more valuable than
ever before now ready.

$1.00

THE_ INFiAffisl -= -Y=OEiiffiffilru
'The Infantr:y .Association's .)iagazine f or Figbting .-,\Ien
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TEXm 61. M* &&effiHNffiS
{BN

Hstr$ -BHMfiA
By Fiae Marine Corps Combat W riters V ho W ere Thete

This is the story of Iwo Jima, as tough.a battle

as American ttoopt have evir fought,-told by three

combat .o.t"tpoirdents and two p-ublic relations

officers. It is eisential|y a picture of small units in

combat, the squad, the section, the- Platoon' The

individual battle deeds of scores of fighting men

or" d"pi.t"d in sharp detail, integrated into the

Figbting F orces Edition

1 to 10 coPies: 25$ each

11 to 50 coPies: 2l( each

51 ot more coPies: l)$ each

combat episodes themselves' Of the more than a

dozen .oi.rbut correspondents who accompanied

their units into the flaming volcanic hell which was

i*o ,t t"" were killed anJseveral others wounded'

The story of Iwo is told by five who lived to (eturn

to the United States.

Cloth Edition

Published by Dial Press

$a'oo

pa$Hs'tow&ffiLm
fhe Pocific World

Edited by Falnnlnro OsnonN, President, New York

Zoological SocietY

Experts tell us about the Pacific and its islands; about

the Pacific peoples, animals, birds, insects' and weather'

Fighting Forces edition 50f; cloth edition $3'00

Notive PeoPles of the Pociffc World

By Fnrrx M. Krnswc, Professor of Anthropology'
Stanford UniversitY

On the islands of the Pacific are all kinds of people: from

westernized natives to pygmies and "sea gypsies'"

Fighting Forces edition 25$; cloth edition t3'00

These will be available later in the Fighting Forces Series

Fishes ond Shells of the Pocific World
By JoaN T' Nlcnors and Paur Banrscn

Cloth edition $3.00

lnsecls of the Pqcific World
BY C. H. CunaaN

Cloth edition $3'75

Animols of the Pscific World

By T. DoNaro CA-n'Trn, JonN Enlc HIn and G' H' H'
' T^rr, American Museum of Natural History

This is the 6rst book to bring all the data of the animals

of the Pacific World into one volume'

Fighting Forces edition 25$; cloth edition $3'00

Reptiles of ,he Pocific World
By Anrrrun LovrruocE, Museum of ComparativeZooL'

o1v, Harvard College

A full desciption of the reptiles and amphibians oj t\e

Pacific with special chapteri on the techniques of col'

lecting and shipping live specimens'

Fighting Forces edition 25fi cLoth edition i3'00

Plont Lile ol the Pscific World

By E. D. MEnnltt, Arnold Arboretum

An embracing and over-all view of a tremendous sub-

ject, written 6y 
^ ^un 

who has spent a lifetime studying

it e Ptant life of the Pacific \7orld'

Fighting Forces edition 25$; cloth edition $3'50

r, ril l:-,r ir,.,:,rl r:iiElil:1
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FIGHTING FORCES BOOKS
Psychology lor the Returning

Senricemcrrr
This book'"vill be of immense practical

value to all veterans and their families.
Prepared by the editors of PsEchologg

f or tlte Fighting Man.
Soldier Art

The National Army Arts Contest.
sponsored by Special Services Division.
ASF. produced 215 winning examples
of painting. drawing, sculpture, and
photography.
Boornercrng, crnd Bcrby Fights Back

By Lt. Com. William C. Chambliss
The- first of these two novelettes is

the saga of the U.S.S. Hokeydokey. for'
merly- the Jap Hokaidokaze. BaPu
Fish-ts Back ts the storY of a bab.Y
flai top. In both stories the author has
combined complete authenticity of de-
tail with imagination.

Islcnd Victory
The story of the Kwajalein Campaign

Bg Colonel S. L. A. Marshall
Masi interviews with hundreds of

front-line fighters, during which every
movement of battie 'lvas plotted and fol-
lowed, make this a book of exceedingly
great value to every military reader.
Cloth $2.00.

The Ccpture oI Attu
As Told by the Men lYho Fought

There
This book, prepared in the 'War De-

partment, recounts the detailed story of
the retaking of Attu. Cloth $2.00.

Americcrns vs. Germctb
Battle experiences of six American

fighters in World War I.

lhey Were Expendoble
By It. L. trllhite

The famous book about the heroes of
the Philippines in 1941-42.

GI Sketch Book
Drau,ings and paintings by men of the

Army, Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard.
Sunrivcl

This book for the sailor, soldier or
flyer, who may be isolated in desolate
and inaccessible places of the earth,
tells him what he can do to save him-
self, whether he is lost at sea, on a
tropical island, in a steaming jungle, a
hot, barren desert, or in cold Arctic
rvastes. Cloth $1.50.
A Short History o( the Army

ond Ncnry
Bg Fletcher Pratt

An informative account of the history
of our Anned Forces in war and peace.

I'his Is the Ncrvy
Editecl bA Gilbert Cant

An anthology that tells the true fight-
ing story of ten naval vessels-battle-
ships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, de-
stroyers, submarines, PT boats, landing
craft,
]crpcn crnd the |op<rnese

By the Editors o/ Fortune.
An up-to-the-minute study of our Pa-

cific enemy utilizing the efforts of many
speciaiists and embodying the results of
surveys made over the course of several
years.

Fecr in Battle
By Dr. John Doll,ard

A valuable study of fear and courage
in eombat.

The British Ncrvy's Air Arm
By Outen Rutter

The Fleet Air Arm from the begin-
ning of the war.
The Jcp Soldier

This book, consisting of sixty-two pic-
tures and a forceful, plainly worded
text, shows how the Jap soldier was
brought up, trained, and prepared to
ffoht

The Sto y otr West Point
811 Colonel R. Ernest Dupttg

The story of the Military Academy
and its place in American life.
Scouting cnd Pcrhollinq

This book helps you remember how
to act in battle so that you can kill or
capture your Jap enemy with the best
chances for yourself.
Storm

By George R, Stewart
The story of the weathermen.

Pipeline to Bcrttle
By Major Peter W. Ruhuter

The story of a fighting engineer with
the British troops from Cairo to Cape
Bon.
Lecrdership for Americqn Army

Leaders
By Bri,g, Gen. Edwu,rd, L. Munson, Jr.

Combat leadership examples from the
present war have been included in the
nerv and expanded edition of this impor-
tant book.
Repo,rt on the Army

By General George C. Marshall
The biennial reports of the Chief of

Staff from July 1, 1939, to June 30,
1943. Also in cloth at $1.50.

FIGHTING FORCES BOOKS for the A
Insects oI the Pcrcilic World

By C. H, Curran
Strange insects on the thousands

of islands in the Pacific frorn the
Gal6pagos and Hawaii to Nelv Zea-
landiSumatra and Burma, and in the
area from Australia to Formosa, Ja-
pan, and the Aleutians. 97 line draw-
ings, 7 plates. Cloth edition $3.75.
Ncrtive Peoples oI the Pacilic

World
By Feltn, M. Keesing

The peoples who live on the islands
of the Pacific-ranging from edu-
cated and Westernized natives to pig-
mies and "sea gypsies." Cloth edi-
tion $3.00
Plant LiIe of the Pocilic World

Bg E. D. lllemill
An over-all view of the plant life

of the entire Pacific world by a man
who has spent a lifetime in studying
it. Cloth edition $3.50.
Thesaurus ol Humor

Bu Mild.red llleiers and
Jack Knapp

A compilation of jokes old and
new. Cloth edition $1.98.

Solution In Asio
By Owen Lattimore

The" author deals positively with
certain questions of the future, mak-
ing allowance for the imPortant
military events in the Pacific anr]
China during 1944, and the rapidly
changing political situation in China.
Cloth edition $2.00.
Fishes crnd Shells oI the Pocific

World
By Johtt T. Nichols and

Paul Bartsch
This is the first book on the fishes

and shells of the vast waters of the
Paeific Ocean. The authors have se-
lected those mcst widelv distributed,
most easily identified, and most likely
to attract attention. 218 illustrations.
Cloth edition $3.00.
The Pccilic Wonld

Edited bg Fairfieltl Osborn
This book, prepared by experts,

tells the American soldier, sailor, and
marine about the Pacific islands and
their peoples, animals, birds, insects,
and weather. Fighting Forces edi-
tion 50c; cloth edition $3.00.

Reptiles ol the Pocilic World
By Arthur Looeridge

A full description of the reptiles
and amphibians of the Pacific world
lvith chapters on the techniques of
collecting and shipping live speci-
n'rens. Cloth edition $3.00.
Conllict The Civil W<r

Bg George Fort Milton
The best one-volume history. Cloth

edition $3.50.
Rifles cnd McchinE Guns oI the

World's Armies
Bg Captain Meluin 11.

Johnson, Jr.
In this extremely valuable book

Captain Johnson describes and illus-
trates all of the small arms in use in
the world today. Cloth edition $5.00.
The Gun

Bg C. S, Forester
If you fire any kind of gun, you

will see why this is a great story.
the Mcikinq of Modern China

By Owen and, Eleanor Latti.more
A short but revealing history of

modern China. Cloth edition $2.50.
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diers in the Philippines
Bv Brig. Gen. W. T, Serton

he Philippine Insurrection.
Iistory oI the Wqr
Ba Rudolph Modley. (IIl ustrattons

by Ptctograph Cwporation. )
n maps, pictographs, and words this
k follows the progress of the war
.n the beginning.
ler's Second Army

BE Dr. AlfreiLVagts
'his book describes the many armed
rimilitary organizations in Hitler's
rnany and shows us just how com-
bely life in the Third Reich was mili-
ized. Also in cloth at $1.00.
w to Shoot the U. S. Army Rifle
{ew manual of rifle marksmanshiP
h pictures and text you can follow
h a minimum of study. Complete re-
w of marksmanship instruction.
eot Soldiers oI the First Wodd
i,Vcu

By Major H. A. DeWeerd
lhe military careers of General Per-
ng and other great commanders.
mbcrt Ftust Aid
Mhat to do when wounded or injured
battle. Based on the Army's graPhie
'tfoIio.
nericcr in Arms

Bg Brig. Gen. John McA. Palmer
\ history of the military policy of
r United States. Cloth edition $2.00.
e Moon is Down

By John Steinbeck
lhe famous book about Nazi soldiers
a village of occupied Norway.
irty Seconds Over Tokyo

Bg Captain Ted. Lawson
lhe first Tokyo bombing.
rr.k-Fighter Tecmr

Bg Lieutenant Robert M. Gerard.
A,T unit against the Panzers in 1940.

Psychology lor the Fiqhting Mcn
A new revised edition of this famous

book prepared by more than forty psy-
chologists and Army and Navy officg1s
is now ready. The index is especially
designed for the Orientation Officer.

Hondbooh lor Army Wives crnd
Molhers

Bu Cathertne Red.mond
A hlndbook teeming with facts and

advice for the wives and mothers of men
in the services, An invaluable guide.

Modern Bcrttle
Ba Brig. Gen. Paul W. ThomPson

Blitzkrieg battles of 1939-41.
The World ql Wctr, 1939'1944

A valuable chronologY of the war
from the rise of the Axis to Mac-
Arthur's return to the Philippines.
Weapons lor the Future

By llIelain M. Johr*on, Jr,, and
Charles T. Haoen

America will always need good weap-
ons. In cloth as For Permanent VictorU,
at $2.50.

Blitzkrieg: Armies on Wheels
Ba Colonel S. L. A. Marshall

The evolution of tactics and equip-
ment in this war. Cloth edition of Blitz'
lcrieg $2.00; eloth edition of Armies on
Wheels $2.50.
Guerrillct Wcrlce

Bg Bert (Yank) Leug
The tricks and tactics of guerrilla

fighting and street combat.
Abroham Lincoln crrd the

Filth Column
By George Fort Milton

Abraham Lincoln and his undercover
enemies. Cloth edition $3.50.
Sergecnrt Terry Bull

Ba Himself
Sergeant Terry's stories have been

favorites in the Army for years.

51 or more copies: 19( each
11 to 50 coPies: 2l( each
1 to t0 copiesr 25( each

Gucdqlccmcrl Diq
Bu Richard Tregaskis

Froit-line battle in the South Pacific.

The Battle is the PcrY-Off
Bu Lt. Col. Ralph Ingersoll

Colonel Ingersoll tells of the Battle
of El Guettai, and how big this war is
and what the Army is doing to rvin it.
Cloth edition $2.00

The Army Lile
Ba CWO E. J. Kahn, Jr.

Humorous story of a new ArmY man.
Cloth edition $1.75.

What to Do Abocnd lhe TrcrrsPort
A sroup of scientists answer the ques-

tions- of the soldier aboard ship. Also
available in cloth at S1.50 under the
title Science From ShiPboard.'

Studies on Wcn
Best articles ftom Military Affairs.

The Lost Bcrttolion
Ba Thomas M. Johnson and,

Fletcher Pratt
The famous outfit that held its ground.

Genghis Khan
Bg Harolil Lamb

The- great conqueror who nearlY
reached Berlin from China.
Pcrlriot Bcrttles: 1775-1783

Bu Colonel A. C. M. Azoa
Batfles of our first American war.

So Yotr're Going Overseas!
Bu Captatn Stockbridge H. Barkcr

For"the bmcer or enlisted man about
to go overseas-whether traveling with
his unit or as an individual.

rd Seroices only
(For information about ordering Fighting Forces books limited to mem'
hers of the Armed Services, see note about iestricted publications on page 74.
Price of books in this category is the same as for unrestricted Fighting

Forces Books. Cloth editions available to all others.)

Our Enemy Icpcrt
Bg Wilfrid Flaisher

The Japanese Empire and its peo-
ple since the days of Commodore
Perry. Cloth edition $2.00.
The Nqzi Stcrte

By Willium Ebenstein
The Nazi government and how it

worked-from top to bottom. Cloth
edition $2.76.
We Cqnnol Esccrpe History

Bg John T. Wlt;itaker
The events leading up to the war

in Europe told by a critically ob-
servant correspondent. Cloth edition
$2.75.
The Russicrn Army

By Walter Kerr
The most penetrating discussion

of the Red Army so far written by
an American. Cloth edition $2.75.
Freedom Specks

Selected bg George F, Regnolds
and Donald F. Connors

A storehouse of the vital and sig-
nificant ideas on freedom expressed
by mankind. Cloth edition $2.00.

Beport on trdic
By T. A. Roman

An informative and useful book
on present-day India. Cloth edition
$2.50.
Ttre Fight at Pecnl Hcnbor

Ba Blake Clark
The fight against odds which

opened the war.
Jcrpon's Militcry Mqsters

B1y Hillis Lorg
Jap Army leaders, organization,

and training. Cloth edition $2.60.

GcrsWcrlce
Bg Brig. Gen. Alden H. Wo/itt

Complete description of smoke,
gas and flame in modern war. Cloth
edition $2.76.
Burmq Surgeon

By Colonel Gordon S. Seagra:ue
A famous best-seller now available

for 25(. Cloth edition $3.00.

Rillemcsr Dodd
Ba C. S. Forester

The story of a trained and self-
reliant fighting man.

Mcchine Wcrrlcne
Bu fuIaior Gen. J. F. C. Fuller

Hitl;r studied this writer's ideas
on the plane and the tank. Cloth
edition $1.50.

Arnericc's Ncnry in World Wcr II
By Gilbert Cant

The story of the Navy's Part in
\Yorld War II written by a comPe-
tent student of naval warfare. Cloth
edition $3.75.

Animols of the Pacilic World
By T. Donald, Carter, John Eric

Hill and G. H. H. Tate
This book prepared under the di-

rection of the American Museum of
Natural History, brings all the data
on animals of the Pacific World into
one volume. Cloth edition $3.00'

How to Abcurdon Ship
Bg Pltil Richards and

John J. Banigan
Two sailors, one of whom has been

shipwrecked, here explain every side
of abandoning ship, including life on
a Iife raft. Cloth edition $1.00.
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*-Im-nrcrNr wEEKS wE HAVE RECETvED ADDTTToNAL rNFoR-

mation that supplies for the relief of American prisoners in
the hands of the Japanese are being delivered. One large
shipment rvhich was delayed in transit finally reached the
Far East and u,as disributed. Included in the shipment were
books and other materials supplied by the Infantry Journal
Prisoner of War Fund,

As we announced last month these favorable reports indi-
cating that supplies are getting through to Americans held
by the Japanese caused us to reconsider our announcement
of the temporary closing of the Fund and u,e shall continue
to accept donations. All donations, will of course, be used to
buy supplies which persons in contact u,ith the prisoners
advise us are needed by the prisoners. All the overhead in
administering the Fund is borne by the INreNrnv JounNer."

Since our last report $8ll.8l came in. This brings the
grand total of all donations since the Fund lr,as set up in
April 1943 to $129,998.07.

CONTRIBUTORS THIS N4ONTH

INrrvrpuars

Lieutenant James Kim, l60th Infantry
Staff Sgt. Marvin A. Williamson, 676th Bomb Sq

John Karl Walrath, Rome, New York
Lieutenant Oscar Stanton, 1175th MP Company

Arthur S. Wells, Los Angeles, California
Staff Sgt. N{orris Leibowitz, 4B3d Air Service Group
Captain Eugene N. Giddings, CMP
Joseph S. Floyd, Ridgefield Park, N, J.
Captain J. Cutler, Arlington, Virginia
Pfc. Joseph P. Hesse, l70th Ordnance Battalion
Master Sgt. Edward E, Bloch, 35th Infantry Division
T 13 Haty L. Willits, Hq Eighth Army
Lieutenant J. A. Chronis, Corps of Engineers
Leslie Dana, St. Louis, N4issouri
Captain, 503d Parachute Infantry
Lieutenant N4onroe S. Hall, 638th TD Battalion
Lieutenant William F. Shepard, 59th Station Hospital
Lieutenant Clarence J. Robitz, 42d Infantry Division
N4rs. Alice M. Willis, El Paso, Texas
Lieutenant William D. Carley, 400th AAA AW Bn
Lieutenant Charles Lowenthal, 2d N,{RB Company
Corporal Leonard M. Vaughn, 375Ist Truck Company
Lieutenant, Glider Infantry
Alfred A. Dustin, LaJolla, California

OnceNrzarroNs AND Cnoups

Officers'Club, B6th Air Depot Group
Officers and Enlisted NIen, 2l24th QM Truck Company
6th Ranger Infantry Battalion
Trainees, Company B, 6th Battalion, 2d Regiment, Fort

McClellan, Alabama

4

PRACTICAL BCOKS CIn

TECHNICAL TOPICS
Published by the American fechnicol Sociefy

Some sixty books on technical subjects have been added to the Infantry Journal's book list. These volumes thoroughly
cover important aspects of technical vocational training including:

)
)
)
)
)

Aviation
Air Conditioning and Building
Business and Management
Drawing, Drafting and Designing
Diesel Engineering

Electriciti'
!

Mathematics
Machinerv
Plastics
Vocational Guidance

Tilles ond Prices in Book lisf on Poge 78

THE II\FANTRY JOURNAL
'Tbe lnfantry rAssociation's .)Iagazine lor Fighting .fuIen

IIIS Seventeenth Street, N.W. o $/ASHINGTON 6, D. C.

INFANTRY JOURNAL
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,T'r HREE and a half years of war ought to be enough

,!- time for every officer in the Army to learn to back

up his Noncoms-help them become better leaders by
giving them full responsibility, and preserve their self-

confidence and authority in the dozen ways this must be

done. But many have still to learn how to develop first-
rate noncommissioned leaders in training and combat.

Yet every platoon or company commander must

expect any noncom in his outfit to take over life-and-
death responsibility in combat, when the platoon or com-

pany commander is killed or wounded in action.
Putting stripes on a man's sleeve doesn't by itself

make him a leader with assurance. The promoted pri-
vate may have given signs before you made him of hav-

ing the stuff a Noncom needs. But you, as the leader

from whom he has received his aulhority, are still the

man he must look to for his backing and for specific in-
stances of the way to lead men. And some company or

platoon commanders never seem to learn that their own
faults of leadership are usually reflected in those of their
assistants, though many Noncoms do rise above ineffect-

ual or uncertain leadership.
\When a Noncom first sews on his stripes, the chances

are that he's going to need extra help for a while until
he gets hold of his job. Unless the new Noncom has

had a considerable amount of experience in a real exer-

cise of authority as an acting Noncom, he is likely to feel

somewhat uncertain. This will often show in the fact

that he acts too tough-or too easy-or too tough one

time and too easy the next. He will be an unusual man
if he pitches in with an apparently complete confidence

and without making some awkward mistakes.

A LOT will depend on how you have handled your

f\ other Noncoms. If you have always stood behind
them and preserved their dignity and authority, every

new Noncom will know from the start that you will do

the same for him. But if you haven't, you can expect a
new corporal or sergeant to be mighty unsure of him-

self. Fortunately, every new Noncom has several of-
{icers and older Noncoms in his outfit to pattern his

actions after. If you happen to be a poor or mediocre

leader, he doesn't have to pattem after you, but it is

likely that he will if you're his commander.
A new Noncom needs some words of encouragement

and advice from you-and he shouldn't have to seek

them. As his leader it's your proper job to keep an extra

close eye on him for a while after he is made-and more
for the purpose of finding things to explain and praise

than to blame. This doesn't mean for you to weaken his

authority by standing over him whenever possible and

giving his orders yourself, or explaining at length to him
in front of hrs men just what you want and how you

want it done. You should never have recommended

him for a Noncom's rating in the first place if you

didn't think you could give him a clear order with rea-

sonable expectation of his carrying it out OK, without
continual supervision on your Part.
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The rvay to help him most by pratse ls to grve hrm

that praise rvithin the hearing of his men. No matter

hox'much he may flounder on his new job, as long as he

x-ears stripes try to find something to encourage him

about. Nothing helps an uncertain leader more than a

cleariy spoken expression of appreciation. Many seem-

ingly poor choices have finally Srown to be able Non-

coms through gathering confidence from sympathetic

understanding and encouragement.

Encouragement must not, of course, be. overdone, or

the Noncom will never learn to stand on his own feet.

But you can't expect him to know he is doing all right

unless you say so, and it will help him all the more if
you say so out loud, so his own men can hear it.

But advice, containing criticism if it is needed' should

invariably be given in private*never in front of other

enlisted men or officers. Criticism and blame of a

noncommissioned officer before others is never justified

unless his mistake is so serious in its effect on other

men that you are going to bust the Noncom on the spot.

It only takes one mild criticism of a Noncom by you

in front of his own men to ruin their respect for him,

to make them feel that you do not have faith in his

ability or character and begin to feel the same \Yay

themselves.

Such complete lack of leadership on an officer's part

can easily result in loss of life in combat. If you show

that you don't have faith in a Noncom-shou' it plainly

to his men-how can you expect them to have anv faith

in him when things get tough.

You're not fit to wear bars if that's your idea of deal-

ing with one of your Noncoms.

It has practically as bad an effect to jump on a Non-

com in the presence of others who do not happen to be

his own men. It is bound to embarrass him seriously and

start his inward stock on a downward rush from t'hich
it isn't at all likely to recover.

Not even in a battle emergency can oPen criticism of

a Noncom in front of others be justified. Even there, in

the interest of your own outfit and your own leadership

of that outfit, you should never in any circumstances

barvl out a Noncom-unless you are going to take all

his authority away from him then and there and put

someone in his place. There, more than anywhere, you

need to help your leaders through the tough situations.

-EVen ln palt-tc, wrrtrrr yuu rrdvs Lw LUTTLL

get close enough to his ear for rvhat you say to be pri-

vate. Don't even let yourself look as if you t'ere jumping

on him when others can see You'
How you say in private what you have to say to a

Noncom when you correct him is a matter of your

leadership in general. You have to be fair even if you

think you have to be hard. And many a first-rate leader

-many 
of the very best-have never in all their careers

found it necessary to form the habit of being tough

in manner toward their subordinates.

You u,ill be a far better leader if you can always

come close to showing firmness, understanding, and

sympathy in the right mixture. You can show the utmost

firmness without getting tough. And if you can do that,

you salvage the maximum of human morale even t*'hen

you have to give a severe punishment.

l\ T OT all leaders, apparently, can live up to this

I\ -ott effective manner of leading men' If you are

weak enough to have to get tough, you've got to be, at

the same time, fair and just.

If you aim for such conduct toward your Noncoms, if
you try continually to strengthen their standrng in the

unit, you will have a first-rate, fighting outfit'

But you may even be a superb leader of men yourself ,

with an outfit that thinks you could hardly be beat, and

still not handle your Noncoms to the best advantage of

the rvhole unit. For when the leadership is strongly

centered in one man, no matter how fine and able and

self-possessed in combat-if that man goes, his outfit

is all too likely to go to Pieces.

So you have to build up your junior leaders, your

Noncoms, in every way you can. If you drop out, you

want the outfit to go ahead as weil as if you were there'

You must never get to believing it can't. You want it to

Iight on ahead kept up by your tradition-and (mainly)

by your good work in helping your Noncoms find them-

selves from the first day they put on their stripes, and

become effective combat leaders.

If you think you have some faults in the way you

handle your Noncoms, you can change yourself ' It takes

thought, awareness, and practice. But you can do it if
you're worth the bars You wear.

If you can't, you'd better turn them in'
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THE T NKJNF7
By Major General Orlando Ward

UpON READING THE NIOST RECENT FIEI,D MANUALS ON

the tank batnlion and the armored infantry battalion, it

seems to me that these publications do not present all a

junior officer and noncommissioned officer of armored in-

f".rtry or tanks vr''ants to know. The questions I would u'ant

answered are just horv do I, as an infantry soldier, co-

operate with a tank; just how does my tank cooperate and

work with the infantry soldier? N'{ost of the diagrams show a

group of infantry in one block in a tank formation or a grouP

of turrkt in one spot in an infantry formation. I am afraid

the texts tend to over-emphasize "high-level tactics" and

under-emphasize the detailed minor tactics and application

of techniques essential to successful tank-infantry battle'

I then read FN4 l'7-36, Erupl-oym.ent of Tanl<s wt'tlc In

fantr1,, and found some of my questions answered but still

the operation of the individual tank and the infantry soldier

is noi covered adequately. I am of the opinion that the rvar

has progressed faster than we can write our texts and adjust

our organization to meet its needs. Let us otganize tank-in-

fantry battalions for use in the Pacific, with a basic section

consisting of a tank and an infantry squad in a full or half-

track. We should build our minor tactics around such a

section and write our text so that there will be little doubt

in the minds of its members as to how they u'ill work to-

gether. Time is wasting-the battle is ahead.

N4ines, panzerfausts, antitank guns, N'lolotov cocktails

have, for the ti-e being at least, largely eliminated inde'

pendent tank action. Tank battalions or companies that

went into action without immediate and closely supporting

infantry sacrificed unnecessarily many tanks which other-

r,vise would have participated efiectively in another battle'

Infantry action r,vithout tanks is costly. The time has come

to give junior officers a reasonable solution to this problem

in minor tactics, together with an appropriate organization'

We cannot continue to leave it to battlefield inspiration

and before-battle improvisation.

There are t\\ro schools of thought. One is that tanks

should be trained as mnks and infantry as infantry, follow-

ing rvhich the trvo are trained together for concerted action

,rrd", their own cotnmanders. The other thought is that

tanks and infantry of the future will be so necessary to

each other on the battlefield that tank-infantry battalions,

down to include mnk-infanftv sections, are essential for

real battlefield efficiencY.

Armored divisions in Europe attempted to solve this

problem in various ways. Some went so far as to "marry

up" infantry and tank companies and battalions' Others

prt infantry companies in tank battalions and tank com-

puni", in infantry battalions. Still others took the regula-

tio.r, urrd tables of organization as 'w'ritten and attempted

to throw the t\,vo together on the battlefield' You might

term this a temPorary love affair. Some succeeded and

others failed. Success has been predominant but not

necessarily because of a proper solution to the problem'
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The time has come to work out the small-unit toctics of the

lnfantry-Armor combination ond to integrate the teom into

Tonk-lifontry battalions with the bosic unit being a sec-

tion compotid of one tonk and one squad of lnfantrymen

We now find ourselves with battalions of armored in-

fantry and battalions of tanks fairly well trained according

to current standards. When these battalions are thrown

together on the battlefield they operate more or less e[-

fectively, depending on the ingenuity of the commanders,

both high and lor,v; but there is not enough training in

minor tactic, implanted in the lou'er echelons and practiced

by them to insure efficient cooperation in battle' N4uch is

left to inspiration.
The backfield and the line work together for two or

three times prior to the home-coming game and then bet

their lives on th" result. Incidentally, with tanks and in-

fantry it is not known ahead o[ time whether the backfield

u,ill te the line or the line the backfield' In other words,

at one time one will lead and another time the other, or still

a third time the line and the backfield must be thoroughlv

mixed to obtain ProPer results.

We face the final battles of the -61 1a,ith rained tank

battalions and trained armored infantry battalions' We can

count on the enemy ordinarily being able to coPe effectively

u'ith our tanks if they are not well supported by our in-

fantrv. We can count on him stopping our infantry if they

are not rvell suPPorted by tanks. We, I am afraid, are leav-

ing to happenstance the necessary team play on the battle-

nid b"t*""n the infantry and the armor' We certainly

must put in our text clear-cut means and methods for this

coopeiation. On the other hand, even with it in the text'

we should practice it incessantlY: not just on special oc-

casions as is norv the case'

It appears essential, in the iight of the type of opposition

"r.orrrrt"r"d 
in the Asiatic Theater, that two things should

be done. First, that a clear-cut, definite and detailed basis

of minor tactics cooperation between tanks and infantry on

the battlefield be published under some title as "Minor

Infantry-Tark Tuctics on the Field of Battle," starting w'ith

the single tank and the squad o[ infantry fighting together

for a common cause as a ank-infantry section' Second' in

order to be thoroughly trained, indoctrinated and familiar'

one u,ith the oGr,- tank-infantry battalions should be

formed. These should be composed of tank-infantry com-

panies, tank-infantrlr platoons and tank-infantry sections'

We should .rot frrrth", avoid the issue' Too often the

weapon and not the mission determines the arm' Co-

op"iation does not u'ork on the battlefield; someone must

b" i., .harge. The quicker this is done, the less the cost of

final victory.
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THs NonTHERN HALF oF rwo JrMA, BEYoNo Tur lees'
cross-island defenses, was a desolate, broken area of sraoking

sulphuric sand and barren, jagged ridges' The tall masses o[

.oc'k ,p.a.led and tumbled without pattern, I'vhere a series

of 
"r.ihquukes 

had once pushed up milliors of tons ol rol-

ca.ric storre and left them lying in iraggy heights and bare,

sharp-edqed spines several hundred yards long'

T'h" l8o*i"g rocks and narrolv chasms added new ter-

rors to the advincing N{arines. It was like going through a

minjature Grand C#1on' u ith ]rps hidden in hundLeds o['

caves and pillboxes among the rotks and l:oulders' N4ore-

over. thc riiges whiclt o[re-n rose to the.height ol three-story

hori", .,r"r""u.td"rmined and laced like other Parts o[ the

jsland rvit[r jnterconrrecting tunnels in u hich the Japs could

hide. The rocks could be pi;nl.,l1v rnd merhodicallr cleared

;il;p; ;gr; nr,.l ugoi.,, frt ul*uy, the enemy -#ug"d to

."^oo"o."f.om inner*caverns and recesses to harass our rear'

ti'," frghting lrom approximately D plus l6 to D plus 25'

ur*,.r.l Jrr" r.r!h .idgc ihet laf in ihe 3d Division's zone of

;;,1"" near the thirE airfield, to'as typical of the struggles

By

scene unearthly" It blew like steant across the ridge's stone

n alls. Three A-e.ican tanks lay fifty yards away, firing
their 75s point-blank at a concrete p-illbox,perched near the

ridge's su.,rmit. The l\Iarin"t attaiking the ridge crau'led

u^"org the stones and sandv shell holes, peering through

the smoke for enemY movements.

A flame-thrslaring'team, guarded bv tu'o automatic rife-
men, ll,otked itt t"iy cautioirsly uP to an alreadl'-blackened

hole. The air rvas 61i"d ltrith the noise of erploding grenades

and with the smell of cordite and clead bodies.

The smoke ble'iv au,ay from one section of thc rocks'

The exposed stones and'caves looked like an ogre's face,

showing broken black and brou.'n teeth, teady t9.t"nP.,ut
the N4aiines attacking it. From behind one of the "teeth"-
a black hole in the u,?ll-a Nambu machine gun chattered'

A N4arine rifleman, caught upright, scrambled torvard the

protection oI a bouldct.-H" siopped abruptly' reached lor

lris thrort rnd lell to his Lnees' The machine gun kept

chattering. The N4arine screamed and slon'lv dropped to his

full length.

T echnicol Sergeant Aloin M. JosephU, Jr.

USMCR

"rY

-"j

?.':

r,r,aged ior all of them-struggles characterized not only b1'

clos-e-in. bitter combat, b"t 5y a seemingly endless series oi
tragic episodes and unerpccted deaths'

iAl" fi.tt saw this partiiular ridge during one of the manv

battles that had flamed among itipeaks and gullies' Its tall,

twistins mass-running almo-st ten city blocks in length-
looked?s i[ it had beei hit by many heavy explosions' The

rocks and boulders had tumbled down the ridge's slopes in

chaotic landslides. You had to look closely to distinguish

the black mouths o[ cave entrances and the carefully cam-

ouflaged pillbox positions that lay among the debris'

WT-,it" .lorrds irom American i*oke grenades made the

It rvas ironic that at the time this ridge of death was

almost a mile behind our front lines. Elements of the 9th

and 2lst N4arines had first seized it several days before and'

thinking it secured. had gone on. When rve had passed it
earlier i?, th" morning, on.-or. \vay toward-the front, it had

still been peaceful an"d quiet. A radio jeep had been parked

in the open, its driver ,.r.orr."rrr"dly-eating a can of ra-

tions. The only other N4arines in sight had been a group of

ensineers. ,.otit s on their hands ind knees for mines and

jok'i.,g uboi,t th""hot sand burning through the knees of

their pants.
NJne of us suspected that there were still Japs in the

t'-,:':



desert-like area. The ridge had had its day already, and-rve

assumecl that its ,to.y ,Ivu, over. The N'Iarines u'ho had

originallv taken it on'D plus 16 had clarnbered across it,
firr? krrotki"g out its gun positions- rvith mortars, bazookas

and tank fire, in the uiual ."ay, and then poking into every

hole for surviving enerny' Soine of the holes needed treat-

ment with hand lrenades a.td flame throrvers, r'r'hile others

were sealdd with" demolitions. But there had been little
ffouble, and soon the ridge had become quiet' The lines had

sone on. Platoons had ioued ahead. fighting through the

iost *orld of the sulphur area, uP to the third airfield' Sup

port elements had ftl]orved, pausing near the ridge then

ho-i.,g on towarcl the northJrn end- of the island' Finally

SEPIEMBER, I945

an aid station had arrived and set uP among the tumbled

boulders. And that u,as tryhen the fireu'orks, tvhich we were

now \\itnessirtg, had begun.
The ridge, iike all tht other-s on In'o, hacl been thor-

oughly inte"grared into the Jap schenre ol de['enses' Fifreen-

cen"timeter [rns had s.]t on 1op ol the humps commanding

the vieu, i;11 directions. They had been shattered by our

naval and aerial bombardments. From the ridge's sides, anti-

tank guns, mortar-s and machine guns had poked out at the

d."nfr landscape. Their scores of Liding places ranged ftom

,rnuli.orr.."te pillboxes, set into the rock, to narro\4l cave

entrance\nlays, camou{laged rvith -stones, 
sand and sticks'

The entrantes led into tLe network o[ tunnels and caverns'

ll
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A Bloze of Fire

A blaze of enemy small-arms fire came lrom at least fil'e

, . different ptrts of ihe ridge. Three l\4arrines topplecl over
'" and the othe.-.s dove for ior,er. The bullets u'histled Past

the men in the aid station' The corpsmen looked up be-

wilderedly, then dropped to their hands and knees and rvent

on u,orking over the r,vounded.
The N4arines in front of the ridge huddled behind r-ocks

and waited. A step into the oPen meant death or injury.
They studied the wounded men lving orrt in the-open- and

tried to figure how to pull them to shelter. F1n-ally 
-a 

little
corporal fiom New York licked his hps and handed his

rifle to the man next to him.
"Here goes," he said. He crawled out to the r.l'ounded man

lying nearest to him.' He t-rad almost reached him u,hen there was another

burst of fire and he stiffened. The injured man r.vas also hit.
His bod,v jerked and quivered. Blood florved from undet-
neath the'corporal's head. Both men had,been instantly
killed.

One of the corpsmen, a lanky fellorv from Texas, left
the aid station ur.d 

"urr" 
around the ridge to see what all

the shooting was about.
"Get down," a N4arine yelled at him. The corpsman

dropped behind a rock,and pushed his helmet back on his

head. His eyes were bloodihot and glassy from lack of
sleeo.

"fu"y," he called, "knock it off. This here's a hospital."
The'Marines didn't appreciate the humor. They pointed

down the road behind him. The corpsman turned. There
r.l,ere four stretcher bearers stumbling along the ,62d q,ith

a rvounded man, hurrying to the aid station.
The corpsman cupped his hands over his mouth to try to

warn the stretcher bearers. 'Ihere \,vas too much noise' They
couldn't hear him. The Japs began to fire at them' They
ran faster. The corpsman wanted to run out and knock
them flat, but something held him spellbound.

A bullet hit one of the sffetcher bearers in the leg. He
looked arouncl wildly and crashed to the ground' The
stretcher spilled on top of him. The men in front tripped
as they tried to hold onto the stretcher. The Japs kept
shooting into the group. The bullets peppered the sand

around-them. The r,vounded stretcher bearer jumped up
again and grabbed his end of the litter. He started to drag
tlie stretcher along, but dropped it. The man on the stretcher
hung half over it. His head and shoulders dragged along
the ground.

'l''he other men half-crarvled and half-ran rvith the
stretcher until they reached the rocks. The wounded
stretcher bearer loped after them. When he reached the
shelter, he fell again. It rvas a miracle that he had been able
to stay on his feet. The bullet had laid open his calf as if it
had been hit by a meat cleaver. The man on the stretcher
was stone dead. One of the bullets from the ridge hit him
in the skull.

No one knelr,,how many Japs rvere in the ridge or u,here
they had come from, or r,vhen. A supply captain, coming
up from the rear, sau, r'r,hat was going on and radioed for
tanks and demolitions men. \4ore N4arines from neighbor-
ing units gathered. They inspected the ridge from safetv

points behind some rocks.

Step By Step

When the tanks arrived, the N{arines had started the
step-by-step job of again cleaning out the ridge. The danger-

oui and tedious r.vork that had originally been done on D
plus 16 by the front-line troops had to be repeated. The
N4arines thren, smoke bombs and phosphorus grenades
against the rocks and rnor,ed in with bazookas and auto-
matic weapons. When the smoke drifted away, they had to
shoot fast, or a Jap r,r,ould catch them from one of the many
holes. The tanks hurled their 75s at every position their-

gunners could locate. Engineers tried to fing dynamite
charges into the caves.

Despite their preponderance of rveapons, the N4arines

foundlhat there lr,ere too many holes. Thev u,ould attack
one only to be shot at from another a half a dozen feet
a\l/ay. N4oreover, the ridge rvas not a straight wall but, in
many places, cuned like an S. Entranceu/ays protected
each other, so that N4arines would be hit in the back from
holes guarding the one they were assaulting. The inter-con-
necting tunnels inside the ridge also allowed the Japs to
play deadly, tag r,r,ith the N4arines. They r,r,ould shoot out of
one hole. By the time Marines got close enough to that
hole, the Japs had left it and were shooting from another
one tr,r,enty yards away and higher up in tHe rvall. The
N4arines had to post guards at every hole they could see in
order to attack any one of them. The tunnels also curved
and twisted inside the ridge. The Japs could escape the
straight trajectory weapons and grenades throurn into the
cave entrances merely by running back into the interior.

Finally flame throwers were called. They threw long
jets of faming liquid into the holes and along the curving
walls of the tunnels. The roaring fames did the trick. The

They ran all through the ridge and allowed, the defenders to
dart its length, firom hole to hole, without being seen.

The Nzlaiine aid station had set up in a small amphi-
theater formed by the rocks at one end of the ridge. A
smashed Jap antiaircraft gun loomed overhead, its long
pocked barrel pointing into the sky.' The .o.pr*"., had"been too brsy to notice the rocks. A
battle u,asltt progress 1,500 yards ahead, and the stretcher
bearers rvere Eringing back a streirln of r'vounded. Thev- set

the litters dou,n tendedl,2r.1went back for more wounded.
The doctors ard co.ps-en worked silently over the torn
and bleeding men.

A heavy Jap machine gun had suddenly rattled from the

side of the ridqe, jusr as a man carrying a crate of ammu'
nition was passlng by. He dropped his load of mortar shells,

Iooked startled, and crumpled in a heap in the sand. A
group of N4arines, idling aiross the open space, hit the dirt
and wriggled behind rocks. Two automatic rifemen, at-

tached to a rifle company in resetve, peeked over the lip of
a shell hole in which they had been resting. They tried to see

rvhere the bullets u,ere coming from. Thev sPotded an oPen-

ing in the rocks and fired at it. The Jap machine_gun ce.ased

.aiilirg. The two N4arines cautiously clambered out of the

shell hole and crau,led toward the ridge. Other Marines,
sensing a fight, waved to each other and began to close in.
They Iove.ed each other rvith carbines and ri{les and edged

slor,vly touzard the rocky hole.
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N4arines heard the Japs hor,vling. A [eu' rushed out of the

"uu", 
or, fire. The'N{a'-ines shit them or knocked them

down and beat out the fames and took them prisoners'

When the N4arines began to hear muffied explosions inside

the caves, they guesseithat somc ol the Japs were blowing

themseIves ,p *ith hand grenacles. 
-

The sce.rJbecame u'ili and terrible' N1[ore Japs rushed

,"r"a.r.ir-rg from the caves. They tumbled over the rocks'

their clofires and bodies burning fiercely' Soon the flame

throwers paused. A N"tarine lifted himself cautiously. into

vien,. There were no shots frorn the caves' A Jup with his

clothes in rags hunched himself out of one hole, his arms

uoraised. ThE Marines stood up behind the rocks ancl u aved

,o'hi- to come out. The Jap indicated that there \1'eIe mole

nho rvould like to ,r.rr"r-,i"i'. The N4arines motioned him to

tell them to come out.- 
Almost forty scared and beaten men emerged from dif-

ferent holes. Some of them had round pudding faces' They

srinned nervously and said they u'ere Korean-s' They had

8"",l for".d by t(" Japs to stav in-the-caves' They said that

evervone elsein the clves had either been burned to death

o. hld committed suicide.

The N4arines sent them to the rear' Then they groped

cautiouslv among the rocks from hole to hole, examining

;;;h 
";,'.r"."tru"y. 

Dead bodies. some !it^b;'. bullets and

grenade frug*"rir, some burned into frightful black lumps'
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lay in the holes. The smell r'vas overwhelming and men

ilrned away in disgust'
The battle of the riclge seemed over' An officer made a

"or.ro 
;;i;g "p 

demoliEon crews as soon as i\ey c,ould.fe

soared bv th"e [,Lnr-]ine cotnpanies' They would seal up the

ir".,j"r"r.' ir-,it,rorur".o,r" iidg"' The' N4arines gathered

,-f*i, 
"*""fties 

and clrifted a.rly' The tanks shifted into

,"u"tt" and backed out. Peacefulness settled once more

over the area." 
8.,;; *", ,to, for long. The sudden death rvhich we had

.";; ; ulas to strike Jlain from the ridge, this time bit-

terlv close.---tf."i 
t"-e dav, several hours later, Sergeant Reid Cham-

be.iain.u-" r.p to the aid station' He was on his way to.a

ir""t-ii"" .o,,1ur,'. Chamberlain \vas- a prominent figure in

iir" ni"ti"" CJtpt. He had served with General MacArthur

on Bn,uun and torregidor early in the rn'ar' H" h'd escapecl

i;;;-C;;'AiJo, ,o h'"lp o'g'ni'e Filipino guerrilla b"ands'

FIe had stayed in the Philippines a )'ear and c halt ano

had been cornmissioned a lietttenant in the U' S'.Army'

iirullv he had returned to America and been awarded the

ij;;drili;h;d Service Cross. Then he had^resigned his

commiision, re-enlisted as a sergeant in the Lvlarlnes' ano

had come overseas again. He *it t'o* a battalion runner

*lrh ,h" 2lst RegimZnt. He u'as short and handsome and

wore a brown mustache' Despite the publicity that had

r3



been given to_ his exploits as a guerrilla leader in the Philip-
pines, he had stayed modest and unassuming and was ore
of the most popular men in the outfit.

A small group of us accompanied Reid to the front-line
company. We began to cross the clearing u,hich we thought
had been ridded of Jap sniper fire. To escape occasional
mortar shells that were dropping in the open, we clung per-
haps too closely to the rocky rvalls of the ridge. We were
picking our way among the stones and the- burned Jap
bodies u,hen three shots rang our from the hillside. We
scattered and tried to run behind some boulders. Reid drer,v
his pistol and looked frantically around. There uzas another
shot. We heard a thud. We thought the bullet had struck
the curving side of the ridge.

When vye reached safe spots, we paused and looked back.
Our hearts beat u,ildly. Reid u,as nowhere in sight. An
ambulance driver o.rd ur, automatic rifeman were ciouchecl
behind near-by rocks, their teeth clenched, their hands grip-
ping their weapons. They r,vere trying to find the hole from
which the shots had come. We called Reid but received no
answer. Slowly we tried to edge back. Rife shots cracked at
us from several holes, and u,e ducked again.

Alive With Jops

. Thelong, rocky ridge u,as_once more alive rtith enemy.
Again N,{arines- began to gather, coming up cauriously [o
help us. They dashed from rock to rock ind-slid among the
boulders, trying to seek cover from the many caves that
looked out at us. We told them about Reid, lying someu,here
among th^e rocks. We formed a ream quickly ancl began
crawling forward. When the Japs fired af us again, the den
covering us saw where the shots were coming from. They
sent a stream of automatic fire at the holes and "buttoned
up'' the Japs. One burly sergeant stood straight up rvirhour a
helmet on and, gritting his teeth, fired his carbine from his
hip, moving directly at a hole as he fired. The jeep ambu-
Iance driver finally reached Reid's bodv and lifted his head.
A trickle of blood for,r,ed from behind hir; 

"u.. 
FIis eves lr,ere

open, but he was dead.

Il"l" is nothing you can say or do lr,hen a good friend is
suddenly killed in"battle. You'feel stunned, uigr.,,,, sad anC
somewhat frustrated. We could have fired point-blank the
rest of the day at those holes. The Japs would only have
Iaughed at us. In an instant thev had-claimed one'of our
besi me,r. Reid's vr.,onderful rna. .ecord had ended abruptly.
After so -aly- h-eroic deeds, it seemed an added t.ug"dy
that he .ir,as killed r,vhile doing norhing but rvalking. T"here
rvas nothing anybody could do about it.

We cralr,led back and sent for flame throlr,ers, only to
find that we couldn't ger anv more thar day. They rvere all
busy up front. N4eanw"hile, an ourfit of thc bth N4arines vras
moving up and pitching its bivouac on top of the ridge,
u,hich had become silent again. We hunted up the cJm-
p?."d,fg officer and,told him rhere were still Japi inside the
hill. We related to him all that had happened^at the ridge
that day. He listened concernedly but decided it rvas too lale
in the aftemoon ro rry to root out the Japs still in the caves.
He posted guards behind the rocks lacing rhe ridges and
gave them orders to keep all straggling N{alines au,Iv from
the holes.

Another combat correspondent, Technical Serseant Fran-

cis Barr, had come up with the new ourfit and was digging
in for the_night. What happened that night war latEi r"I
vealed by Barr.

According to him, as_soon as it got dark the Japs tried
to come out of their holes. The N4irine guards sai, them
slithering our among the rocks and op&red fire, killing
some and driving the others back in. The Japs screamed anf,
cursed vi,hen they realized they n,ere t.npp"d. Some of them
committed suicide inside their holes.

Corporal H. E. Duke heard the muffied sounds of hand
grenades exploding undernearh him in the ridge. He had
been sitting in a blackoul relr, making out some"operarional
reports on.a type\4/riter. He looked at-his watch. Il was just
before midnight.

Suddenl,v there r,vas a terrific explosion that rocked the
whole !t! 4 huge boulder flerv-rhrough the tent and
smashed Duke's typeurriter into smithereeis. Outside, Cor-
poral Vincent N4. Langa u,as blor,vn out of his foxhole

I\yerlty feet into the_air. Corporal John F. N4uralt a chap-
lain's assistant, was buried, as the explosion sent slides of
hot sand into his hole.

A fash of flame shot into the air and there was a series
of rumbles and more_explosions. The ridge quivered and
shook. Rocks, dirt and hunks of concrete iho-e.ed among
the dug-in N.{arines. Platoon Sergeant Rudolph Rott thoughl
the v,,hole ridge rvas on fire.

Py ,t " light of the flames, the men dug each orher out
and scrambled dou,n the ridge to safety. 

"Stor", 
cascaded

after them in landslides rhat sealed 
"p 

half the holes in the
ridge's rnall. The men took up positions behind the rocks
and waited for the Japs to iome out. Platoon Sergeant
Waldo D. Hlmphrev saw rrvo of them sitting amon! the
stones in a dazed condition. They r,vere car.firrg a.rt-ip"r-
sonnel mines around rheir u,aists. He killed ih"i, 

^, ,lh"u
tried to g"j "p. Anorher man srruggling dor,vn the slop!
saw olher Taps. tning ro msh our lrom the holes, only to Le
buried in landslides. Their arms and legs protrud"d fror.,
the dirt and rocks. A group of €ve Japs, iunnirrg along the
n,all of the_ ridge, ,, ere spbtted by the light of th" fn"-"r,
and instanth, killed.)

Devils from Hell

"They looked like litde dewils running through hell,,, a
corporal said lat,er on. "Al1 they needed"were p"itchforks.,,

_ Slowly_the N'larines realized-what had happened, The
Japs had blor,r'n rhemselves up and, with them, the whole
ridge. When rhe dau,n ca,re, the N4arines discovered that
they had suffered only one serious casualty. N4any men, Iike
Corporal.N,lurait, had been completely buried by the rocks
and sulphuric ash, but companions had dug them out be-
f_ore they had smothered. Siouts who pokel into some of
the_remaining holes found that the Japs had used land mines
and 125-p.ound aerial bombs to blor,v-up the hill. They also
discovered. emprY canteens on some # the torn Japanese
bodies. indicating thar the men who had tried to come out
earlier in the night had probably been after warer.

It r,r'as almost impossible and certainly foolhardy to try
to trace the u,inding runnels to rheir souices. The N4arines
instead decided to blow all rhe holes still unsealed and tran
whatever Japs might still be alive in the ridge's i.,.r". ,"1
ae<se(



Morine riflemen cover o flqmelhrower moving in loword o cove opening in the iungle of slone
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Suicide Run-ghs ilqyl,es cqlled it. The Jops hod qn AT gun hidden somewhere in rhe iungle of slone qnd vehiclesing up ond down lhe rood were its torgets. Finolly o lonk c ome up to blost it out ond rifleme n look core of Jop survtvorsIl yrt,,r,long_and tedious job. The demolitions menworKed ail day,. placing charges in the mouths of more thanrorry cayes. When they were blown, jt was almost imoos_sible to know whethe.r riny hol", u.,d;.;;i.r;#;;';:";
Jeft among the iumbled ,6.f,, ,t r"rjh ;h;h'tjdil; H,could still-fi.". Iiy nightfalJ 

"r",1,"r"%fi, ,"r,r" ot trusrra_tion and furtheriro,ibl". A" offi'.";;;;h;.g" of a group ofthe engineers shook his head ,"a ,"ia,'iW" orthor';;il;
up a. sign here, 'Pass at your own risk., ,,

The sign \,va.s nor pr.t ,p. tf it had been, it would havemade some ol rhe men laugh. 
!.ug-the terrible riag" *"rriiti

il,Hig"::_tauS}., 
at. It *a"s srilt,,h;;.,;;-r"ppfy"""iii".-,

io lJrvrsron regiment was the next outfit to-run into thedeath that lurk"ed among its rocks.

"^Il"+Je 
sY.Pp]y,u1i; movcd rrp, the area again tooked

::Ti", l.h: 
unrrpuched tents and galleys. built iation piJes.parKed ;eeps and trailers and nonihalanrly went abo,lt its

Dusrness of shuttlins hot [ood, ammunition'and wate. to thebattalions ahead.

1ank. gu^n-u'as some\,\.here. among_the debris of the ridge.
Som'e of rhe rnembers o[ the *p[ly 

"ri, armed themselveswith rifes and carbines urd *"ri ioiuu" u lr"k. A,i;;;;f
small-arms bullets from the ,idg" d;;;; ih"_ back.

They sent for hel
-t -. 1 

. ,. . p ro an engineering outfit, but were toldrnar oemolrtrons men could not be spired at the moment.The drivers who had._to mke that-.t'ad, _ouirrg back anclforth to the front, ca]led the ,ori"",,Sli.ide Run.,, Ever'
l,:" l\"1 approached the rocks ,h"y ,;;;;iil ;"rhl
gas,ano rared,pasr rhem as Iasr as thcy c-oud go. The anti_tank gun hurled shells ar them each ii.", b.ro, fril;;i;there were no hits. Finat]y ; ,;;[-;;r"r"n, ,r. It waitedbehind some rock.. tilt thl J"t g." ;;J "ri"rfr";:tT;position. Then the tank blaitei ft it vr,ith its 75. In a few

f:I::^'i;]-ap posirion was a pile of smokinj ."Stf".
^uromatrc nHemen rr.ho moved in to catch enemyiurvivors
found the troublesome \\reapon-to be a i;^.anritank gun.The Japs had kept it corrcealed durins .ll ;h;;;;ri;;;fighting around rhe ridge. 

--'-"6

It would seem as lf, ihat 
Tigh_t have ended the story ofthe ridge. But.it didn't. a, ,fr?b",tf"-f". i,"" lr"f,i ri.conclusion in the northern cliffs, Jap rin"*"r, and machine

gunners continued to hang on iniidl the tunnels b".k h"."
*^1**, .1l .pu""r';by"",h"r"'". " lr"a rh;,";;;;;;:
senred. I he area soon became fuI of N4"arines. Rear cai.,.,.

HT t:1,*".{T:lq rhe rocky h"eights a",,i"jir," r.,a,.,pI.,.rno \\'tlh rhe concenrration o[ men ro shJot at, the la,r.meted out sudden death and i"j".y ;o"-;;;;:i";J#
pecting Americans.

pqss-

- Someone told the new arrivals about the ridge. But thevIooked at its silent, stre\^n .o"kr r,d rh;"#;.fi" fighilg
was no\,v more rhan a mile ahead. A s"ifiE. or two this farback couldn r cause trouble.

But this time it wasn,t a sniper. i', '

A jeep- and failer, setting off one afrernoon with hotcoffee and doughnuts for-the"f.ont tin"r, *r, 6red ar. Thedriver didn't w:ait to find our what tlra of \ eapon wasshooring at him. He knew ir was somethi"q;;n"H"t;r"*j
on the gas and raced out of the ,r"r- On"rl,"";;;;;.it;
was shot at again. Jeep ambul".,." Jrlu"* ;;;;rii#;"'i;
[:l_:1"1"d simi]ar ittacks on them. fi"rtty , ,*f.,-ffi
Derrng over rhe road, rvashit. The crew ju_ped o"t ,"j niabellind some rocks.

ot
A
a

After a while, thev came back and reoorted rhar qn anri-

-.1 
t*t"f'n' stringing a line betr,veen rear cPs, was shrnrough the head. 'l wo cooks were winged in the arms.*'hole morrar platoon was pinned d;#-; its holes bv

]:l fll.J],le,gunner. A barber and_an officer *ho *., Ii"v-



Whenever the Nlarines couid sPot exact positions lrom

'rhich Japs were liring, they anempted to knock them out'

Vith n.rfu*atic rifles and barookas, they crept among the

ocks and blasted at the small holes. Then they threu' dyna-

nite charges into the slits and hoped they u'ould do the

rick.
It r.vas an almost hopeless task. The N4arines soon

ealized that there *ut oriy one \vay to eliminate the Japs'

fhat was to wait until they came out' And come out they

,"rrt.,ullv did, for food and \(/ater. One night near the end

,f the campaign five enem) emerged and^crept up to a regi-

nental h"rdq"rutt"rs unit. Autoliatic riflemen, jn a circle

rf foxholes a'ro.r.rd the bivouac area, sa\ll the Japs in the

noonlight and opened-fire.-They killed all five'

I., tfi" ,ur.," liuy, other Japanese straqglers were elimi-

nated, one Dy one, grouP Dy gro-uP' -nuL 
urr u yt||) a)'

the dav the Nzlarines"or"i.urr'tlie lasr bit o[ Iu'o Jima and

the island r,r,as declared secured, death rvas still coming

from the ridge. A Jap sniper that day shot a passing corps-

man through the ear.

We ,,"oE, knew just how many Japs r'r'ere in that ridge

or u,hete they kepf coming fro-' Some thought that the

Tans moved ,iornd at niqht lrom one part of the island to

ihl oth"., looking for u'a"ter, and that it da't't'tt they disap

neared into the ,""ur"rt ridqes. Other men thought the Japs

iror",l lrom ridge to ridgJ through underground tunnels'

Onlv if *'" ,u".6 some diy to teai away from the sides ol

the iidges the tumbling rocks and debris *hich no\\'cover

th" *u".v holes ivouli \1'e ever be able to trace to their

sources t'h" t.,.,n"], that fill their dreadful interiors'

A model of o cross seclion of o typicol Jop ridge defense like the

irigi" it .rone. A lobyrinth of iunnels undermined the islond's
i,igi ground, opening in coves ond prolecled gun posilions'
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HEADS UP!
No Trnu IS So MISUSED BY INFANTRYMEN AS

"pinned down." When heavy enemy small-arms fire

opens up the tendency is to hit the ground and get

"pinned down." Units as large as platoons, and even

companies, sometimes describe themselves as "pinned

doln." But it is difficult for a platoon, and almost im-

possible for a company, to be "pinned dou,,n" in a

truly physical sense.

When a unit (or an individual) cannot move vvith-

out being exposed to enemy fire, it cannot permit itself
to be "pinned dou,n." A running man is a difficult tar-

get, even for automatic u,eapons. A unit can often
work out of these situations by application of frre and

mo\rement or movement through concealment. A sol-

dier cannot be "pinned dou,n" u,ithout cor,er in the

open. He moves to cover or dies. Hitting the ground
u,hen fired upon in such terrain is only a temporary

expedient before making a dash for cover. Lives have

been lost through a deeply ingrained, but false con-

ception of what being 'lpinned dorvn" really means.

If our activities are restricted and hampered bv
enemy fire, the enemy certainly derir.,es no secret

pleasures from the hail of our lead. We can decrease

considerablv his ability to hurt us by keeping him
under a constant rain of bullets and high explosives.

The more nearly lve keep the enemy "pinned do\l,n,"
the fewer American lives lve shall lose. To do this, r,r,e

must use our fire power aggressively. There must be

no reluchnce to use ammunition, except rn,hen supply

difficulties force us to conser\re it. This r,vill to shoot

is especially important 
'for 

crew-served supporting
\,veapons. We hear too much talk among some such

crervs of, "We can't shoot; for if we do the enemy rvill
zero-in on us and knock us out." Of course the enemv

u,ill shoot back if he gets the chance. We must shoot

so much that he can't shoot back accurately and we

must change the positions of our suppofting \lreapons

often enough to keep the enemy guessing.

Our emphasis upon all-around security and avoiding
line defenses has not eliminated the tendencv to

place the overwhelming strength of a unit in the sup-

posed direction of the enemy in a defensive position.

By Lieutenant

Thomas L. Dalrymple

Too often companies have been counterattacked from
a flank or rear and found themselves unprepared to

employ an effectiye fraction of their fighting strengtlr
in the direction of the attack" The unadulterated truth
is that a company (or smaller unit, if separated from
its company) should set up an oblong closed-perimeter

defense. The more nearly that closed perimeter ap-

proximates a circle, the better the defensive position
is. Security in all directions is not sufficient; there

must be fighting strength in all directions.

N4any soldiers, replacements and veterans alike,

seem to have fatal misconceptions about the use of
the foxhole in a defensive position. When accurate

enemy artillery is falling upon such a position, the in-
telligent thing to do is duck dorvn into the foxhole
until the shell, or shells, have exploded and then
raise your head to find out if enemy infantry is moving
in. Hou,er.er, in a small-arms fight, it is foolhardy not
to keep your head up enough to observe and to shoot.

Those who employ the ostrich technique in a small-

arms fight not only vastly increase their own chances

of dving, but also place their comrades in danger of
being shot dovi,n from the rear by infiltrating enemy.

Some men who supplv front-line troops seem to

think that only those in strictly front-line assign-

ments are expected to endanger their lives. Thev do

not seem to consider it their job to get supplies for-

u,ard regardless of danger. Since supplies are usuallv
most urgently needed on the line during times of
danger, frontline troops sometimes go without needed

supplies or essential strength on the line is depleted

to send troops back to get rvhat is needed. Battle-

u,earl front-line Doughbovs should have to do no

more than a bare minimum of supply carrying.

Individual soldiers and units cannot be physically
"pinned do\lrn" in many situations; fire power must

be used aggressirrely; all-around defense in strength

must be stressed; heads must be kept up in small-arms

fights; supplies must be moved forward to frontline
troops in the face of all dangers; we must have heads-

up efficiency as lrye prepare for the complete militarv *
destruction of lapan. +

* ********* ** *** ***** **** * *
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ASSAULT DETACHNfiENT
By Lieutenant Terry O'Regan

- J THE AVERAGE RIFLE PLATOON, AN ATTACK ON A JAP
: - .. )erious problem. You can't iust thror.v in a couple
,.:,-r qrenades, move in and mop up. That costs good

lives.
- ,. neutralization of these underground fortifications

r- *--:. special training. And yet it doesn't seem possible
: - , ,:e rille platoons frorn their normal drill schedule to
: --- -,i1 the principles of "cave cracking."

tlicve we have found the ansrver in the battalion as-
-.- , : --etachment. At the present this consists of tu,entv-one
- - .,:ir1 one officer, all rzolunteers.

- :. team is broken dou,n as follon,s:

Leader (carbine)
.\ssistant leader, staff sergeant (rife)
Tn'o ten-man sections of :

Tn o scouts (rifle)
Flame thror,ver (pistol)
Assistant flame throlr,er (tomrnv gun)
One light machine gun (pistol)
Assistant light rnachine gunner (ritle)
One bazooka (carbine)
One assistant bazooka (ritle)
One demolitions (carbine)
One BAR

Pride in the outfit and teamr,r,ork are the firsr points
stressed. Physical training and blackboard tactics come sec-
ond. Third is the actr,ral building and the destructiorr of
pillboxes and caves.

Here are some of the tactics, principles and stfatagen-rs
used r,r,hen the assault detachment goes into action.

The team is not to be called upon until all measures irr
the platoon leader's cornmand are exhausted-heavv u'eap-
ons, tanks, and so on. There is no sense in calling lor the
detachrnent everv time an obstacle is encountered. That
rr,ould soon eliminate the team.

Let's build up a situation. The lst Platoon of Companv
B is pinned dou,n bv a cave one hundred vards to its front.
Direct fire hasn't produced anv results. The assault team,
held in reserve, is called for. The battalion cornmander,
u'ho controls the team rvhich is his special weapon, looks
things over. He decides that the detachment can Le used.

N{eanrvhile the platoon leader has reconnoitered the

{lanks o[ the enerny cave or- pillbox. He checks for the
best route of approach, possible sniper positions and other
mutually supporting emplacernents. When the detachment
leader arrives he double checks the area. Perhaps it is

necessary to split the team. Each section, if necessar/, can
operate independentlv. To keep the train of thought
simple, let us figure the entire team will attack from one
Iiank. Notice, I said fank. Frontal attacks are suicidal.

The rife platoon should have a firing line built up. This
is necessary to pin down enemy activity. If possible a sec-

tion of heavy machine guns should be firing into the cave

or pillbox opening. Final "cease fire" or "lift fire" signals
are rel,ieu,ed, the route o[ approach is defined and awa,v

\\,e go.
Scouts out, leader next, assistant machine gunner, ma-

chine gunner, assistant flame thrower, fame thror,r,er, ba-
zooka, assistant bazooka, demolitions and the BAR last,
for rear protection.

Our main worry now is snipers. We cover half the dis-
tance and suddenll, come under machine-gun fire from our
exposed fank. Shall rve knock out this new cave or pill-
box first r,vith our fame thrower or demolitions? Hell no,
brother, our mission has not changed. Well, u,hat have
\ve got that we can use? "OK, BAR, pin them down."
"Bazooka, throlv a couple that u'ay." That ought to keep
them quiet. Replacements from the second section moves
up to take their place in the first section. We're off again.

\\'e are fairlv close norv. Let's place our own light ma-
chine gun in position and fire into that port. Now the
bazooka man has tr,vo jobs, one to fire in the hole and two,
to check the approach of tanks, When these tr,vo weapons
are in position we can signal to the firing line to lift .fire.

The scouts take up positions to watch for snipers. White
phosphorus grenades are thror'r,n in or near the position.
They burn and conceal. The fame thrower gives a 90-
degree-angle burst of t\\ro or three seconds, moves to a
-{5-degree angle. That rnill surely move anv Jap from the
entrance.

Finally he takes up a position directlv in front and keeps
his finger on the juice, moving in as close as possible, until
the rn'eapon gasps, indicating the fuel tanks are empty. As
he is coming back the demolition man is going up. The
engineer satchel charges of 24 pounds are verv handv.

I9

As the bottolion commonder's speciol weopon
the qssoull detochment con hondle those iobs
of bunker busting for which the overoge
gorden-voriety rifle ploloon, tough os il is,
does nof hove the proper equipment. The de-
tochment gets speciol troining, going into oc-
tion os ordered by the bottolion commonder.
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No nouer soNrE DAy rHERE wtLL coME A NEw wEAPoN,

urith neither fash, smoke, nor noise" It will replace the one

weapon that answer these specifications today-the bou' and

arrow.
Early in the Pacific $,ar reports came back that Jap snipers

r,vere armed vyith a mysterious \ reapon having no flash, no

smoke. Creclit for this startling achievement u,as attributed
to a secret porvder developed by the Nips.

As with most alleged arms innovations, this one received

a terrific build-up. The more 'twas told, the more the story
grew. In contrasi to the Jap weapon, our own was found to
6ave considerable fash. Mutterings and rumblings were
heard. Questions were asked. What about our porvder? Why
clon't rve have fashless, smokeless small arms?

Added to this, many Infantrymen yearned for silencers.

No flash, no smoke, no noise.
The facts are simple.
The Japs have two basic ri{les, the old Arisaka 1905 cali-

ber .256 oJ 6.5^m., and the new Arisaka 1939 caliber .303

or 7Jmm. This last is more commonly used today. In 7942

most Jap rifemen carried the 6.5mm. Many still-do. The
1905 barrel is 31.4 inches long. The 1939 barrel is 25.7

inches long. Anoth er 7 .7mm, model, the long 1939 rife, has

a 31.4-inch barrel.
The barrels of U. S. rifes, caliber .30, N41903, Ml903Al,

,{3, A4, BAR N41918 A2, are all 24 inches long. So are the

barrels of the caliber .30 rnachine guns. The barrel of the

N,{l Garand is23.5 inches long.
Flash is caused by powder burning at the muzzle. It is

well known that a shoit barrel gives more fash than a long
one. The longer the barrel in proportion to the bullet di
ameter, the leis povrder vvill burn at the muzzle. Polvders,

No FIa$h, No Smske, No Nmi$e

) 3) in training, outside interference will diminish con-

fidence in the detachment leader.

) a) The rife platoon must build up a firing line to pin
dou,n the enemy. Members of the detachment carry heavv
equipment and cannot advance by fire and movement.
Theirs must be a slow' steady advance.

) 5) Avoid frontal attacks.

) 6) Carry plenty of lr,hite phosphorus grenades.

) 7) N4ove in and occupv imrnediately after the demoli-
tions explode.

) 8) The rifle platoon must follorv up the breach you
have made.

Perhaps there are many more points but from here on

the leader rvill have to solve his olr,n problems.
In conclusion, let me say this r,vill u,ork and pay off. Mv

team is pror.ing it in the Philippines.

of course, vary. Slovr.burning pou,der girres more flash than
fast-burning po'rnder, but also gives more velocity. N4ost

modern ri{le porvders are slow-burning.
The Japanese .256 rifle with 31.4-inch barrel offers prac-

tically no fash and little smoke because powder buming is

substantially completed before the bullet reaches the muzzle.
Artillerymen speak of a gun as of such a bore, so many

calibers long, r,r,hich means that the length of the tube or
barrel is so many times the bore diameter. Accordingly, the
.256 Jap rife has a barrel of 122.46 caliL,ers, or roughly a

length of barrel 120 times the bore. The 7.7mm. or .303 Jap
long rife has a barrel about 93 calibers long. The standard
rife, caliber 7.7mm. has a barrel about 78 calibers long.

In comparison, LI. S. rifes u,ith 24-inch barrels are 72

calibers long.
Suppose we wanted to duplicate the characteristics of the

Jap .256 rifle in U. S. caliber .30. This would'mean 120

calibers or 120 times .30 equals 36 inches. Thus, 12 inches

added to the standard 24-inch barrel would equal the -fap
1905 Arisaka.

The over-all length of the 1905 rife is 5l inches' A cor-

responding U. S. caliber .30 rife would come to 43 inches

plus 12 inihes, or 55 inches. This would render the weapon
(uite unwieldy. Moreover, you still have to add the bal,onet

-16 inches for the 1905 model and l0 inches for the N4l
jub.

Suppose a 36-inch barrel were used in a U. S. weaPon,

calibef .30? Personally conducted and observed tests indi
cate that with barrels 36 inches and 40 inches long, firing
standard U. S. .30 M2 ball ammunition, there is absolutely
no flash and very little smoke firing at a slow, average rife-
man's rate.

Other tests of LI. S. powder in the Jap weapons versus

Jap powder in the U. S. weapons showed no appreciable
diffeience in fash and smoke.

A 3O-inch Jap. .303 barrel gives more fash than a 36-
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By Captain Meloin M. Johnson, USMCR, lnactive

,a

That goes into the entrance. Ten seconds is a nice time ot-r

those iharges. Boom! Now let's get those automatic \reaP-

ons up. Fire as you approach, move right in, Any Japs
inside are punch'drunk. You've got to occuPy and iold
right awaybr else you may have to rehash the n'hole show.

TLe rife platoon should be up here now. Jhat explosion
is the signal for them to corne fonvard.

There briefy is one situation. 1\4any may arise, Black-
boards and sandta'bles are indispensable for d.y run
problems.- 

In summing up, let me again check these points: 
.'

) I ) The team cannot operate vvithout teamu,ork and

confidence in every man.

)2) It is not a toy to, be played nith. The detachment
is the battalion co nmanding officer's special r,r,eaPon and

is to be used at his discretion.
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Ml9O5, 6.5mm., Arisqko Rifle

Type 96, 6.5mm., LMG

New Arisoko 7.7mm. Rifle M1922, 6.5mm., Nombu LMG

inch in caliber' .30, but less than a 2'l-inch barrel' The prob-

lem is sirnply one o[ barrel length in calibers' lhe longer

barrel, of iorrrr", increases ^rrZl" 
velocity considerably, or

,ornhiu twentv io thirtv foot seconds per inch or over three

h"ridr6d foot seconds increase in a 36inch banel'
Machine guns Present an added problem' When a36-40

inch barrel ii a U. S' machine g.r., in',, fired for five 2Gshot

bursts, the fash which *"t ,"io in a cold gun built lP "P:
p.eciatly. A hot gun increases fash. Even a 40-inch barrel

rt'ill not cure that.
Accordingly, Japarr"r. machine guns are found with the

following barrel lengths :

Narne Caliber Barrel'lengtk Flash hid'er

N4odel 1922 .256 in. 19 in' No
Tvpe 96 (1936) .256in" 19 in' No
Tvpe 99 (1939) .303 in. 21.5 in' Yes
'fvpe 92 (1932) '303 in. 29 in' Yes

The fash hider, cone t1pe, is integral with the Type 99

barrel, detachable with th6 Type 92 biarrel' All Jap machine

guns show some fash and smoke." 
The Japs have gone to caliber .303 from .256 to-get more

sropping por". 
"rrd 

p"r"ttution. Their latest model rifle and

LMG therefore show quite as much Hash as our weaPons ln

proportion to their barrel length.' du", since 1885 cone flash"hiders have been used to some

extent on machine guns. The average cone hider has a 12-

to l8-degree includJd angle, a lengtL 
-of 

three to six inches'

A cone f,id"t *ut used oi. the pre-i900 Austrian Schwarz-

lose machine gun, and on the German Ml90B Maxim'
A cone hidJr is now issued for the U' S' MI rife' The

same tvpe of cone on an M1917 Brolvning machine gun re-

duces'iis fash almost entirely. Horvever, by their very

nature fash hiders snuff out the flame. hence they slighdy
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increase smoke. Accordingly' thev are not quite so useful in

broad davlisht as in the dark." 
M;"hi"&uns which employ a muzzle t3P t9 boost barrel

recoil, such"as the NIl9l9A4, A5. and A6, build up ad-

ditional muzzlefash. Thus, the Ml919A4 gives much more

muzzle flash than ,rt"lr,irgr, gr.,-Th","f&e, a flash hider

suitable for the M1917 gun is"not nearly as efficient on the

M191944.-tor"dr"e 
the fash of M1919A4 and 46 guns to that of

the basic N41917 would necessirare merely a slight alteration

o1 the barrel muzzle, or the use of an Mi9l7 barrel' A cone

hider could then be added vi'ith excellent results'

The tremendous build-up of fame at the muzzle o[ a ma-

.hi* e,rr,, especially of ti'te M19l9A4 type, is indeed a

vexing"proble.", fai more difficult than would .aPPear"
Troop"t io ,ot want a five-pound ashcan t'-"4 t9 fi9 gll'
it 

" 
Lo"" hider, thought .,oio, eliminator of fash, is highly

efficient, light, and i-pu"t. The Ml rife with the new

,trrdard hiter is as flashiess as the Arisaka'

Next comes the problem of noise" How about a silencer?
'Ihis can be answeied verl' briefy. No silencer is effective

in a weapon having a muzzle velocity above that o[ sound'

,,, ,orghiy 1,100 f"oot seconds. The bullet makes an un-

-istakibl! noise in spite of the silencer. Silencers eliminate

thebangof the po*i", gases coming out of the-muzzle by

slorving?own those gut"i. Th" bullei crack as it hits the air

cannot be controlled.
A silencer rvould be effective on a .45 submachine gun be-

cause the mtzzlevelocity is only 820 foot seconds, or belorv

that of sound. But, at bLst' silencers are clumsy and easilv

Dut out of order. They require exact alinement with the bore
'rrd 

" tight bullet irttug" If -knocked 
out of line even

slightly tfle bullet rrill hlith" silencer, causing serious inac-

cuiacl' or blou'ing off the silencer'

2l
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The Jop hos o good rifle

You'll gel plenty of help from the orlillery

YOu,NT GOING TO FIND THE JAP A STRANGE GUY, I TIIINK. YOU,RE COING

to think he's crazy-but he isn't. He acts differentlv frorn us and I guess

from the Germans and pulls stunts that seem ar,vfullv stupid, but that's
because he r,vas brought up and taught under a civilization and standards
that are entirely different fro$r ours. Everything has a reason that seems

good-by his standardr. V"t".ahs.in the Pacific"look at him realistically.
They find out u/hat he's good at and r.vhat he's bad at-and they drop all
prejudices and preconceived ideas.- 

Hels a crack ihot. He mav be small and wear glasses, but he can shoot.

We found that out in every battle. And all of the- aren't "snipers."

They're rifemen vl,ho are excellent at making use of the-terrain to conceal

themselves. In combat against them you've got to have sharp eYes and use

them all the time. Americans, by and large, are better shots than the Japs,
but in the past, most of the time, the Japs have been shooting flrom con-

cealment and u,e've been shooting from more exposed positions. That's
because we're attacking, and they're defending' A lot of times you rvonrt

even see the Japs. Some of our men have gone through rnhole campaigns as

rifemen and ntver saw a live Jap. They saw where the Japs rvere firing
from-from small cave entrances, camouflaged dugouts and pillboxes, etc.

They fired at those places and sometimes managed to sile,nce the enemv
posiiion. But the way the Japs dig in, there u,ere usually other men hiding
inside who pretended not to be there until our guys turned their attention
elservhere. Then they opened fire again. Flame throwers and demolitions
usually had to finish ofl the Jap position for good. Th_at means burning
the position and then sealing its openings, particularly if they are caves.

Incidentally, don't needlessly explore ca\res or go souvenir hunting
around former Jap positions. Live Japs alrvays seem to lurk behind-
sometimes erren,tell after a campaign is over. Their onlv idea is to sta)-

alive undetected. When they thinl you have found thern, thev strike back

-and you, r,i,ho really haven't found them, are a dead duck.
The Jap infantryman has good \\reaPons. Some of _our guys heard that the

Japs use i caliber .25 rife that doesn't often kill. Forget it. They're using

u .:Ol, and it's a modern, high-grade weapon. Then thev have a couple of
things lve don't have. N{a1'6e r'r'e -don't need them, r'i'ith our BAR and

othei u,eapons, but the Jap can really use a Narnbu and a so-called "linee

mortar." fh" fnr-"r is a deadly light machine gun that he can carrv around

nith one hand from hole to hole rvithout any trouble. The latter is a Port-
able and highly potent grenade discharger that he can shoot out of cave

mouths and wherever he chooses to hide. These are both good u'eapons, so

don't under-estimate the Japs on that score. TheV have a lot of little things

that are good for close-in fighting' and they uork!
Anoth& thing, u,e k.,orvihut i.t Europe our artillery 1nd alr force did a

lot of damage t"o Ger-an fortifications and gave you Dou-ghfeet lots of

help. Well, !ou'11 get lorc of help from the same sources in the Pacific, but
*uvb" o., uil occrliot t the results lvon't be as good. In fact, prepare for
tougher infantry fighting-for aking Jap fortifications bv assault after the

artiilery and aii foice hive failed to blast the Japs-o-ut of-,vour rva,v. The

Japs, I' think vou'll discover, kno',r, hovi' to 
-dig -in like nobodv's business.

Thev live in caves not because the,v like to, but because it's darn goo{pro-
recribn against our superioriry in fire power. On Peleliu, Guam. Irvo Jima,
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By Sergeant Boondocks
..r.:-.'.d and a [eu, other places, our fellorn,s discovered that we could blast

- :- r,',',r.Dted to at the Jap forts. In the end, our infantrymen had to go in
:--- ;renades, bazookas, automatic rifes, smoke, fame throwers, bayonets

- i -;molitions. On every island it was almost a mystery how the Japs lived
.-. -.;r our bombardments-and they were big-and kept right on firing
--: :i uS u.hen vi,e tried to advance. So don't-be too opiimisiic about oui
=, helming fire povl,er. It often doesn't overwhelm the Japs.
:.:haps the Jap "spirit" has something to do with it. They live through

-; --j: r"ou'll admit our bombardments are-and keep on plugging. That's
-:-: \'ou might think they'recrazy.I don't intend to go i"to the"Bushido

- - K.rrrikaze spirits and love of Emperor. You can read about that else-
:.;:= Bur the Jap honestly believes-and it's like his religion-that if he
. :: .rnd dies honorably (u.,ithout surrendering), he goes immediately to a

.,r.:ritul paradise u,here he again meets his family and friends. So he's not
, ..ri ,Lf d},ing. And if he is (as a handful are-such as those who have'.: .untact u,ith Western ideas), rvhy then he has been taught and thor-
*.hlr believes that Americans torture and kill all prisoners. So he is afraid

:urrender. That. in brief, is why you should not look forward to any
::-l:: surrenders" in the Pacific. And, incidentally, since the Jap who
::.:: to commit suicide believes he is more honorable if he takes an

:,,'rr:ican or t\\ro u,ith him, be careful of any of them who want to sur-
-.,ier. Ilake them keep their distance till you know they're not dangerous.

- . ,,. out foL tricks.
it h guess also is that vou'll have a lot more close-in fighting with the

,:.. The1, come to you. Especially at night. Thev infiltrate very rvell.
! ,,nsrant security is needed for every outfit within range of the Japs, and
:-ri goes for the artillery and air force. At night, lvhen you are in your fox-
. Je. don't shoot at noises. We used a lot of illumination. When you see a

-ur- moving and he gets close, let him have it. If you shoot at noises, you may
::1r be giving away your position. They like that. One fellow calls in

-rglish, )rou answer or shoot at him, and another Jap comes in from the
',de or the rear. Man1, of our men rely on knives or, when really necessary,
:.isrols. It keeps them from getting trigger huppy and scaring all the other
;ur s around them. By the rn,ay, many Japs have been taught English
:hrases to holler. And, r,r,hen you're digging in at night, they listen and
:ick up names of men in your outfit to Cill out to at night.

Lots of them can pronounce the letter "1."
Don't rvorry if some of them get by you at night. Don't get out of 1,e11t

.-,,1e to go after them. Let the fellows behind you get them. But be alert in
:.-irur hole fore and aft. We used mostly two-man double-p,rone holes, r,r,ith
ne man awake for an hour or tlvo and then the other. If trouble starts,

:\rth men stay 311,rp", facing in opposite directions. Have plenty of gre-
rades and ammunition available at night, just in case of a banzai charge.
-{ banzai, r,vhich the Japs seem to be abandoning as senseless, is a rush by
: mass of them, usually at one tiny segment in our line. When you have
rnough ammunition arrailable, it's usuallv a break for us as vou can mow.
:hem dou,n in the open and don't have to go digging them out of caves. If
vou rlrn out of ammo, the1, might go over you. Don't get up and run and
1.".'" 

" 
break in your line. St"yI" liur hole'and use yorlr knife on anybodv

r,,'ho lalls in. The guvs in the 2lst Nlarines killed eight hundred Japs in
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two hours one night on Guam and, although tr'vo thousand
live Japs went over thern, they held a line so we could
counterattack in the morning. The two thousand enemy
were wiped out by rear elements. Good security details in
the rear vl,ere really important that time.

Thorough security at night is of great importance just as

security is at any tirne, even in our own night attacks.

Some men say the Japs are good with the bayonet, sorne

say they aren't. Good or not, we're better. Our physical
size and our training both give us an advantage. The

Jap has a hook on his bayonet supposedly for grabbing an

opponent's sleeve. From the experiences of the men I knevr,,

I would say that the hook was wishful thinking on the part
of the Jap designer. I ner.,er heard of a man being caught
by it.

One more thing, don't sell Jap big equipment short.

Trffi alrrnuNrTroN AND proNEER pLATooN oF HEAD-

quarters Company, 2d Batmlion, 32lst Infantry, first saw

action on Angaur and Peleliu Islands in the Palaus. On D-
day it consisted of one officer and tu,enty enlisted men. The
reduction from the T/O strength of 26 enlisted men was
caused in part by the loss of some men to the regimental
and battalion CP defense platoons. We needed those men
after the operation got under u,ay. The A&P has fen enough
men as it is and to be under strength is a distinct handicap.

The job of the battalion A&P platoon is the supply of am-
munition to the battalion, elementary field engineering tasks
(pioneer work) and the elimination of obstacles, including
antitank and antipersonnel mines. Combat experience,
horvever, demonstrated that in manv operations the ammu-
nition supply function is its primary concern. The fronr-
line companies continually need large quantities of am-
munition. The extent of pioneer rn,ork performed depends
on the nature of the terrain and on rvhether engineers are

available to do the bulk of the pioneer u,ork.
Both at Angaur and Peleliu, the A&P did little pioneer

rvork during the fighting (it did a lot of it u,hen the combat
phase was over). The islands are coral and have no rivers
and only a fevi, small streams. Angaur is about one and
one-half miles wide and tlr,,o miles long. Peleliu is'ap-
proximately three times larger and conditions urere not
auspicious for heavy Jap road rnining. Booby traps were
numerous but they rvere handled bv the defense platoons

The iobs of the A&P plotoons in the Pociftc ore
voried ond mony limes hove to be done under
disogreeoble circumslonces. But the bosic
principles ond iobs remoin os olwoys- qm-
munilion supply, obstocle removing, ond
pioneering.

Yhe AmP Filatmor: $m Csmbat
By Sergeont Harold Burger

We've got more of it and better stuff, But that doesn't
rnean that their stuff isn't modern and fine, and it doesn't
mean that they're lor,v on quantity. Imitative or not, 1r

lvorks. And it doesn't matter if you're pinned down by a

Cerman 88 or a Jap 320mm. mortar. They both can kill.
Also, our tankmen have learned that the Japs can hurt our
tanks. On Iwo it u,as no secrer that they did plenty of
damage to our General Shermans. You'll-use the tarls a

lot against Jap caves and pillboxes. But, again, don't put
all your faith in them. Lots of times you'll have to do the
rvork yourself-on foot rvith the infantryrnan's tools,

AII in all, you'll find that before you meet the Japs it
will be easy to underestimate them. After you've met them
vou'll rvant to kick the guy who glibly tells you they're a

pushover. We'\,e been beating them, and so will you. But
that's because rve know their strong points as well as their
rteak ones.

and line companies themselves. In future operations our
A&P outfit viill probably be called upon to rimove mines
and other obstacles. On Angaur and Ptleliu supply was our
main'r,vorry.

On D-Day at Angaur the A&P platoon landed with the
eighth wave approximately 35 minutes after the first assault
wave had reached the beach. No fire was received at the
beach and the platoon took up an extended position some
fifty yards inland. The platoon, initially attached to the
shore party, was almost immediately released and joined its
battalion" The ammunition dump \ryas set up about 25 yards
to the rear of the battalion CP, rvhich r,vas almost on the
front line. The battalion area was scarcely three hundred
yards rvide, and we had to violate one of t}r" AAP'r primary
tenets: "Don't concentrate ammo! Spread the dump out!"
One dump r,,rras maintained r'r,ith both ammunition and ex-
plosives stored in it. A hit rvould certainly have caused
heavy damage. The limited area was not the only reason lve
concentrated the dump. The A&P had other tasks besides
ammunition supply and had neither the time nor the per-
sonnel to establish another dump.

There was the job of supplying the front lines with ra'
tions and water. A comparatively easy job if vehicle trans'
portation had been feasible, but lve had to hand-carry most
of the way. In groups of three, carbines slung across their
backs, the men carried individual loads weighing from B0

to 725 pounds for five hundred yards and then immedi-
ately returned for another load. As night approached,
another job came our way. The ground along the front lines
was rock and coral with litde dirt or sand. The A&P had to
fill sandbags on the beach and carry them up to the rifemen
for defensive positions. We also furnished rolls of barbed
r,vire for defense perimeters. For this heavy r,vork, which
lasted throughout the entire operation, the A&P needed
three l2-man squads, as in a rife platoon. The T/O of
three 8-man squads ll,ould have been inadequate even i[
we had been up to full strength.
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Belore night came, rhe anrrnunition dunrp was moved of ammunition in the dump was impossible- Consequently,

lour times ,3 k""p up r,rith the advancing hr",e units. 
-We 

there was always drlg.". of an explosion. A la.rge part ot.the

ragged along behind'th" fro.rt as closely a-s we could. The dump consistei ol *liite phosphorus ammunition-which is

pl??;;;;;&t;;[i;" was to mainrain a'minimum of supply ertre'-"ly,.rensitive to.heit and sometimes detonates under

in the inreresrs of mobilitv, and to depend .rpon th" ,irfr! the rays ol u hot sun. N{ore than once, Slmm' mortar white

;r.r, fo. quick ..pl;;(#;;. il a;al; *6.k thut *ry. phospi,orus shells expl.oded in the early afternoon, fortu-

i,to,Jirg thi dump'"o"ti""ully exhausted the men u.,d e*- r,uteiy ,aft". they had-already left th" d1*P It was not un-

;;;"J i1," d"r"f i"a rhe men to enemy fire. Depending .rrruifo. phosp'ho*s gr"nades to explode in a soldier's fox-

upon shore parry or regiment for quick ,.rppty ,rrr'durg"r: hole i{ h" plr.*d them-on the.ground, unprotected lrom the

;I;'A,;"" ,tftil.;;;;;;h"";;"r'ttiJ" ,rp *h"i tr sun. In seiting u.p a d.ump, wliite phosphorus ammo should

,r.as needed and ihe lirr" .J*puries ran shorr. be kept coveied and separated from other ammunition,

The dilemma of the drr*pr was frpally n,orked out to especiallv HE.

combine quick supply and'safety featur'es. The A&P created Know your Ammunition
trvo dumps-forwiid-and rear. The forward dump kept two
units of small-arms ammunition, four units of frie foi "rrto- When on maneuvers in the States, ammunition j"pPly
,,|u1i;;;p;;s, fifty;;;i-#d jre.,ades,-and enough il- usually had been^simulatedly,sandbags. A^s a result, few'

luminatini fares f6r;;;;h;;; f;r"J ,rr the time. Ii*a, ,.,"rnbl.s of the A&P actually- kneu' the dlflerent.tyPes ll
.", ,o uro.lor" to the frorit lires as was consistent with ammunition they had to handle in combat. Requests would

;i"#; ;;i;t. T[".*r a"*p was rhe main distribution come down for offensive grenadesand some men unknow-

point for the baitalion; it supplied the forrvard 4"Tp, srored ingly would bring.fragmentation.{hey had never seen an

iutiorrs and water, 
"rrd -frJ, necessary supplied'near-by off"ensive (concuiio.r) grenade. Tl"-: was confusion too

companies of other battalions. Ir was settp ri6tt u"t i"a tu! in identifying 75mm. gun shells and 75mm howitzer shells.

il#,,6 i""r ,"a was comparatively siationary, moving The diffeient types o[ 81mm. mortar fuzes were not appreci

only when supply to the for*ird du-p became difficult bJ ated. It took time before the men kner,v their ammunition.

;;"";T;-h;;Iild"d line. Thus we co'-bined mobility and A&? training-should have less simulation and more of the

safety. real thing. The time for men to learn about the ammu-

E,",e-y air activity was absenr during rhe operation, so nition thJy're supposed to handlc is du^ring their preparation

n.e rraded our calibJr.50 machine grn"lo. two caliber.30 for combat, not when thel're under fire.,

iigfrir, .,lri.t were easier to carry a.r8 superior to the .50 for During an operation and regardless of how difficult com-

pEi-Lr., defense. 
--'-- '- - ) ' bat condltions'are, writtel.l"p?*r and inventories should

srrercher Beorins ff:*r*i"Jffi1"i,*'[t,H"r:",:lli;'"i*'];:"{tH
As the oDeration progressed, the A&P saw srill more on hand ard a*o,,rt e*pended since the'last-rePort. This

, "rl"i a*r"I Sr.*t 5r b?rri"g details had highest priority had to be in by. early aftirnoon, so we would have enough

when the wounded were too numerous fo, tfie U"di"r to time before nigtrtfali to bring uP 
-necessary 

supplies.for the

h;;;1". Wh""-,t "'azrrt 
was called off Angaur ro relieve night. In turn,-the A&P submiti4rlt rePort of battalion ex-

itl;ri;; rrnir, o., adjacent Peleliu, the platoo"n sent someof p"rditutes and stock toS-4^by 0800 eachrnorning. 
r

irs men to reinforce'the front-line rife iompanies. On Pele- - After the operation,-the A&P was called upon to Pertorm

ii", ,t" A&p suffered three casualties i, tlle first days and its pioneer function. The he,avy.naval gunfire and aerial

;;;1,",f;"q.ri."d hospitalization, brin_ging our snength bombardment that had.blasted Pel*u prior to the invasion.

down to or," oh"", ,"J ti men. Mosr of tf," Szlrt's fightlng lelt many duds o1 the island. Then' there. were huge

;; p;iJt" ;*t ptr." along the "Five Brorhers"-fivJ cora'i quantitie;,of abandoned Jap ammunition, and exP-losives,

;iitrr;f ;;t",r, t'"ightt. Th? Japs-were firmly entrenched in *lri"tr could easily have been mined. Together with Marine

caves in these cliffia"J U1rr,r:rrg'it em our or'getting to them and Army bomb ,distgsal, 
squads, the- A&P located .and

-", ,lorg tedious job. Supply"meant carryin"g amfiunition, removed unexploded bombs' shells. torpedoes, and land

[""d, ;;e;;;;;Jdrgr, ,rld 'br.b"d wire'th?ough valleys, and water min6s. It was in this phase of A&P work that it

"r".'ir."g"lur f",frr,"r"J.,p "or.l 
hillsides. ThJwork #as ro,as found that more training would have been helpful.

fatiquinq. However, after'we were reinforced by Head- While the men had received some excellent instruction in

'""?i.r"""a 
Service Company men, bucket brigaies were the techniques of 

-disarming 
and removing American mines

il;;"";tth" srrppli"r uiriula in proper qr"r?ity and in and booby-trap^s, it had had no training. in handling aerial

qood time. : and navai explosives and very little with Jap mines and

"prffi the earlier phases of the operation, the platoon explosives. In the Pacific area. the A&P can always exPect

*35 ;; p[tted for -"ri "r,d 
time that ih" prop". dispersion homb and rnine removal jobs.

';ti ,*i ,;iiii ,;ti

The Toughest Seroice

"*TT#:'j:',*ffri1',:::"':::'il:tl,il"fir#rT'fi,i',ilul"'x"ii?ili::t"""iHl,, fr""r7"J"old, rnd sleep,on the ground. That.is thetouglrest kind of service.-

Senator Atbeit B. Chaidler, in tie Senate of tke Llnited-States, April 19, 1945,
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WHSN A MAN coMES susrrN' rN THE FRoNT DooR oF
t-he !P yelling that parachutists are dropping by the hun,
dreds on your right fank, you can be preity sure, nine times
out of ten, that the roads are out, and someone is being

rypplied !y uir. Air-drop is picturesque, surprisingly ef:
ficient, and extremely r,vearing on the switchboard man who
has to route all the "fash" calls on,parachutists" One doubts,
holvever, whether the parachute u,il1 ever replace the six-by-
six.

Nor,v, the Infantry-"Foot-folk" the Germans call it-is
not primarily dependent upon road conditions. The foot-
soldier can and does sneer at conditions of weather and ter-
rain which confound even rhe mighty bulldozer. But rhe
same conditions that contribute to the mobilitv of the In-
fantryman limit him ro a short radius of independenr ac-
tion. He is magnificently cqrrect in his belief-that if the
Infantry can't get to any given place on foot, then there's
no one there and no point in going there" There are factors,
though-specifically, ruzo facrors-r,vhich can limit the inde-
pende,nt travels of the foot-folk. One is an empry clip and
the other is an empty belly. The Doughboy is-not himself
road-bound. But he is ultimately dependent on a supplv
line u,hich leans heavily on the 2Vz-ton six-by-six anil ih'"
agile jeep and they require roads of a sorr at le;sr.

And that brings me to the burden of my complaint: No-
one takes care of roads in wet weather. I've seen roads in
Belgium and Germany that vvould make a Tennessee pike
look like the N4erritt Parkway and ninety per cenr of the
damage and the difficulties could have been prevented.

Neither God nor Fort Belvoir ever made enough engi-
neers to iake care of every road in an army ar"u] a.rd"it
follor,vs that either the engineers get a little help or you
will find yourself out on a limb in some forwaid area-
with the limb propped, perhaps, by air-drop-wearher and
terrainperrnitting. , ,,

The first and simplest steps anyone can do. The primary
requirement of wet-weather road maintenance is kiep the
road dry" If you have a shovel and a lirde spare time, yo.r
can go'in toi ditching and draining. in a big rvuy. If yo"
haven't, get a stick. A good stick and the heel-of a-boot r,r-ill
do a lot for a road. I[ you see a rut trL]l of warer, kick a hole in
the low side and let it drain off" Or if you see a hatful o[
debris jamming a cuhert, ger your stict and pry it out of
the u'ay. If a ditch is flooded punch a run-off for it into
some farmer's field. His,crops are less important than your
ammunition.

It doesn't sound like much but in a spirit of pure science
I tried it over a couple of hundred yards of road that I had
to traverse to get chow. Three times a day for a rveek I did
rvhat I could with a stick and my shoes ro keep that srrerch
of road from inundation. At the end of the week it wasn'r
good, exactl/, but it was a hell of a lqt better than the soupy
stream that started where my amateur drainage project left
off.
, The second procedure is no harder. If you see a hole
starting in a road, kick a rock or some gravel into it. Little
holes automatically gror,rr into big ones. When a truck slams
dor.vn into a little-hole, the springs snap it back up,again,
and in the natural course of events the whole weight of lead
and chassis pounds dolr,n on the road again a feu, inches
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Wotch your drive wheels ond keep 'em in line

Drive on the ridgeg; nol in lhe ruls

By Master Sergeont Jim Connell

farther on. On a heavill, travelled road, it's only a matter of
days before a pretty fair road becomes a rvashboard. Obvi-
ously, the thing to'do is to stop the first bounce-and'that's
exacdy u,hat you do lr,hen vou kick a rock into the begin-
ning of the trouble"

A note of restraint is in order, though. Don't try to cordu-
roy mud holes unless you really knorv what you're doing.
The only fit punishment for a man vi,ho tries,te navigate a

swamp by paving it rvith pine trees is a permanent detail
extricating saplings rvhich have one end rvedged in the
underpinnings of a six-by-six and the other driven fourteen
inches into the ground under hub-deep mud.

The other part of the program applies to drivers. The
cardinal rule for everyone from the jeep jockey to the digni-
tary who bulls a 240 horv around in awesome state,is. drive
on the ridges, not in the ruts. You can't always do it. Oc-
casionally, sluggish driving on the part of your predecessors
will hack the ruts deep enough to make the heights danger-
ous. But if eyervbodv stays on the ridges, you'll have, a fat,
compact roadbef insiead of a hog wailo*.

Another point in this time and temper saving program
is watclc yowr dr'ile wkeels. A truck wheel isn't the most
efficient excavator in the u,orld but I've seen a truck driver
of the fire-and-frenz-v school do more damage in five min-
utes turning his truck around on a dirt ,o"ithu, ten men
and three yards of gravel could repair satisfactorily.

If you don't knou., uzhether you can navigate a stretch of
road, get out and look it over. If you think you're going to
have to rryinch your way through it, make arrangements be-

fore you wind up hub-deep and helpless. Don't t1y te l'rock"
yourself out of a mistake in judgment. Chances are you
can't do it and even if you succeed you've dug a pit for the
next unfortunate vvho comes along.

Finally, use your eyes and your head to keep from aggra-
vating favi,s already in the road. Keep as near the center
line as possible. The edges o[ a road are its most vulnerable
parts. They crumble easilv under a load and the break be-

gins to gnan, its r4/a)rz across the r,r,hole roadbed until you
have a semitank trap and a mile or tvro of traffic backed
up waiting to cross it at tu,o miles per hour. Or you churn
up a couple of four-inch ruts rin the soft shoulder of a road.
They dam up urater, the supporting layers under the surface
of the road are softened, every succeeding vehicle beats up
the roadbed a litde more, and stirs up the mud hole you
left. Prettv soon there's one-\^/ay traffic, MPs all over the
place, and some pore Engineers u,ho shoulda stood in bed
are turned out to fix something vou could have prevenlgd.

So-regardless of theater, season, or N4OS-if you, per-
sonally, u,ill do r'r,hat ).ou,c?n to keep rthe roads dry; keep
the holes filled; keep the roads flat; and avoid making the
roads worse, the supply problem rnill be cut in half, at least.

You'll be making the war easier for everyone involved, and
mavbe a little shorter for vourse]f.

27IE:':qBER, I945

t
H

*"-!

I



All the principles of the bottqlion surgeon's
medicol plon ore in the field monuql. The
story is in how he puts them to use when lhe
Doughboys go into oction.

Aid Statfron im Town*to*Town Combat
By Coptoin Douglas Lindsey

soon as I have found out r,vhat I need to know I take off to
the aid station. I r,vake up the assistant surgeon (First Lieu-
tenant, N4AC) and the section leader and give them the
plan. They mark their maps and roll over. I hit the sack.

At 0500 the telephone rings and we start putting the
plan into effect. Here's how it r,lorks:

A four-man litter squad is attached to each assault rife
company. They join the company in the assembly ar".a and
sticli rvith the company rear CP group. When an aid man
needs a litter he only has to go as far as his platoon leader's
SCR-536 to get it. Each litter squad carries two litters, with
blankets folded inside. Two men in each squad carry a unit
of plasma apiece. The cans containing the plasma are re-
moved frorn the cardboard boxes and are carried in an extra
medical pouch. These men know how to use it.

The surgeon comes up to the assembly area some time
before the reserve rife company pulls out. With the surgeon
is another litter squad, a surgical technician (carrying a

partial splint set), and a radio operator (carrying a SCR-
300). Yes, I know there's no radio on the T/E,b:ut if you
can prove you can save lives with it you will get one. The
,rrg"o, cairies a packboard of medicai supplieslThese make

up the advance aid station group.
- 
The radio operator sticks right by the surgeon's shoulder.

We do a lot of listening, but no talking. We keep in im-
mediate touch with the situation.

The advance aid station group moves foru,ard as close to

the rife companies as the situation permits. Usually u,e

follorv immediately behind the reserve rifle company but
occasionally \lze are in front of it.

Casualties are usually light until the outskirts of the
town are ."uchld. Ary Lutr"alties occurring during the ad-

\rance are brought to'the advance aid stalion group. We
treat them on the spot: plasma, splints, dressings. They are
put oir [itters near the axis of the advance rvhere they are

picked up by the rear aid station group.
Plasma, splints, and dressings are about the extent o[

the work of a battalion medical section-". treatment
limited to that necessary to save life or limb and to prepare
patients for evacuation for short distances." [FN4 B-10, par.
31c (3)1.

As soon as the companies have entered the town we come
in right behind them. We find some shelter and set up a

station. Casualties are heavy now and litters are a critical
shortage. But that does not stop our work. The wounded
come in on litters. We take them off and put them on the
foer or on mattresses or tables and go to u,ork while the
litters go back for more.

As soon as the town is secured and the roads are cleared
the rear aid station group moves up with the jeeps and
other supplies. By the time the rear group arrives the casual-
ties have been dressed, splinted, and have received plasma
if necessary. They can be evacuated immediately.

I know this aggressive employment of the surgeon and

!NFANTPY .I.}lJPNAl

Trm snasoN rs spRrNG. TIIE TrME rs 2200 "snrrrsrr
Double Summer Time"; not long after sundown but a long
time since sunrise. A long time and four thousand yards
from the line of departure at 0700.

The town has been taken. The defense has been organ-

ized and manned. The snipers and cellars have been cleaned

out. The PWs have gone back and some of the civilians
with them. The rest of the civilians are herded together in
the church.The last litter case rvent back early in the after
noon. The "duty" cases have been patched up and sent

back to their units.
Almost everybody has been sacking uP s,ome rest for

several hours but I iit on one end of the couch in the now
bare cellar that is the battalion CP miserably trying to figure
out which is the least uncomfortable: trying io sleep there

or trvins to stay awake. The S-2, on the other end of the

"nrr.i-r, 
i! stoti.rg-I envy him. The Exec sits in the white

liqht of the gasoline lantern and looks bright-eyed. I rvonder
iriitably why he doesn't get tired too? The CO and the S-3

are baik at iegiment drawing goose-eggs on their maps for
lomorrow.

"Look, brother," some reader breaks in. "Who in the hell
are vou-writer of the unit joumal?"

'\o, sir, I am the battalion surgeon."
'\\7ell, rvhy don't you go homJand go to bed, Doc, no-

bodr"s hurt over here."
''\o. sir, but somebody's liable to be hurt tomorro\ry."

I'm riaiting for the baitalion CO and theS-3 to get back

lrom regimen"t. As soon jls they do there-will be a meeting-.of

the co.ripa.rv commandbrs and the staff. And brother, I'm
u ,rr",rbi. ot- the staff-not a civilian under contract or a

rechnical obsen'er.
The CO comes back. The comPany commanders come in.

\\Ie get rhe order. I mark my map like the rest: the LD, the

battajio., boundaries, the company boundaries, the phase

lines. The objective is anothei little town, about the size

of this one. and about three and a half grid sguares uP on

the 1:2i.OCrC) map.
As I mark, I make an estimate of the situation. I take a

close look at the lavout o[ the town, paying P-articular at-

tention to the churches (good landmarks) and even more

to the sectors of rhe tou-n"assigned to each company. As I
make the estimate. the medical plan forms automaticallv" As



; ,r.;JrCil section rvill be considered as plain heresy by

-=.-', -'.:talion surgeons and battalion commanders. "You

-r- : : \'our u,ork out there, Doc."
I ,: . sa-vs I can't) I've been doing pretty well at it so

,. r-1 I need to give plasma is a bayoneted rife stuck in
, -: und or an upraised a.m plus cover frorn aimed small-

, .-r,! lie.
\\ hr 

_don't 
you u,ait until they take the town and then

' i. uP.-

?rcking up the rvounded after the battle is pre-Civil War
---J'- _u,

The principles of this medical plan are listed below.fh:y
,:e not-radicil. They are not even new. They are clearly
'.::e.1 in the field manuals.

) 1) The aid station is not established initially. It does

The 57mm. AT gun is o potent weqpon when
monned by men with guts ond sowy. Here
ore o few hints on how to msnhondle the 57's
2,750 pounds, ond how to use it to get results

-msqning 
enemy tonks ond field fortifico-

tions.

not u,ait until the objective is secured to Inove forward but
maintains the closest possible contact with the attacking
elements. [FN'{ 8-10, pat 87a(7) (a)].

) 2) "During such periods as there is no aid station es-

tablished, litterlquads carry litter wounded and direct walk-
ing wounded to ihe designated axis of advance of the aid
stalion group, where theyire treated, made comfortable, and
left in-a protected location for the supporting_ medical
echelon to evacuate." IFM 8-10, par. 87a C7) (b)1'

) 3) The surgeon works up front. The assistant surgeon
(N4AC) r,vorks in the rear. The surgeon is in command o[
the medical section and in charge of administering treatment
and preparirzg casualties for evacuation. The assistant sur-

georris his executive officer. He brings up the rear echelon
ind is in charge of evacuating casualties.

Fightlng Tanks Isn't Ea$y
By Captain H. Jomes Fagan

FrcnrrNc rANKs rs A TouGH JoB FoR MANY REASoNS, THE

",, eiqht of the gun, for example, and the difficulty of moving
,. qrrickly; thJ size of the gun which makes camoufage a
,rotI.-,'and many other 

-factors. Here are a few miscel-

:ri.)us tips which may help you. Tips gathered frorn sev-
-.. . tlrs' experience with the antitankers.

First of ail, let's consider the physical effort involved
:n getting an AT gun in place. A 57^m. gun is heavy-and
::kis a lot of brute sftenglh to move it into position. How-

=r'er. this weight can bJused to good advantage. Le-t thg

1rn do the w5rk. Let's assume thit we have a gun placed

-n the side of a hill" The right wheel is on the downward
.iope. The order is given to ieverse the gun'-Fifty Per c-el!

-. ihe me., will immediately start swinging the trails uphill
.nd tn' to push 2,750 potnds of gun up the hill' Instead,
:r picking up the traili and swinging th-em downhill two
:..n .r.r Jo th" job because the weight of the gun- and the

:itrhill slope will automatically ciuse it to roll around

'.ith little e$ort on the part of the men. This idfa applies
:-, rnv \yeapon, 37mm., 57*r.r., or cannon. Let the gun-do
,:,e ;.r-,rk. Don't tn' to push it uphill when you can roll it
::,,,.n and get the same?esult.

I..u canllso use the leverage gained from the barrel and
:h,e trails, The u-heels of the {rr., cu, be used as a fulcrum.
Suppc,se a rr.heel sinks into i hole. Tu'entY men couldn't
.*.h l, out. Let the gun pn itself out. First, look at the hole.

D..:jr u'hich side.rould be the easiest to get out of' Let
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two-thirds of your men swing so that the bogged rvheel will
go up the easiest slope. Put ihe remaining_men on the bar-
Iel pushing in the opposite direction. It'll roll out of the

hole with no troublel Using the same principle, five men
can u,ork a gun up a steep slope when it lvould take ten
men to pushlt up" Lock one ,r,heel. Swing the gun. You'll
gain only a yard on the deal but then lock the uphill wheel
ind swing ihe grt in the opposite direction. Repeat the

process uitil you reach your pbsidon. Tough? Yes._ But if
your orders aie to g"t a gun in such 1 position 1,ou do it. If
ie, *e., aren't enough, use your whole platoon i[ necessary.

Know the most vulnerabie parts of a tank and hold your
fire until you get a good shoi. Ninety Per cent of an AT
gun's effettiveiess ii the gunner. ,! goo{ gunner with a

37mm" can knock out a medium tank vrhile a poor gunner
with a 57mm. will fail. Your men must knor,v not only
how to shoot, but whem. The penetration of a projectile de-

pends not only on the weighiand velocity but also on the

angle at which it strikes the armot. The maximum power of
the- projectile is attained at right a1gle;. Consequently, a

gunier who waits for a right-angle shot has the best chance

6f making a penetrationl Because of the terrain, a mnk
sooner or'iut".'*rrt present a good target. One rvell aimed

shot then is better than a dozet by a scatterbrain gunner.
Sometimes it's necessary to cover a road. If your own

tanks are operating out to the front recognition of vehicles

at night presents a problem. Although tanks usually stay

quieiat night they ci., ard hare made night attacks" So the

grr.rr"t mrist have some means of kno'it'ing if an onboming
vehicle is friendlv.

We placed o# grm to fire dorvn the road.^We put.the
remaining guns in i"he platoon about three or four hundred
ya.ds frofi?he road to obtain fanking fire on it. About eight

J
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ANTITANKERS ON LEYTE
On Leyte our outfit s2q,, 6qrn!21-met the Jap on

his own ground and beat the hell out of him. The
infamous Japanese 16th Division, which had massa-
cred our men on Bataao and shared in the Rape of
Nanking, was wiped out in that campaign.

A good many of our experiences and errors may
help other antitankers. Here are the most important

, items for any andtankers who face the Japanese.
I t) The value of rhe 37mm. antitank gun

should not be underestimated. It is more suitable
than the 57mm. in terrain where antitankers have
to manhandle their weapons. The mobility and low
silhouette are of prime importance.

> 2) A regimental antitank company should be
trained to handle many kinds of assignments, such
as bridge building, road construction, establishing
mountain supply routes, and destroying pillboxes
and machine-gun emplacements which often hold
up advances. Ordinarily the regimental guns are
used in depth and as antitank protection for the
regiment.

) 3) On Leyte, our guns were used with front-
line troops and became one of the most important
parts of our perimeter defense. \7e learned that
canister ammunition from 37mm" guns, efiectively
placed in a perimeter, can be a substitute for the
fire of several automatic weapons.

) 4) AT guns, used in this way, often prove to
be the main target of attacking Japanese. Therefore,
they should always be given" rifle.and automatic
weapon protection on the flanks. It is not advisable
ro set up a gun squad at the corners of a perimeter.

) 5) Most company commanders employing the
37mm. antitank gun made it a practice to provide
each gun squad with at least one automatic weapon.
Light .30s or BARS are best suited for the job.

; 6) Another lesson we learned was to dig in-
terlocking foxholes immediately to the rear of the
guns. This gives the best all-around protection to
the gun crew and eliminaqes the danger of being
caught in friendly rifle fire while manning the gun.
The importance of a parados for protection from
our own fire at night should be emphasized.

) 7) In beach landings it is important to see that
r.ehicles and guns stay together if possible.

) 8) The Japanese land mines wete mostl), of
the pancake variety, although they often used
bruried mortar shells based on boards. Most of the
detonators jutted out of the ground and were
clearlv visible. Some times we found them bound
,og..L.. in groups of four or five. The enemy had
rhe habit. forrunately, of keeping the safety pins in
all bur one or rq,o of the shells; many failed to
exptrode because of misfires.

) .t ) Heavr Japanese mortar fire came at road
juncriLrfls and sharp turns along supply routes.

) 1rl) Ihe use of barbed wire, booby traps, and
antipenonnel mines is important in the perimeter
defense. -{ concertina of wire should be caried on
each prime mo\.er. Unir leaders should give their
rroops enough dme ro dig in at night and string
rrire. The Japanese are clever at-cutting wire, so
trip s'ires. mines. and flares should be set up to de-
teci this inflrration. Japs usually throw their gre-
nades when thev hit rhe s'ire thinking they are on
r our main defense posirion. Distaice bf *i."
should rhus be more th^an grenade distance from the
glrns.-,)len of tbe -4T Compan't', )82d Infantry,

hundred vards in front of the gun covering the road rve
established a two-man outpost. Sound-powered telephones
gave communication betu,een the outpost and the gun.

The outpost consisted of a challenger and a man armed
u,ith a BAR located in a slit trench twenty yards a\r/av to
cover the challenger. On the approach of any vehicle at
night, the gun crerv u,ould be alerted. All men would man
their positions, the gun lr,ould be loaded and the night sight
vvould be turned on. The crer.v rvould then stand by. When
the unidentified vehicles neared the outpost, the challenger
u,ould halt them. If the strange vehicle, tank or othenrrise,
turned out to be friendlv, the gun crerv would be notified
that so many medium tanks \vere coming through. The
cre\\r remained on the alert till the friendlv vehicles passed
the gun. The other guns maintained watches with orr* mun
on duty. If the number one gun opened fire they \iilere to do
likeu,ise.

After the experience of a near-by unit \,ve were careful to
check the muncber of vehicles in a column. This unit had
several tanks out on patrol rvhich came back ro the lines
around dusk. Four German tanks fell in at the tail of the
column and moved right into the bivouac area where thev
prompdy started to shoot things up. They did a lot of
damage before being driven off. After that, we alurays
counted to make sure that no infiltration was going on.

We usually tried to co\/er roads rvith fanking fire. The
disadvantage in putting a gun on the road shoulder to fire
dou,n it are obvious. In the first'place you're shooting into
the most heavilv armored part of the tank, the front. Another
factor is that the crevir of the tank is looking for guns in obvi-
ous places. Lastly, an AT crew has little protection. For these
reasons rve generallv placed several guns out to the side of
the road where they could get {lanking fire into the hulls.
Any natural obstacles in the \\,ay of ditches, streams, etc.,
rvere used to protect the creu,.

Carry a feu, smoke grenades or pots with the gun at
all times. Attach them to the shield so they are never for-
gotten or lost. You mav carrv them for months and never
need them. When vou do though,, you need them badly.
The Germans gave us a very good example of the effectir,e-
ness of an AT gun fired at close range and a smooth $rith-
dravial under cover of smoke. We had taken a hill in a night
attack. Just at davlight an AT gun rvhich we had missed in
the darkness opened up u,ith HE at close range, hardlv
more than a hundred yards. We rvere under the direct fire
for about ten minutes. Shells u,ere hitting so close that rhe
explosion of the gun and the shell sounded together. Onlv
a slight defilade formed by the hill saved us. Trvo men n'ho
tried to bring fire on the crew, which was in plain sight,
were killed immediately. An entire platoon on the left
fank u,as u,iped out. When the fire shifted to another area,
we tried to locate the gun but the Jerries had put out smoke
grenades. Under cover of the smoke, they were able to
move away without loss. We had forty men killed. Keep
that smoke with the gun at all times. You may have an
oPPortunity like that some day.

One other thing about the AT gun. Properly used. it is
one of our most potent and versatile weapons. Manned bv
resolute men with guts it is invaluable 6ut no -"apo.t it
any better than the man behind it: It's up to you to set that
it's handled right.
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The drawings on this page and the

two pages following are raken from
Japanese defensive positions encoun-
tered during the 77th Infantry Di-
vision's drive up the Ormoc Vallev
on Le1,te. Thev are elaborations of
rough sketches submitted to the
IupaNrny JounNer bv Lieutenant
Donald H.-Jillson of ihe 307th In-
lantry regiment.

Following the 77 th Division's land-
ing south of Ormoc the Jep lought a
bitter, hole-to-hole delensive birrle.
N4anv new and unusual enemy srrong
points \vere encountered. The Jap
plan was to delay the division as much
as possible and inflict heavy casualries
on our forces. He defended to the
death along highwavs. road junctions
and rrvers.

The Jap's patience, toughness and
ingenuity are well illustrated in these
sketches and they form an indication
of the enormitv of th" task r,vhich our
troops faced in'the Pacific.

This modificolion of the l-type foxhole qftorded the Jop odditionol proleclion
from frogmenls coming from obove. lt is interesting lo nole thqt in nine coses ouI
of ten lhe Nip removed oll spoil from his posilion, preferring o hole wilh no poro-
pet, flush with the ground level. Rifles were oflen presighted on o norrow lqne.

Mony of the Jop fox-
holes in previously
prepored positiont
were dug in the
shope of the leller L,
designed to give
overheqd proteclion
from limed ortillery
fire. The top of the
hole wos covered
with o lrop door, so
well comoufloged os
to be invisible from o
few feel owoy. The
inlerior of the hole ol-
woys wqs lined with
some sorf of revel-
menl, designed lo
give the diminutive
Jop o fire slep well
up in the hote. The
Jop olmost invoriobly
socrificed field of fire
to goin conceolmenl.
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The Jop ,,porcupine" defense, os encounlered in the Ormoc Volley. A plotoon of Nips hod dug inot the boses of the lrees
in o coconlr grove. With crissirossing fields of fire echeloned in deplh, lhe "porcupine" wos crqcked only by lhe guts of

the individuol infontiymon, who dug eoch Jop out of his hole ot the point of the boyonet.

Oflen, on Leyle, the Jop
would defend on low
ground. ln o wide, flol
volley, cul-up by num-
erous winding streoms,
he used these smoll gul-
lies qs positions for
sniper oclivily, deloying
qctions ond even in
modified types of re-
verse slope defense. Af-
fording olmosl conlinu-
ous roules of withdrqwql
with excellenl cover qnd
conceqlmenl, these
slreqms qssured him of
freedom of movemenl
bofh lcterolly qnd in
depth. The Jop would
dig o circulor three-foot
foxhole ot the edge of
eilher or both bqnks. In-
dividuol foxholes were
spoced len to fifteen
yords oporl. lf o long
sloy wos conlemploted
o lorger, cubicql slit
lrench wos dug in defi-
lode below the bonk.

FOXHOLE PLUS
SLIT TRENCTI
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COKING AHEAD
-1 r.ith the rife has had more able and voluble advocates

, --rrn in anv war in history. The best of all of thern was,

. :::ie Pyle. And Ernie, while he stuck pretty close to the
.:r i-,'ho has to take it from the enemy, the weather and

- ::-So it seems to him-lrom the higher brass, was big and

-:h to rccognize the tremendous probiems that face the
. :re rif.emen. Of all his stories, the one about Captain
,-:cks closest to the memory and seems destined to live

-,,:. Indeed, it is already in at least one anthology.
*--.ide of Ernie we can think of few of those writers who
. :ancy of the great masses of readers, who have seen and

. :: *-i to the leaders of the lower echelons-the platoon, com-
- : latalion commanders. It almost seems as if popular fancy
.::r the subject of interest must either be Frivate Joe Doakes

, : : :,ant General Hard-as-Nails.
. -;n'er-echelon leaders deserve a better break, and for the
:--eature r,vriter looking for ner,v and fertile fields to plorv

- --=i he shouldn't miss. And to get him oriented we have just
r ctrming up. It's a short and snappy memo with the title

, -ip it h4osily Guts." It gives a couple of examples of bat-
-,dership under adverse conditions which are as stirring as

:ir\-e ever read. It's for other leaders especially, but we don't
; of them will mind if a magazine writer or two looks ove,:

,, *lders and reads. Look for "Leadership is Mostly Guts" in

I rtt v\- yuf-
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- :'' eeping," Major Irving Heymont tells us how the Infantry
l- - :*: -{rmor-handled the job of pursuing a disorganized enemy
; , , -;rmany and Austria at the end of the war, and of the prob
r - , r' :.lled in such an operation. As Major Heymont explains it,

--" : .i:rr rvould usually swing down the roads, by-passing local
- -.---e rvhich the following Infantry would sweep up in its
i --::. ,{n Infantry commander never knew "whether he would
: ::- rred into the next town by the Burgomeister or whether he

- r -rare to fight his vvay in." Altogether it is an engrossing
ji - - - -'.- of an unusual pursuit operation.
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These two handy post eards *
are for the use of our mem- *
bers or prospective ne\{ *
mretnbers.

( Directions lor using tltem, *
are ott, the reaerse sid,e) *

Colonel Oldtimer, who served in the Philippines during the halcy-

on days of peace, has a soft spot, so we are told, for Fort William Mc-
Kinley and-the area around ihe Laguna de Bay. For him, as well as

for others then, we have the story of the llth Airborne Division's
raid on the Los Baflos prison camp and the freeing of some 2,100

prisoners without the lois of a man. The area over which the opera-

iion was performed is what will send Colonel Oldtimer off into
reminiscences, but he and other readers will find as great an interest
in the efficient execution of a bold and imaginative military plan.
Lieutenant Colonel Louis A. Walsh, Infantry, who took part in the
operation, tells the story.

111

During the Battle of the Bulge last winter the 26th Infantry
Regimen-l found itself in a defeniive position near Biitgenbach on

the"north side of the bulge. First the Germans probed at the regi-

ment's lines, and then it began the first of a number of all-out
attacks with armor and infaniry. Mostly it was a job for the AT
platoons of the regiment and especially for the crews of the 57mm.

luns. Captain D8nald E. Riveite, *ho .o**"nded the regiment's

AT Co-pany, tells the story which is the fullest account we have

ever had on fh" use of 57s in battle. Look for "The Hot Corner at

Btitgenbach" in an early issue.

t/1
You have heard some about the organized guerrilla regiments of

Filipinos who helped the Sixth and Eighth Armies liberate the

Phiiippines, but there hasn't been much written about their or-

sarizei military operations' Lieutenant Colonel E. M' Postlethwait

E"s *ad" .r, .ifoit to rectify this omission by telling us what the

95th Guerrilla Regiment and local guerrilla forces on the northern
peninsula of Leyte did last December in bottling up sorne 4,000

iaps until the 34th Infantry Regiment could get organized for the

kiti. It'r a short piece but it ably tells the story. You can exPect to

find it in the October issue.

111

Other October features will include more frorn Colonel Frederick

Bernays Wiener's "Three Stars and LIp," and the conclusion of

colonel John M. Finn's story of the battle of rhe- Infantry and Artil-
lery on';shoesuing Ridge" south of Ormoc on Leyte.
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FOX HOLE
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DIRECTION OF FIRE

FoX
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DOTTED A,,I'ES INDICATE

At one Poinl where q roqd snoked Eround some low-lying hills, the Jop dug foxhotes ql every bend, giving the individuql
riflemon q moximum field of fire down the rood. these hJles w"re *"il co-moufloged ond usuolty dig or-rhe bqse of q
coconul tree. Additionql cqmouflqge wqs secured by cutting q low frond iust enough,lo cq0se it tofrqciure qnd hong over
ihe hole. This one little trick qfiorded excellent ionceqlirent. This teihnique ios lorgely used in deloying oitions.

r IN6ER.
RI DOES

LAR.GE
TREE

TIATIVE SHACK
./AP

TUNNEL

TUN NEL

SEM' - CIRCULAR
REV ETT ED
T RENCH

JAP MO.
JAP
M6.

This strong poinl proved q hqrd nul lo crqck. When we qdvqnced down the rood the 75 opened fire ql long ronge.
Whel lrooPs moved oul lo silence il, lhe HMGs, which hod not fired previous[y, poured flre on us. The MG on ine riltrr
would fire first. When it quit the olher opened up. When we colled for ortillery the Jops withdrew to the trench in the
reor, vio lhe lunnels, unlil our fire lifted. Deep swomps on either side of the finger ridges ruled oul flonking movemenls.
It finolly look one hundred rounds of l05mm. ortillery plus four hundred roundiof 4.2 mortqr fire to knocliout this nesl.
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Smoke lroils from o Jop suicide plone os il overshools ils
*r"t, on Essex-closs corrier, by less lhon lwenly feel ond

dives into the Pocific. The Joponese Air Force hos expended
lorge numbers of plones in suicidol croshes on our ships,

This pilot tried to crqsh his crippled plone on the deck of o Bolh engines were burning os lhi_s Jop b-omber nose dived

U. S. worship, but he missed 
'ond plunsed into lhe seo. into the se<r. A corrier's onlioircrqfl guns brought her down.
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but they hove never seriously impeded operolions
They olmost olwoys successfully commil horo-kiri

Her wings ond engines obloze from Novy AA gun-
ners, this Jop bomber missed ils lorgel ond wos losf,

An Essex-closs corrier lurns ils AA gunfire on o Jop
suicide plone ollocking from the upper righl corner.

Still obtoze the Jop conlinues his dive, swooPing
like o comel over lhe cqrrier ond into lhe seo.

The plone ond its lood of bombs blow up in the
woler. The corrier, o porl of Tosk Force 58, soils on.
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By Maior Homer J. Colman

THr nrarNspRING oF THE JArANESE soLDrER's MENTAL
and moral mechanism is a queer philosophy called
"Bushido," the Way of the Warrior. In Western eyes,
Bushido is strictly a one-way ticket to gross barbarianism.

As set forth in an endless succession of "Imperial Re-
scripts," Bushido exhorts the son of the Son of Heayen into
a state of mind, u,hich, for Japanese purposes, is the acme of
philosophical numbness. The soldier goes into battle sure
that Bushido will smooth his path into the Nirvana that
awaits all good soldiers who die for their Emperor.

Bushido teaches that the Japanese soldier must, above all,
be brave. It teaches instant obedience to orders as the prime
requisite of the fighting man" It says that orders from ohce.s
and noncommissioned officers must be regarded by the poor
"heitai" as coming from the Emperor-God himself. It
teaches the creed of self-destruction rather than surrender
or capture. It says that the highest pinnacle of glory that the

Japanese can attain is death on the batdefield, fighting for
the Emperor and Dai Nippon. Does not the Emperor him-
self vi,orship in his Shinto fashion at Yasukuni shrine, where
the ashes of the fallen are sent in litde white boxes? It says

that the soldier or sailor must be gentlemanly and polite
and tender in his dealings with those r,vho are not fortunate
enough to u/ear the faded tunic and frayed leggins of the
Imperial Japanese Army and Navy.

The entire conception of Bushido may be summed up
in the song that the Jap soldiers love to chant as they march

-"IJmi yukaba mizuku kabane" which says, among other
things, "At sea let my body be r,vater-soaked. On land, let it
be with grass overgrown" I will follow my Emperor" I will
not turn back." But then, the Japanese is a very morbid per-
son, and undoubtedly this sort of pessimistic caterwauling
satisfies some deep-seated craving for which the Western
rvorld has neither rnords nor necessity.

This, then, is the basis for Japanese discipline. In mv
estimation it is the strictest discipline existing in any army in
the world today. The commanding officer of the Japanese
soldier has absolute power of life or death over the man,
rvith no recourse permitted. I have seen a Japanese private
beaten into unconsciousness, carried a few yards from the
drill field and unceremoniously dumped on the sand where
he died. His offense consisted of being unable to grasp the
importance of learning to left-face. After repeated instruc-
tion, he persisted in performing the maneuver improperlv.
His sergeant failed to find any consolation in the fact that he
tried. The result-death, ignominious death at the hands
of the sergeant, who rnas commended by his officer for his
zeal.

The mildest form of disciplinary punishment for the

Japanese soldier is a stinging slap in the face. All one needs
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to administer this chastisement is one more star or one more
stripe than the slappee. And r,r,oe unto him rvho shows the
slightest resentment, or who attempts to dodge the slap.

Bushido helps the Jap to acclimatize himself to hii lot.
Undoubtedly, he find much comfort in comparing himself
to the ancient Samurai, to r,vhom Bushido *,is *oie than a

code. It was a fervent religion.
But now let us look at this proposition rvith an American

ope_n mind and Occidental vision. It is true that the spirit
and frame of mind which is induced in the Japanese soldier
by this tailor-made philosophy is just the right sorr of stuff
to give the troops. It turns a five-da1,-a-u,eek farmer into a
seven-day-with-no-overtime-for-Sunday world conqueror.
Don't fool yourself. That is exactly what the Jap considers
himself. He thinks of himself as the man to enlighten the
world and to bring it under the benevolent guidance of the
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. He is the chosen
of the world's peoples. His Emperor has told him so-and
then forbidden him to listen to anyone else. His officers tell
him that he is invincible. Thev tell him that the American
and British and Chines" soldier cannot possibly prevail.
Why? Because they do not har.e the advantages of Bushido,
the conquering spirit, that his indomitable uiill, fostered by
Bushido, rn ill protect him from the bombs and shells and
bullets of the enemy. Then they give him a little piece of
metal with a felv engraved Kanzi characters to prove it.

The Japs have conveniently interpreted one phase o[
Bushido to suit themselves. In reading a translation of the
entire code, I was astounded to read in one paragraph, "Be
polite and gentle and understanding rvith those who are
your fellorv soldiers, with those r,r,ho depend on you, and
with those who are weak and helpless." For all practical pur-
poses, the Japs have deleted all u,ords in this sentence
that follow "fellorv soldiers," For Bushido does not work
both ways. In its broad concept, it r,r,as probably meant to do
so-but that was before Japan got ideas, There is no meaner,
crueler, more sadistic combination in the world than'two
Japanese soldiers. I say tr,vo or more, because once in a great
while, one may encounter a solitary Japanese soldier u,ho
has something of the kind and good and gentle about him.
But put him with a fellor,v soldier, and the glaze comes back
into his eye and the scale of civilization as we know it falls
off him. For they trust not their fellow, neither do they
turn their back on him. Retribution for the wayward is
swift and not pleasant.

In their treatment of civilians of conquered lands, non-
combatants, and prisoners of war, the Japs that I knew had
no conception of decency and kindness. There is no room
in their philosophy for anything but the conqueror's selfish
pride.
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Throo Stars And Up
.l900-1909r The Sponish Wor Crop

-.. T,\ IlH SPAIN,,, SAID CHAIRMAN HULL oF THE

--:r-lffairs Committee in 1906, "has made more

--nerals than all the other wars that the Repub-
I tt n I-':-q ln. rnere \ver-e six, all told, many of them

.:rtmbered even in Army circles' Nelson A.

.*-1 B. N4. Young, Adna R. Chaffee, John C.
r. C. Corbin, and Arthur MacArthur.

- ::-',nd nhy the office was again revived, and why
-: more abolished, requires more than chrono-
.,'i: it involves inquiry into the military atmos-
: .:mes, into the problems which the Army faced
.nstormation into a modern military force, and,
,:iio some phases of the General Staff struggle.
.:rl Schofield's retirement, the senior major
.-s,-,n A. N,{iles, r,vas assigned to command the
i. r \-eteran of the Civil War, in rvhich he had

-,o:ain to major general, and in the thirty years
'- 

=:1 -{ppomattox he had become perhaps the
-:,=r: fighter of them all. But then came the
,r ,\-er u.hich we r.vill draw a decent veil, re-
' ::r.:: it still stands as an object lesson of what

., :--: planning and conditions were and re-

, ...-,r', that it became apparent that a volun-
.- : - r..aised. and that there -"vas to be an in-
.'. -....,r -{rmr', the o{lices of the Secretary of
- .r,..'r:lnt ierretal anci Assistant Adjutants

PART THREE

General, and the corridors of the War Department were un-
comfortably crowded with applicants for appointments or
r,vith N4embers of Congress presenting the claims of constitu-
ents for appointment to office. The Secretary of War and
The Adjutant General could only attend to the proper
functions of their offices in guiding organization, equip-
ment, and mobilization of the great volLlnteer armv, then
being put in the field, by secreting themselves for a few
moments at a time, or during the night, r,ryhen most of the
real business of the department had to be conducted, to
avoid the pressure from office seekers.

Among the crowds which filled the rooms and corridors
r,l,as a host of nervspaper reporters who listened to the busi-
ness which r,vas carried on betrveen The Adjutant Genera]
and his assistants. It was next to impossible to keep any-
thing from the press under those conditions. Almost all the
orders given appeared in the newspapers about the time
or before they rvere received by those for whom they lvere
intended.

Such organizational work as r,vas done was performed by
The Adjutant General. The Commanding General of the
Army commanded, in fact, only the expedition that took
Puerto Rico. The staff bureaus, which were not under the
command of the Commanding General at all and never had

flII
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been, but only under the Secretary of War-here let us be

gentle again-rvere not able to prevent the typhoid and the
embalmed beef scandals. The latter blazed into open fame
rvhen the Commissary-General of Subsistence said of the
Commanding General, language for nhich he was of course
prompdy tried:

If and when [he] charges that it [meaning tinned fresh
beef] was furnished as a "pretense of experiment," he lies
in his throat, he lies in his heart, he lies in every hair of his
head and every pore of his body; he lies wilfully, deliber-
ately, intentionally, and maliciously. In denouncing
[him] as a liar, when he makes this statement, I wish to
make it as emphatic and as coarse as the statement itself.
I wish to force the lie back into his throat covered with the
contents of a camp latrine.

(For those whose interests lie in that direction, there is
more of the same in the general court-martial order, G.O.
24 of 1899.)

Coolesce !s o Polite Word

Up to this point, despite bills rvhich had been kicking
about in Congress since l\4arch 1897, the Commanding
General of the Army was still a major general. General
N{iles' situation was not a particularly happy one. He was
largely ignored by the Secretary of War-for cause, accord-
ing to l\,1r. Root's biographer-and his relations r,vith The
Adjutant General, Brigadier General Corbin, rvere purelv
official. Yet these trvo officers-or their friends-managed to
act in concert. When the N4ilitary Academy Appropriation
Act uras reported out of the Senate Committee in 1900, it
carried one amendment providing that the senior major
general of the army should be a lieutenant general, and
another that The Adjutant General should be a major
general during the tenure of the present incumbent, after
rvhich the office rvould revert to one-star rank" Some years
later Champ Clark of N4issouri mentioned these amend,
ments in a revealing reminiscence:

It as a matter of common notoriety that General Nliles,
ranking major-general of the line, had been wanting to have
his ranl< increased to lieutenant-general for some years, and
he never could do it. At last General Corbin, being on the
staff, and his friends were ambitious to have his rank raised
to major-general; and by a coalescence of the friends of the
two-coalesce is a polite word to use in that connection-
both things \4/ere accomplished b1, one motion.

But not until there had been a real struggle, with attacks
on both aspects of the proposal. Some of rhe argumenrs
have a familiar, threadbare, "This-is-where-I-came-in"
sound to them.

"There is no necessity to make the Comrranding General
of the Army a Lieutenant-General." Perhaps theie is, said
another, "but not after Hancock and N,{eade and Thomas
had gone to their-graves as N,4a'ior Generals." "Republics are
today too grateful," argued a third. "Washington,-Scott, and
Grant, a trio of the r,vorld's greatesr miliiary chieftains;
Sherman, Sheridan, and Schofield, a trio of the world's
bravest fighters and tacticians"; but not every senior major
general-this legislation is an outrage.

- Champ 9Jqrk. o-f l\{issou-ri u,anred to make the grade
lapse after \4!les' death, and produced perhaps the cl&rest
statement of the traditional vievi,:
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I believe that the rank of lieutenant-general is an extraor-
dinary rank, an office of extraordinary importance, and al-
ways is or is alwavs intended as an extraordinary service.
. . . It should not be conferred by seniority only. . . I am
in favor of restricting it to the soldiers of the class who have
won it before, and there is no other sensible view to take of
it either.

Others turned their fire on the Corbin promotion. The
New York Times was prepared to promore l\4iles, because
the Army had expanded much beyond the limits of a major
general's command, u,hich is a division. But the proposal
to step up the incumbent Adjutant General, and only the
incumbent, prompted the editor to call the thing "A Scan-
dalous Amendment." Tl-ris u,as the signal to-let fy at
Corbin. He was a mere bureau officer" If promoted he
i,vould outrank Generals Schu,,an and l\4erriarn, both h4edal
of Honor men. Why depart from history? asked one Con-
gressman; we never had a trvo-star Adjutant General u,hen
two million men \vere in the field. One ghoul even ex-
humed the record of Corbin's courr-marrial in 1864-65,
rvhere the court's finding did "most honorably acquit" the
accused.

Corbin's defenders were stirred to wrath. "I will not sit

!y ,"d hear this man called an office beggar without re-
buke." He was the organizer of victory in the war with
Spain-and victories are not accomplished in the field
alone. He had declined a commission as N4ajor General of
\/olunteers, not because of gangplank fever (or whatever
that was called in 1900), but because commissions were
limited and he rvished them to go to the troops. When The
Adjutant General u,.as first made a brigadier general, in
l86i, most other staff department heads r,vere colonels.
Nor,v they are all generals, and since he issues the orders,
hc should be senior.

A final and conclusive argument proved that both con-
tenders were honest bugaloos, free from the stigma of pro-
fessionalism. "Both urere volunteer soldiers r,vho won their
way up from the ranks as prirrate soldiers." lThis was not
quite true of N4i1es, who started as a captain, nor of Corbin,
who began as a second lieutenant, 6ut it r,vould serve.]
"They have both been promoted for gallant conduct on the
field of battle." No, these u,ere neither bureau officers,
nor graduates of the N4ilitary Academy. The motion to dis-
agree to the lieutenant generalcv n,as losr 117-143 that to
knock out The Adjutant General's promorion failed by
60-i07.

The Seventh Lieulenqnl Generq!

So, on June 6, 1900, Nelson l\4iles became the seventh
lieutenant general in the U. S. Army, and in the follou,ing
year he was reappointed and once more confirmed by the
Senate under the provision for a permanent lieutenant gen-
eral in the Army Reorganization Act of 1901.

As soon as that measure was lar,v, Secretary Root moved on
to his next improvement, the General Staff Bill. He sent it
to the Senate in N4arch of 1902 and appeared before the
N4ilitary Affairs Committee in its support. Eighr days later
Lieutenant General l\4iles, Commanding United States
Army, appeared before the sirme committee in opposition to
the bill.

The proposed plan, he said is but an effort to adopt and



foster in a republican form of government such as ours, a

svstem peculiarly adapted to monarchies -having immense

s'tanding armies. . . The adoption of such a system would
be frau{ht with gleat danger to the Republic' . It seems

to me vou are throwing the door wide open for a future auto'

crat oi a military despot. It is not, in my judgment, in ac-

cordance with the principle and theory of democratic- gov-

ernrlent, and for the best inter-ests of the Army, which has

existed more than a hundred vears and fulfilled all vour
requirements, to adopt such a scheme.

At this point General Schofie1d, rvho happened to^be in
Washington, appeared before the Committee at the Secre-

tary's rJquest, ifirolr'ing his wholehearted support behind
the General Staff propoial. His testimony makes impressive

reading even today. And, ',vhile discusslng the the-oretical

aspecs of the ptoLle*, General Schofield let a very large

"ri o..,t of the bag. After pointing out that he had acted as

Chief of Staff to Presidents Cleveland and Harrison, he was

asked why the Lieutenant General and the President could
not confei under the existing arrangement. Because, replied
General Schofie]d, "They are not on speaking terms."

"Not on speaking terms?" asked the Senator.
"No, sir."- And General Schofield added, "What is the

use of a great general as the nominal head of the Army if
the President will not even talk to him, excePt to criticize
him, or if the Secretary of War and he do not even see each

other?"
N4r. Root did not see General N'{iles because he had lost

confidence in him. The details are in Volume I of Mr.
Jessup's Eli.hu Root; thelr d9 not make pleasant reading-
But despite the opposition of the Commanding_General, and
despite 

- the opposition of the Inspector General-who
p.oioptly tr,rdg",l up Capitol Hill to'oppose the Secretarv

on the section-of th; bill u,hich rvould have abolished the
Inspector General's Department-the General Staff bill be

came lau,, effective August 15, 1903.

The Lqst of the Politicions

General N4iles retired for age on August B, a week earlier.
In his farewell order he took a sharp dig at the ner'r' scheme

of things: "N4arked changes at diffeient times have occurred
in the itrength and organization ol the Army, resulting from
diverse infiuences, and rrarious experiments have been

tried. Time has rectified errclrs in the past, and u'ill do so

in the future." It could hardly be surprising, therefore, that
the Presidential commendation u,hich had sent Generals
Scott, Sherman, and Schofield olrt to Pasture did not ac-

company the retirement of General N4iles. "He u'as," says

N4r.-lessup, after a calcfu] tevieu, of the facts. "the .last

o1 the porverful militarv politicians."
Last-Commandinq Gcneral of the Armv r'r,as Lieutenant

General S. B. N{. Young, u,ho relinquished command a

r,r,eel< after taking office and becarae the first Chief of Staff.

His term in the latter position lasted from August 1903 to

Januarv 1904, and his first two successors were Lieutenant
General Chaffee, lr,ho retired in January 1906, and Lieu-
tenant General Bates, u,ho in turn retired in April 1906.

And this brought on a complicating factor. The general

staff bill as profosed bv the War Department had provided
that the Chief-of Staff should have the rank, pay, and al-

Iowances of a lieutenant general; this dropped out in the
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struggie, and r,vith General Batcs r-.etilentetlt llrmu)ent, rt.

appearecl that the next Chief of Staff'n,ould not be chosen

by seniority.
Generai J. F

(In fact, the officer
ranklin Bell, who had

Regulars r,vhen he got his first star
to sweat out seven months as Chief of Staff before he got

selected'rr,as Brigadier
been a mere captain of
in 1901; he rnould have

his second.)
Accordingly, Chairman Hull of the House N4ilitary Af-

fairs Comm]tiee proposed in 1906 to abolish,the grade of
lieutenant gerr"tai. Not otly had the Spanish War made

,r-,ore lieute-nant generals than any other, it had loaded-up
the retired list with so many generals of every grade -that
there were now more retired brigadier generals than there

urere retired colonels. Of the retired brigadiers, 62 had

served only one day. Let us therefore, I-Iulliaid, abolish the

three-star iank, and let us permit no more voluntary-retire-
ments of general oflicers until they have served at least a

year.' (To digress for a moment: Secretary Root found the
Army conT.onted with a Civil War hump of old officers of
about the same age who u,ere blocking promotion-the re-

sult of the twentyyear lieutenants. In 1903, it \\'as said, he

offered a star to any senior officer who would agr€e to aPPly

for immediate retirement. In 1904 he discussed the problem
verv frankly rvith the Flouse Committee:

When a vacancy in a general office is to be fillecl, there
are always two entirely different considerations that come

.,p. OrJ is a desire to'reward long and- faithful and meri-
toiio.rs service; the other is the duty of securing men for
the position most competent to do the work that has to be

dorrJ. These two do .rtt ,l*ry, coincide. . When they
do not coincide, my idea has been, and President N{cKinley
and President Roosevelt have both agreed with it, that there
should be a fair and reasonable division, and that a reason-

able part of the promotion to general ofice should be made

primarily with the idea of reward and that a-reasonable part
ihould be made primarily with reference to the performance
of duty. . . tt" great majoritv of men wh6 have been
*"de [".r"r.1 officersiuring ti,e time that I have been here

have 6een men who were approaching the end of their
careers.)

The proposal to crack dor,r,n on quickie Letirernents r,vas

adopted and is lau, todav, but the plan to abolish the lieu-
tenant general ran into an insuperable obstacle. It was a

rebuke to two very great soldiers. It would take arvay from
Generals Corbin and N4acArthur, who on General Bates'
retirement might be expected by seniority to succeed to the
lieutenant generalcv, rvhat had been extended to Generals
Young, Chaffee and Bates. And u,hile Champ Clark could
say, "I am more convinced now than I was in 1900 that rve
have no use for a lieutenant general in the United States
in time of peace," the House r.vas in no mood to deprive tr,vo

distinguished veterans of the Civil War of their due. Conse-
quently, when the anti-lieutenant-general proviso to the ap-
propriation'bill u,ent out on a point of order-on account
there is a rule that legislation shall not be tacked on such a

bill-the House passed a legislative bill to keep the office
from being once rnore filled after the tr,r,o officers in question
had been provided for.

That bill did not become law. N4eanu,hile, on April 15,

1906, General Corbin got his third star, and rvhen he re-
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tired, exactly five months later, it passed to General Arthur
N4acArthur. (While all this was going on, Brigadier General
Bell r,r,as Chief of Staff.) When 1907 rolled around, the op-
ponents of the lieutenant generalcy returned to the attack,
and brought in a proviso to abolish the gradb on the active
list u,hen it should become vacant. "This norn," said Chair-
man Hull, "takes care of every officer who served in the
Cir,il War who could ever hope or expect to be lieutenant
general. The present officer, General MacArthur, holds it
until . . 1909. It does not disturb his tenure, but when
he shall be placed on the retired list it does provide that it
shall not thereafter be filled." However, once again the pro
posal fell afoul of a point of order; it r,vas legislation on an
appropriation bill.

What to do? Well, the House of Representatives had ade,
quate machinery for dealing r,vith parliamentary obstruc,
tionists, and u,hen, as here, there is plenty of steam behind
a project which does not quite fit r,vithin the rules, the lads
simply change the rules. Next day, therefore, Mr. Hull re-
offered the rejected proviso as an amendment-and the
Rules Committee brought in a special resolution declaring
fhe amendment to be in order. Said the gentleman in sup-
port of the special rule:

I believe that there is an opinion prevailing that it was
a mistake to create the office of lieutenant general for any

officer after the death of General Sheridan; that the distinc-
tion should have been confined to Generals Grant, Sher-
man and Sheridan. But as often as one officer after another
of the Civil War attained to the position where he would be
entitled to this place, if it was to be created, Congress felt
it would be unfair to deprive him of what his predecessors
had had. The reason that existed for giving this distinction
to these officers has now ceased to exist. All the officers of
the Civil War who r,vould be entitled by reason of their
seniority to become lieutenant generals have been provided
for, and if the office is to continue it will be conferred here-
after upon those who have had no connection with the Civil
War.

Or, as Champ Clark expressed it some years later rvith his
usual pungency, "The machinery for continuing the lieu-
tenant general was put in the bili, and u,e had four or five
lieutenant generals in succession, and then they ran out of
generals who had won any particular distinction anywhere"
If you can use the term 'gravitating up,' they had 'gravitated
up' to be commanders of the Armv."

The special rule was adopted on a voice vote and the
amendment abolishing the three-star grade came up for a

vote. Eighty-four members \,vere for it, and not a single one
opposed. Otherwise stated, there was not a single vote to
retain the grade of lieutenant general on the active list of the
United States Armv. The date: ]anuarv 10, 1907.

t

I

(To Be Continwed)

,.*i .,.*: '.:*: ',:fr'i

Lioe and Learn
Group of Armies of the East
Headquarters, 8 November 1918

38th Landsturm Regin'rent (48th Landwehr Division)

^*Ooj, 
from Epinal

Treatruent of Prisoners
The Americans treat us in a ridiculous rvay" If they knerv hou'

their countrymen were treated in Germanv they would not give
us toast at 8:00 o'clock in the morning r,vith our coffee. Those
people are like big children and do eyerything thev can to please
us.

Three times a day, hot meal-Tomato sauce, roast bacon, etc.
. It is ridiculous and rve hope that on another footing the

Americans u,ill break the iancc in our far.or. . - Frotyr. a doctt-
ntent cctptlLl'ed. after the Armistice of 1918.
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HELP FROM THE AIR
By Captain James B. L. Rush

\pril 5, 7915, the 398th Infantry o[ the 100th Di-
. t.ith the mission of crossing tlre Jagst River and
- - ten thousand yards to the- south to envelop the

f leilbronn, rras hlld up at Jagstfeld by fire from rhree
.r pillboxes and from ine*y infantry intrenched in

-,ds to the northeast. The portion of th" regiment
- l the Neckar River ruas o.rly three hundred- yards
:ire pillboxes, r,r,hich had a field of fire from' 180

-.r 360 degrees. All of the division artillery was in
-:: of the rest of the division engaged in a fiontal as-

. ,r: Heilbronn.
. - rrtack, the only quick solution available, was re-
.:* and u,ithin fiflee" minures a flight of p-42 fighter-
.:s \rras overhead. The planes firsi bombed the pill

, :nd effectively neutraliied them, making their iuns
-.''.'st to east to insure the safety of our own troops.
.-nes then switched their attention ro the enemy em-

-. ;1ong the road and woods northrvest of the'Jagrt
: Each- plane strafed individually to insure maximrim
..:,,. This enemy position was neutralized and the ad-
.. I the 398th across the river and to the south con-

. :-rpid and effective cooperation between ground and
:.. above has not alr,r,a)rs been the rule, buisince early
, :lian campaign the ground and the air have beeir- rust as much as the Infantrv and the Artillerv are a
:lut rvhile the Infantry-Artiilery team begins'at rhe

- -:al-battalion level, the air-ground tearn" begins at
higher one-rhe Armv-Tactical Air Corirmand

- crplaining the mcchanics of hor,v an infantrv unit
:est and obtain air attack in a matter of minutes, ir
: rvell to look at the ma,ke up of both the grouncl

- .lcments of the team and their missions.
- li-, the mission of an Ar..mv is to close lr,ith and
,ie e-nemy ground forces. Its'tools are its corps ancl
- .rnd associated units. The Tactical Air Command
, rrissions: air defense of the battle area; reconnais-
ih r,isual and photographic for itself and its co-

I -\rmv; and thirdlv, atack. The attack mission is
. lro three priorities: to gain and maintain aerial

;r to isol:rte the battlefield; and last, to participate
ldinated effort of the air and ground foices in the

.-r To ful{ill t}rese rnissions, the TAC is allotted trvo
.s ol planes, fighter and reconnaissance. For air

.. THE FRONTLINE INFANTRYLIAN GET HELP FROM
: Erperience says yes-if he doesn't ask for and expect

attad<in sLrFport of infantry, \rye are interested in the fighter
(or_fighter-bomber) type only.

Current doctrine and revised tables of organization
(Tra.ining Circular No. 17, 1945) provide th"e harness
u'hlch insures the air-ground team. An Air-Ground Liaison
Section (AGLS) is provided for every division, corps and
rrmy headquarrers. The division und co,.ps sections a,.e
charged r,vith the maintenance of close liaison and personal
contact rvith their respecrive G-2s and G-3s and wlth th"
Army section;_receiving, recording and distributing current
air-ground inlormation; Lransmiriing currenr borib safety
line inlorrnation; and the consoUdaiion and [orwarding to
army information center of that information requirej to
formulate air requesrs. These secrions likewise leep the
appropriate ground commanders informed as to the iction

"pg". 
tl"]r 

^requesrs 
for air missions. They I,vere formerly

called G-3 Air or Air Support Control Sections.
The AGLS at Army level consists of l6 officers and 20 en-

listed men. Four officers and eiqht enlisted men remain at
Army headquarters and oper-atJ the Air-Ground Informa-
tion Center (AGIC), while the remaining 12 officers and
l2 men form Ground tiaison Officer (GLd) reams who are
stationed with the various units of the Tactical Air Com-
mand. The Army section, among its numerous duties,
supervises the functio-ning of the division and corps sections
within the Army, and thiough the information c'enter, pre-
pares air requests lor the approval of Army and submisiion
to Tactical Air Command. Hlghly importint to the smooth
rvorking o[ the ream is the obllgationbf AGIC to keep ap-
propriate AGLS and GLO reams"informed of planned .rir.r'r-
tions, actions on requests for air missions, ,"rrit, of air opera-
tions, and the over-all situation from hour to hour.

Lioison Responsibilities

The GLO teams are primarily responsible for presenting
the^ground-picture to ti," air fo.ces and gettinj fro.., th3
air forces all mission results and observations which may be
of use to the ground forces. The GLOs rvho live a.rd woik at
the air units do this mainly by participaring in all briefings
and interrogations of combat aii personnel"and continuoJs
personal contact.

A signal company is provided to maintain radio com-
munications betneen all divisions and corps AGIS and
each air unit provided lr,ith the GLO teams. The net conrrol
stations are at the information center at Armv. which is the
hub of the r,vhole system. The cornrnu.r;catiorli system is the
exclusive properry of the AGLS, and is a iiaiso., 

"rrdinformation net, not a command net. It is also the channel

'| -r knA to successful close support of ground troops by the air forces fs an
r lerstanding by both orms of the tactical ond technical problems inooloed.

-:ltBER, lg45 4I

r



{

t I

I I

A6tC
AC

/

--7-7

FIB. FIB FIB RCN RCN RCN

til CW lioison Chonnel.
Air-Ground Lioison Section

trt

EiI

Forword Conlroller
Personol or Direct Phone Contoct.

Ground Lioison Officer Teom.

VHF Rodio for'Air-Ground

Gound-Air Communicotion/

I

42 INFANTRY JOURNAL

EE

E
l

a

--

tr EIEil



'hrch requests for air attack can come from divisions
_ T)s to army.

- .ldidon to this liaison net, rhere are the usual com-

' :hannels from army to corps to divisions and from
: ) its attack and reconnaissance units. Army and TAC
*.irters are usually adjoining. Of great importance to
: ground team is the contr"ol chinnel. Tie controi
.l consisfs of a tactica] control center, vrhich contro)s
:raff in flight by means of radar and VHF radio.

,-les from the tactica] control center are also sent
.i to each corps and division and are l<nou,n by various

. The generally accepted designation is "forward
l.'r," rvhich most aptly explains their function. The
i controllers (usually experienced combat pilots) are
-d rvith VHF radio and are able to brief pilots in the

r :alk them onto targets. Controllers are n6rmally pro-
n the basis of one per corps, one per infantry division
.. per combat command of an armored divisicln.
.r smaller units are given special missions and closelv
..rted air attacks are desirable, fornard controllers
.ched to them. The controllers locate themselves
.r they can best control the aircraft assigned to them
--nd arack: af the corp-s or division CP; in a forward

-. a lead vehicle or tank of a fast-moving armored
They are usually in telephone contact with artil-

.-. -, smoke targets, and r,vith OPs who can observe the
.s if the controller himself cannot see the target.
, the air-ground team is knit together by a liaison
,- rlhich continuous information is passed betrveen
.round units, and a control net, by which air force
.r be directed onto targets requested bv the ground

See Sketch.)

"Plonnod," "Cqll" or 'oAir Alerl"

,:ir-ground team is norv ready for action and
:rtrv has found a target suitable for air attack. The
,n be hit by a "planned" mission, a "calI" missio4, or
,-crt" mission. Actually, all the missions are identical.
. timing is different.
rhe planned urission. Let us suppose there is no

. -.luse the target is not immediateiy threatening and
be a good target tomorrorv. From the OP discover-
rrqett the inforrnation goes by telephone to the di-
r.-,LO (Air-Ground Liaison Officer) and G-3. The
,r'the air attack is then sent to the corps AGLS,
nsoiidates all such requests from its divisions, and
:m on to the Armv AGIC, u,here requests from
-,,re consolidated, presented to G-3 for approval, and

.-r'ned ol,er to the A-3 at the regular evening confer-
.re rnissions are planned for the lollorving day.
-{C has the final rvord as to nhether the target will
rpprovecl, it will be included in the field order and

:e ,rir units vvill be directed to attack it at a definite
r a specified number of planes each canying the

.rumber, u-eight and q?e of bombs to neutralize or
:re target as desired. This is fairly simple but the
.me betl'een the sighting of the target and target' 
rs measured in hours.
e\-ent the target constitutes an immediate threat to
-hne infantn,met -for instance, a group of medium

. : r.'oods one thousand lrards to orrr"fronl-it must be

r :': \lBER, Ig45

attacked immediately. There are no planes immediarely
available in the air.'This results in a'"call" mission, thl
steps in which are generally as follows:

) l) Regimental OP discovers ten enemy tanks in a
rvoods and reports to the regimental CP.

- ) 2) Rggrlnental S-3 gets CO's okay, phones requesr ro
division AGLS.

| 3) Division AGLO confers with G-3, and if requesf is
approved, it is radioed direcr to army AGIC

) 4) Corps AGLS, which is on the same radio ner, moni-
tors the call, and if coqps remains silent, approval is indi-
cated. (Corps can cut in and disapprove t66 request, and
there it stops.)

| 5) Duty officer at AGIC receives the requesr, gers
G-3's approval, presents reguest to TAC for approval ind
action. AGIC, meanwhile, has alerted all the GLOs ar rhe
fighter units that a mission is coming up.

> 6) A-3, having approved the missio-n, orders one of the
air units, through regular command channels, to make the
attack.

) 7) AGIC notifies the division AGLO thar the artack
is approved and gives the estimated time of the attack, and
irs rreighr.

I B) The GLO at the fighter group designared to make
the attack, already alerted i"d ready, aids ln briefing the
units by giving the ground picture, then sends to AGIe the
exact time of the attacl<. The GLOs at the other units hear
this message and l<now their unit is not to be used on the
mlssron.

> 9) AGIC forrvards the message to division,
I l0) The attack is made. The air unit will usuallv con-

tact the division forward conrroller who mav have thJ artil-
lery mark the target with colored smoke to lid th" pilots in
pin-point identification.

h I I ) The air unir reruins to base for interrogation.
I 12) The Division AGLO sends ro Ar*y, if possible,

ground otservation o{ the result of the attack. Army sends it
to air unit concerned.

) l3) After interrogation, the GLO sends the pilots'srory
of the attack to AGIC, who, in tum, sencls it dbu,n to rh;
division.

The elapsed time between original requesr and the air-
craft's time over target is thus reduced tobne and a half to
two hours' time, assuming the airfield is about thirty miles
to the rear of the front lines. Even this is too long in some
CASES.

"Air Alerl" Most Efficient

The most efficient rype of closely coctrdinared mission
from the standpoint of elipsed time is rhe "air alert." In its
simplest terms, an air alert mission is one in lvhich aircraft
are given no pre-briefed primary rargets but are told to re-
port in by VHF radio ro a division or corps forward con-
troller to be used on any target the grorrrd forces wish at-
tacked. The number of planes, bomb-loadings and rimes of
reporting in are usually-decided upon at the air-ground
planning conference on the previouJ afternoon or eiening,
using the requests from corps and division as the basis fJr
deciding whether a new{ight of aircraft u,ill report hourly,
four times a day, or as often as desired.

Generally, in fairly static u,arfare, the aircraft rvill be
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mans have been knor,vn to rvalk around utterly dazed and
lost after a particularly heavy attack. Strangely enough, as

the enemy's morale goes down under air attack, the morale
of our o\,vn troops goes up as they watch the enemy being
plastered. Demoralization, unfortunately, lasts only a short
time, thus our ground troops must get to the scene of the
attack quickly in order to take advantage of the enemy's
confused state.

But there are limitations, too, to air attack:

)l) Relative inaccuracy: the fighter-bomber pilot has
one chance to drop his bombs, and if he misses, he cannot
coffect his error. His bombs are gone" While this is cut to
a minimum by experienced pilots it rules out really close-in
attacks (three hundred yards from our own troops is just
about the irreducible minimum). It also rules out tiny ob-
jectives such as single machine-gun nests, although the
strafing of an area in r.vhich the machine gun is located may
bring results.

)2) Inability to sustain fire: the number of fighter-
bombers generally used in close co<iperation (four to 16)
lasts only a few minutes before the planes must return to
base for more bombs, rockets, ammunition and gas.

) 3) Weather: this is sometimes rather hard for the in-
fantryman to comprehend, mainly because he can and does
fight in all kinds. Certain weather conditions must exist,
however, before aircraft can get off the ground, find the
target and hit it. Moreover, the weather has to be good in
three places: at the airfield (or the plane cannot take off);
en route to the target (or the planes may not be able to navi-
gate or to form up in attack formation); in the target area
(or the pilot will not be able to find the target). There will
be sunny days in the front lines when no friendly planes
will be overhead. No, the pilots are not back at the base cool-
ing coffee. Likely as not the ceiling is zero and the fiers are
just as anxious to get off as the Doughboy is anxious to see

them. A ground commander should never make the success

of an operation depend on an air attack unless he is willing
to delay the attack indefinitely until weather permits.

The targets picked by the ground forces, then, should em-
phasize the aircraft's mnge, ability to mass, its heavy pro-
jectile and its shock effect.

Ground Force Dulies

The ground forces must describe fully the target to be hit

-on pre-briefed targets, Not only must its exact location
be given everything about the target must be described.
The reason is simple. The air force must decide the number
of planes rvhich will be used; the type of bombs which will
best accomplish the mission; the type of fuze for the
bombs; and the method of attack. In addition, the ground
forces should tell rihat results thev desire: harassment, neu-
tral ization or destruction.

Second, the ground forces should give briefy the reason

for requesting the attack and horv it will aid them. This
gives significance to the attack it rvould not otherwise have.

Third, the ground forces should do everything in their
power to send back to the air force the results of the air
action as seen from the ground. From the pilot's point of
vierv a close cooperation mission is most uninteresting. L*
comotives go boom when strafed and bombed but from the
pilot's seat nothing much happens when he bombs and

orderecl to report in to the corps conroller, who will in turn
pass them on to the controller of the division which has re-

Qr.rt.d air attack. In the event two divisions of the colps

have targett, the decision as to the more imP_ortant target

rvill be made by the corps AGLO and G-3. When air alert
is used, it is poisible for-a regiment to find-a target and get

air attack onlt ri,ithin a few minutes, as did the 398th.
Thrs method is expensive in planes, and will probably

onlr' be used at its maximum (a fresh flight reporting in to
the gruund controller every half hour) duling a criticil situ-
ati..ri, uithdrarval or breakthrough by our own forces.

Usually the aircraft reporting to the ground controller for
air-briefed primary tatg"ts will have pre-briefed secondary

targets and-pre-plinned armed reconnaissance routes in the
event the ground has no targets.

In somJcases, aircraft will be ordered to rePort directly
to division foru,ard controllers for use as desired by the
division. A notable example of this was the VIII Corps at-

tack on the citv of Brest last August. Each of the three in-
fantr-v diuirioni and one task fo"rce, which comprised the
.orpr, ,uor allotted four planes per hour during daylight
hours to be used as desired. Divisions normally set aside one

artillery piece for the sole purPose of smoking targets.

Arrnored column cover became famous during its most
successful early use-the Third Army's dash across North-
ern France. From four to eight bomb-loaded fighter-bombers
rvere directed to report to the forr,vard controller (usually in
a leading vehicle oi tank) of each column hourly-to be-used

either a[ainst German strong points holding uP the column
or to fv 30 to 40 miles reconnaissance in front of the col-

umns. 
"ln 

this manner, emplaced enemy antitank guns

r,vhich ordinaril,v might have held the columns up, for hours
.nere knocked out in minutes by 500-pound bombs.

Copobilities ond [imilolions

We have seen that an air attack can be quickly made

at the request of the ground commanders. A mere

knolr,ledge bf the system uied, however, is not sufficient. A
request for air attack implies a knou'led-ge of air-power on

the part of the requester. It implies a realization that the air
uttu.k r"q,."sted is the best vl,iy of getting desired results.

Nor should the requester expect air attack to lay down a

plush carpet on rvhich the infantryman can walk to an easy

victor-r,.
Stripped to its essentials, air Pgwgr used in conjunction

rvith ground action, represents added fire Power. Like every
other-u,eapon, the ground attack figtrter plane, or fighter-
bomber, his certain capabilities and limitations.

Briefy, the capabilities of the fighter-bomber are:

I t) ilange: the aircraft can make an attack up to three

hundred miles or more from its base.

L 2) Abilitv to mass: because aircraft are kept under a

centraiized control, it is possible within a short time to con-

centrate hundreds of planes over one point or area.

)3) Heaw projeclile; today the fighter-bomber can

carry t\vo 1,000pound bombs-to,say nothing of-eight cali-
ber .50 machine guns and ten rockets" The attack por.ver of
a single P-47, for instance, is tremendous.

[4) Shock effect: PW interrogation in Europe has

shc,u,n drat even greater than the material destruction
u,rouqht b), olr"tu*t ts the morale e{fect on the enemy' Ger-



rr enemv detenslve posltloll. IIle DesL way LU BcL

interesied in these iurg"tt is to tell him from the

.randpoint just what h"e accomplished or did not

.sh.

r, the target must be worth an air attack and other

.uch as a"rtillery) should be used first if possible'

: that the turg"i is within range, however, does not

ut as suitabit for air attack.-Air attack, in short,

: be used indiscriminately. Large as they are, the

! are not big enough to hit every available target'

. the divisio"ns shoirld remember that all requests

be honored. Unless specifically allotted a cettain
,f missions, all division requesti must be approved victory

i# ';iii '.:# '.:.rii

To o K Ration

K ration, I salute 1ou.
Yours is genius.

\4ore than canned Pale Pork loalt,

More than hard crackers,

Yellow porldered lemonade;
Y"r, mo'r" than hard round balls o[ candy

Four cigarettes of unfamiliar brand

A.rd on"e lone stick of gum
Are hidden
In your brou,n u/axen coat.

For there u,ithin you
Lies much of art,
And some ol mystery.
There ghosts the skills,
The dreams, the passions

Of dietetic researchists
Whose sterile go\vns
Rosed back the flicker
Of the Bunsen burner
Through unnumbered tedious

And trn relenting hours.

Staunch, single-purPosed men,

And u,omen, too,
Haunting their test tubes

And dlm-ht restaurants

To crowd together in 1'su 6.t.
This symphony
Of calories and proteins,
Whose every unit has been

Carefullv " "ish"d 
and measured:

Whose u".y tJrl has been surveved

To sustain the fagging soldier.
"Traveling on hii itomach,"
As great Napoleon said.

So, small brou'n Package'
I salute you.
I have eaten you now
For many days,

For lo, these manY daYs'

Yes, I salute you,

But I cannot eat You anYnore,

And
I
Throu'

You
t.ro 

^ Deep
Black

FIole

I
,'"i','BER, I945

-Capt. Earl J' Wilson, USNIC
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We Neoer Think of Foilure
Bya Battalion Cornmander

+
+
+
+

Wuo rvrn HEARD oF Low NTORALE AN'IONG AMERr-

cansi You hear it "pooh-poohed" all over the Army.
But Americans, thank God, are mortal men subject to

heights o[ erthusiasm and, at times, real despair.
Thank the Lord, I didn't have to worry about the
lou,est extreme, but my morale problem, small as it
\vast was tough enough.

tr first realized that the fighting efiiciency of my
c.rutfit was lower than it had been when, after two
months of combat, my leaders said for the first time,
"Sir, that position can't be taken. I don't know how.
C-an't u,e get -- to help us?" But after all possible help
had been given, they would have sorne other reason for
not being-able to do the job. Their final u,ord would
be: "We'll go, but rve don't guarantee the results."

This 'r.r,as nerv. I had never needed a guarantee. It
irad been SOP to succeed, and failure was not even
thought of-until norv. What u,ere the causes for the
change?

I decided tliat the reasons were these:

F l) Some sixty days of driving and fighting ''r,ith-
out a break.

) 2) Two weeks of town fighting with companies
at reduced strength, requiring everyone, subconsci-
ously, to be on the alert and tense all of the time. The
rife'companies were attacking every day, and it was
impossible to place security far enough away to give
the "secured" troops a feeling of safety. We fought in
the daytime and brought up rations and ammunition
at night. We "slept" with one ear cocked for Jerry's
nightly foray from across the street.

) 3) The loss of leaders. I stripped battalion head-
quarters down to one seasoned officer in order to give
officers to rifle companies, but continued losses left
the rifle companies with but one officer each.

) a) The loss of our men and no replacements.
The fact that the ranks were continually being re-

duced and not refilled seemed to point out to 
"each

soldier that his turn was coming. "He could be next."
The ever present questions in his mind were "Will
it be today, when I jump across the street? Will it be
the next time I stand by a window? Will the next
panzerfaust get me?"

)5 ) After a hard day's action, the nightly carrying
parties across marshy wet ground in the cold and
under artillery, mortar and machine-gun fire.

These, then, were the main causes for the decrease

+
in our fighting efficiency. I knew iror'v the men felt a
for I had the same drained feeling in the arms and "r
legs. Subconsciously, and even consciously, I had +
begun to count my o\ /n narrow escapes "That sniper ' t

missed me today-will he tomorrow?" "That wall *
that fell on me saved me from that l50mm. shell-will
I be passing a wall tomortow?" +

What rvere the cures for this nelv disease? 
-l-his

is what I did. +
First, I never iet a unit quit on a task it had been

given. i kr"r, it had the strength to do the job or I +
would not have given it to them to do. But to make
sure that th;s feZling of possible failure rvas wiped +
out, I gave every attacking unit, from squad to com- J
pu.,y, il possibl6 fir. ,rppJ.t from the baitalion. Thus +
no attack \ryas unsuccessful. Their achievements gave -.r
back to the men a large share of their confidence"and rr
raised their morale. They licked some jobs they had +thought impossible.

Second, I could see that I had to give my troops some ' *
rest. So I put one-third of my command on security
in the farthermost extremity of our area. This was not *
enough to keep the Germans from infiltrating (but
neither was my entire battalion strong enough to +
stop them.) The second third would rest in a "rest
ur"i" for twenty-four hours (this "rest area" was two +
or three blocks back of rvhere the fighting was going
on). The last one-third, having rested the day before, +
carried on the daily attack. Of course, this "rest" was
far from real rest t".urr" there was no place where +
any man could feel completely secure. But it helped. . -thlrd, I took up the problJ* of the loss of l""'d"r, 

. t
and the loss of men rvithout replacements rvith higher y-
echelons and received prompt assistance in the as- 4t

signment of additional officers.-Fourth, we tackled the burden of the carrying +
parties.. i\lly staff and I continued to.study this problem +
carefully and to personally supervise carrying parties
every night. This paid off beiause we were able to +
cut down the time of round trips to 45 minutes and
less. It probably helped the morale of the troops some +
to see the "Old N4an" out there at night trying to
speed things up. Regiment also helped by getting +
barges and vehicles across to us the last few days.

N4aybe these "cures" were merely coincidental, but +
before we were pulled out, there was no job assigned
to us that the rien felt was impossible for us tE ac- +
complish. We could lick anything. 

+
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SHOESTRING RI DGE
By Colonel John M. Finn

il-L-b,D IT' THE BATTI-E OlJ SHOESTRING RIDGE, NOT

.,f any peculiarities of terrain, but because of the
r,'e had to use to hold a vitally important piece of
From one crucial moment to the next we were

-.rther together only the bare necessities ol supplies
.l to repulse the fanatical attacks of a numerically

enemy. We operated on a shoestring. So did
but luckily we managed to keep ours just a trife

The old slogan, "Too little and too late" became

- -iugh and just in time" for us.
:preciate the actual battle it is best to know a litde of
rrs leading up to it and also of the terrain. After
.i of the Jap resistance in the Leyte Valley was
.,nd the remnants of the Japanese l6th Division

shting in the mountains to the west, the general
rhe American forces took the form of giant pincers.
Corps, forming one jaw of the pincers, \vas to swing
..1 then south and drive against Ormoc, the center of
rctivity on the west coast. The XXIV Corps was

. the lower jaw by advancing across the mountains
.:r Abuyog and Baybay and thence up the coast to

As both forces rvere still composed of only the assault
::s. only part of the troops could be released for this
'ission. The bulk of the troops rvere still needed to

guard and mop up the captured territory on the east side of
the island.

The 32d Infantry, reinforced, but less its lst Battalion,
was given the mission of leading the parade to Ormoc from
the south (Mop l). Its specific mission lvas to secure

Abuyog on the east coast and Baybay on the west coast,

and then move troops north to secure a future main supply
road for the division. The 13th Engineer Battali,on was to
build or repair the necessary bridges and roads. The regi-
ment had io guard the long supply road from both land
and sea attacks and therefore had only a small force to push
forward to grab new territory from the Japs.

Luckily, ihe Japs had pulled out and until November 13

our troubles were destroyed bridges, rvashed-out roads,

swollen rivers, continual rains and an crccasional Jap air
raid. The Nips had landed huge reinforcements at Ormoc
and vicinity and were branching out both to the north and
to the south. We had had many reports from the guerrillas
and natives that the Japs were moving toward us but until

PART ONE

:tJ operated on lust o shoestring of supplies on the Llest coast of Leyte, but the

) :,tghboAs ond the Redlegs come through fioe nights of tough battle together
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November I3 no contact had been made. After several patrol
clashes, we began building up a defensive position on the
ridge_between the Palanas and the Bucan rivers (Map 2).
The- Japs, in turn, rvere building up a srrong offensive iorce
on the north side of the Palanai River.

DUKWs Were o godsend

During the en_tire operation we were plagued by a short-
age of supplies. In adiition, it u,as a *urr-ired struggle to
get the supplies to the front lines. As the regiment r,iis the
largest unit on the wesr side of Leyte, all un"its in that area
were attached to us and it was a heav1, strain on our meager
transportation. Wi+ twelve 2Yz-ton lrucks we hauled sip-
plies for nearly six thousand troops. Five DUKWs furnished

P!_!y Division on November-I8 were a godsend. The
MSR from Baybay ro Damulaan mer its first obstacle on the
outskirts of Baybay in the fonn of a river which altered with
the tides and the continual rainsrorms. At low tide we could
ford the stream with all vehicles but at high tide only
Weasels (N429C cargo carriers) could cross. When jt rained
more than ten minures everything stopped dead. Companv
p, l3$ E-ngineer Battalion built a ferry using assault bbati,
but the first storm deposited it high-on the bank, three
hundred yards downstream. They iiren resurrected an old
civilian ferry and on good days were able to carry a lVz-ton
truck^or trvo jeeps. On bad days, anythi.tg couid happen.
The ferryrvas christened-the SS X,4aybe, urd it lived up to
its name. Regardie-ss of the difficulties, the engineers kept
traffic moving and had it not been for them the entiie
operation would have been impossible.

After surmounting the first river obstacle, the N4SR fol-
lou,ed a fairly good. but narro\,v, civilian road, for about three
and a half miles. The engineers rebuilt eight burned bridges
in this stretch and hauled coundess toni of sravel to kJeo
the road from disappearing into the bottomlcis rice paddie!
that separated the mountains from the Camotes Sea.
After three and a half miles, the MSR was routed alons
the rocky beach where it crossed fifty-one more streams bel
fore reaching Damulaan, sixreen #iles north o[ Baybay.

Yu"y of these rivers $,ere unfordable at high tide and
during storms. Native labor rvas pressed int6 service to
build fords but the heavy rains rvashed them our faster
than they could be built.

Nolives "Help"
We then hired native bancas to haul supplies. These

boats could haul four to six tons but their capaiity varied ac-
cording to the w-eather and the amount of corn they carried
in the hold. If the weather rvere fair they could manage a
round trip each day. If it were stormy rhe'crerv went asfiore
to win or lose a few pesos with their fighting cocks. The
assistance they gave was slight.

Our dispositions in the Damulaan area lvere not accord,
ing to the book, but there were reasons. As part of our
mission was to establish a jumping-off point for an attack
by the 7th Infantry Division we moved our field artillerv
bitteries close to tire front-line infantry for two ."rror,ri
(l) To pla_ce artillery fire as far to the ?ront as possible to
minimize displacement necessary to suppoft the contem-
plated attack; (2) To enable the depleted infantry to pro-
vide maximum protecrion to rhe artillery. Battery- B, ilth
48

Marine Gun Battalion, moved into the Damulaan area to
place long-range fire on enemy installations near Ormoc
and to.stop any and all_enemy ships from entering Ormoc
Bay. The artillery was dropping repeared concentririons on
congregations of Nippo-nese soldiers. As the artillery rvas
the main thorn in the Jap side,_rve assumed he ruould go
after the trig, guns, .,o -itter u,here the1, were placed. Xs
we had the best defensive rerrain for several *iles south,
ye h-ad to pull-everything in close and get readv to hold,
Jap desires to the contrary.

Let us look at our defensive lines as thev existed on No-
vember 23, 1944 (Llap 2). The great d'istar,.e involved
did not allou,,one end of the line tJbe anchored on rhe sea
and the other on the rugged mountains. Some avenues of
Jpproacl had to be left open to the Japs but we could at
least make these avenuei the loneeit and most difficult.
Therefore, our nain defenses were"astride the road and on
that part of the ridge which overlooked our artillery and
CP installations. The remainder of the ridse stretchins up
to Hill 9lB was 

_oytposted. With Compa.,y "F 
and Co-frrni,

G occupying 1,500 yards of rerrain, the iir," uas stretched
very thin.

The artillerymen realized they were liable for more rhan
suppo.rting missions. They didn't like it, but rhey accepted
it..and for-*"-a- strong perimerers guarding orr tack d'oor.
They u-orked hke beivers building"revetm"ents for the guns
and individual shelters for the men-. The infantrv rvas nioud
of the redlegs and there \r/ere many good-.rat,rred iracks
about Combat Infantry Badges and ihe accompanying ten
bucks a monrh. This Infantry-Artillery t"a* had forgf,t to-
ge.ther through 

-two previous'campaigns and respcctei 
"r"hother. The Crtillerymen might ""d "p charging with the

bayonet and the infantry might have io pasithe ammuni-
tion, but the job would ger done.

Jops Open Up

On the night of November 23-24, the Japs shorved their
intentions and also their potential strength.-At about 1830,
their artillery opened up Tor the first tiie. The first rounds
were smoke and fell near Battery A, but the remaininq
forty rounds of half HE and half-smoke \vere so scatterei
that their targets could not be determined. The arrillery
fire was accompanied by heavy mortar flre concent.ut"d on
the front-line positions. Counterbattery action was started
immediately. The enemy guns would remain silent for a
r,vhile and then open up again. A few rounds from our bat-
teries would silence them and the whole process would
start all over again. At about 2000, the Japs placed artillery
and mortar barrages o_n oqr entire line, cbmmencing r,vith
Company F near the beach and swinging easr untii-Com-
pany E was included.

^ 
At 2010, Company E's wire line was broken by artillery

fire and communication was maintained by SCR-300 radio.
Because Company E's radio had to keep'off high ground,
messages were relayed to battalion headquartersl A"t about
the same time, all wire communicationi between the 2d
Battalion and-regimental headquarters at Baybay were dis-
rupted. The SCR-284 radio net failed and'regimenr was
completely in the dark. Communications we.-re re6stab-
Iished in a roundabo rJ way_ bu1 on the whole, regimental
headquarters remained in the dark and sweated i-t out.

INFANIRY IOURNAI



10, t,rorrg enemy forces had built up in front o[
F's positions. N4ortar barrages failef to halt the

ird at 2100 the Japs attacked. The ground offered
avenues of approach to the terrain-wise enemy.
no wild Banzai charge, but a cleverly conceived,
brdina-ted attack by iuperior numbeis. Daylight

ln had located Company E's positionr urrd ""d-

f,as taken of the widely dispersed platoons. Each
las attacked frontally by fire"and m&ement, while
es pushed into the gaps in an effort to isolate the

silence had to be maintained so control was exer-

the 13th Indepindent Infantry Regiment as the
force.)
:der to withdraw was difficult ro follow. The
r withdrew slowly and built up a line fifty yards
,-only to find Japs digging in twenty yards behind
Iirle. The Nips were discovered first and caught
The Jap force was driven off but the routJof

rl to the south was blocked so the platoon with-
e west. Casualties slowed it down but it went into

ie ridge overlooking Damulaan. The Japs then

l, I945

Mop I

broke through qhe weakened middle of the rife platoon's
line. One squad was cut off so the platoon leadei formed
the other fwo squads into a semicircle and continued the
fight. He then received withdrarryal orders which he fol-
lowed 

-immediately.- H" moved to rhe company assembly
area where he found his lost squad.

The 3d Platoon with the LN4G section was nor attacked
until after it had starred its withdrawal. Planning to move
down the draw to the assembly area, rhe platoon liader had
to abandon that roure rvhen rhe Japs hii his left in force.
The plaroon opened fire and -oved across fhe ildge and
down a trail on the other side. Again it ran into Ja[s and
had to leave the trail and move around them, to the coinpany
assembly area.

Only Six Missing

only give
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Mop 2

lvarning and vi,ithdraw r,vhen attacked by a large force' Had

it been"kept together in a company defensive.position rvith

listenins iosts out, it u'ould have been a hard force to

*hip. Ad*ittedly, all the terrain would not have been

.ou"'r"d, but the Jap could not afford to-by-pass such a po-

tenr force, be.aus"-ut daylight rve would have been able

to crush him between two'att"acking forces' We don't intend

to make that mistake again.

Whlle Company E was being so roughly handled, the

other forces wlre'not idle. Company F reported driving

off many small patrols rvhich p.ob"d- its lines during the

nisht. iompany^L was not rroiested but Company G rvas

no? ro fortunnt", Its entire front rvas hit by patrols of ap-

proximately l5 ]aps each' except on the right f ank where ag

iroximateiy fifiy:attacked thb right squad. At 2130, the

ium b"sm exertinq prcssure o., Company G' At about

izbo. C"o*pany C it'ai notified that Company E had been

driven out of iheir positions and was to withdrarv in be-

hind Company L. fhit l"ft the right fank of Companl'G
co-pletelv erposed. The companv commander ordered his

righi platto.t i"ud", to pull his righr back from in front

.[-th"'ridg" to a position 
^on 

the ridge lacing east, thus relus-

ing his gu""l. tt it necessitated the moving of the right trvo

so uads.' Ploying Possum

The right squad received the order to u'ithdrar'v to the

ridqe and"began preparations to mo\e' The BAR teanl on

theorisht plaled theii belts and ueapons against e tree frve

feet fiomih"l. fu*hole and began rolling their packs' Sud-

denly the Japs opened up ."ith rifes, LN4Gs, and knee

*orr'rr, ,.rd b"gr" moving in. The BAR man grabbed.lor

his weapon but"someone f,ad knocked it down-' He picked

it ,o and dived into his foxhole rvith his Ml-armed as-

,ista'r,t. He raised his BAR to frre, but the magazine had

fallen out and he ivas helPless. The belt holding reserve

magazines was out o[ his reach and the Japs u'ere not ten

(o

yards arvay, firing like rnad. The t'/vo men huddled in their
hole and hardl,v breathed. The Japs moved in and set uP
ten knee mortais and ten LN{Gs and placed fire on the ridge

above, to r,vhich the remainder of the BAR team's squad had

withdrau,n. The Nips would fire a few rounds and then
move ten to fifteen yards and fire again. Then American
mortar fire began faliing like rain. The Nips were not dug
in and the arei was a mass of torn and bleeding bodies, in-
termingled with wrecked equipment and weapons' At least

fifty per cent of the Japs wtre casualties. But they did-not
wlihdraw. Instead, reinforcements arrived and aided. in
placing more fire on the ridge.- Aft& three hours of waiting things quieted down some-

what and as the two men r,r,hispered plans for an escaPe, a

Jap soldier walked over their hole and screeched as he dis-

covered them. His scream died in his throat as the assistant

BAR man sent a bullet crashing through his chest. Push-

ing the dying Nip out of the way, the tu'o:rnen jumped out
o[ th" hoie and started running" The startled Japs began fir-
ing in all directions, The assistant BAR man clisappeared

into the dark foliage apparently still in good running order'
The BAR man wainot so fortunate" His cramped position in
the foxhole had caused his legs to go to sleep and ten vards
from his hole his sleepy legs gave way and he sprawled in
the grass just as a Jap machine gun zeroed in on him. He

".a*,=l"d 
about ten feet and tried again, but the Jap machine

gun \\as on his track. Chagrined_ar_the-futility of it all, he

iemained in the grnt, ,niil daylight. Thirty Japs passed

rvithin eight feet of him and an LN4G set uP ten feet from
him and fred intermittently, directly over him, for tr,r'o and

a half hours. N4ore of his or'r,n mortar fire landed all around

him. But the BAR man couldn't even get the Purple Heart,
and at dayllght, alternately crar'vling and running, he made

his u,av to his own lines. :

F{is'squad in the meantime had made a rapid but suc-

cessful lvithclra-"o,al and had taken up the position on the
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--.nq easr. A section of l\,lLis was rn tne line rvith
-:.during rhe night they repulsed repeared attacks
. ::rirrr Jap-s. C)ne Jap rvho managed to work his u.ay
- i\\'entv feet of one of the HN,{Gs, stood straight
... "\le'Firipino and started r".u-Ufi"g ,p ,-h"
:rr\-er made it" To illustrare the persisteniy of th"r.p officer and four men armed with fouri LMGs
.i eight feet from the front lines at daylight. Thev
:n ing to take the position

, - sreps rvere immediately taken to regain some of
s:-,und, to find and evacuate our dead and to po-
:..c battle ground in general. Company E's c&n-

- --;rc,uped his forces arid p."pa.ed to attack toward
-jrions. Company F patro,lled our to the palanas
. ,und the area clear. Ar 0800, Companies G, E

. :har order from left to right, attacked to the east
:.,, 918 and pushed the Japs back to the palanas
::e north and Hill 918 on the east. Company G
-' Jrps killed bv mortar and artillery fire. The
,:d mrnr- dead had evidently been evacuated so-,rs undtubtedly much higirer. All three corn-
.:i moDV stragglers during the advance.

- '.. ,,n November 24, 1944, the 2d Battalion com-
--=red his troops to return to positions shown on
=..regimental commander had moved Company
.-.i:d to Damulaan to be attached to the 2d-Bai-
- :r.iO, all troopsrvere in position and all suppofi-

' --: registered. The arrillery had spent the-day
r: iroop conce_nrrations and possible OP and gun
.. i:r as the shortage of ammunition allowed] A

. ',':s u'recked attempting to take off so our fire
_-::ected-!y grorr"d observation. One battery of
, =1.1 -{rtillery Battalion arrived in the Damuiaan' .:i u.as put in position south of the Bucan River

- B s left fank across highway No. 2. It had taken
- i,earlr' four days to Come fiftv miles from East

Artillery Conscious

: ,., rfc Iap a-rtillery conscious and the dirt began
--: iund shelters for aid stations, CPs, and c6m-- ,..rers \vere established. All men not in the
:..J r-,r-erhead shelters on their foxholes. The

. ps refused to use overhead cover; they, ' ::x-rm for close-in fighting.. . ::r u'as a mad scrambleJor the service ele-
-'. .laved to move sufficient ammunition to the

,.r through a night of hard fighting. Emphasis
:. :\-.o crirical items-l05mm. and Blmm. am-

- - bt dark u,e had 1,400 rounds of l05mm.. -:.1. c,f Slmm. HE light. We hoped it would

effect, their fire shifted to the rear area and centered on
Battery A and the infantrv and artillerv Cps all in Damu-
laan. tlou,ever, heavy 8lmm. fire continued to pound the
front-line positions of 

'Companies 
G, E, L, and f. illor" g"",

\ryere soon added to the enem1, barrage and the greater 
"bulk

of the fire shifted to Battery ti. Brt tEe cannone6rs staved at
their guns and continued io fire. )

Three-pronged push

. After rhirty minutes of preparatory fire the Jap ground
f-orces began a determined push againit our front linis from
the east. The attacks we." iorr.e.riiated against three points:
the right fank of Company G; the driw betwe"., Co^-
panies.L and K; and rhe cenrer of Company K. The Nip
sftength was estimared as a reinforced- baitalion againit
Companies.L and K and one reinforced company a[ainst
Company G. The Japs also ,senr srrong combat p"atrols
against Companies F and G from the north which rnere
easily repulsed. Apparently a general attack u,as in progress,
so the battalion commander oidered all supporting *".'po",
to fire their normal barrages. The artillery hied alith."e but-
teries at maximum rate for seven minuies and all mortars
opened up rvith all they had. From captured documents
we learned the effect of tiris lire. The artilierv did not hit the
assault forces but did cut them off and wreakld havoc among
the reserves and command groups. The general coordinatioi
of the Jap attack vr,as broken ard eacliforce had to artack
alone u'ithout ho?e of reinforcem_ent or general artillery sup-
port. A caprured diary remarked that ihe mortars feil hte
rain and inficted great casualties and the artillery kept them
from getting a*u! fro* rhe mortar fire. This for""d th"*
t9 ke^ep butting against the infantry. The inirial attack in
the Company G- irea _rvas repulsed'by shifting individuals
from. place to place-during ihe fighting. Befire the Japs
could reorganize and launc-h a second a'ttack the batta]ion
A&P pla.toon and one squad of Company B, l3th Engineers,
rvere placed in previously prepaled- positions b"etvueen
Companies-G and E. This enabled Company G to thicken
its line at the main pressure poinr a.rd throiv back the re-
peated assau]ts.

The attack against Companies L and K was the heaviest
and. most persistent of the night. Due to heavy patrolling
during the day and the necesiity of su,itching urilll"ry oE
servers to take care of the defeniive fires there-was no artil-
lery observer rvith Compan,r, L; nor had a normal artillerv
barrage been registered-in iront of it. At about 1900 the
Japs began building- up_a sizable force on the ridge in front
of Company I's right fenk- There \-as a grear d-eal of jab-
bering and shouting of orders. The comp,"ary .o**rrrd",
placed 60m-m. mortir fire on rhe ridge brt ["pt his MCs
silent in order not to give avi,ay their locations" Th" rnortu,
fire only increased the fuss and-furor the enemy was putting
uP.

A shower of grenades and knee mortar shells announced
the presence of about fifty Japs within thirty yards of Com-
pany L's right platoon. Simultaneously with this attack, the
Japs attacked the Company K plaroon in the draw to the
right. The Japs had built up a strong base of fire on the

1i-dge and rvere placing devastating cross fire on.Companr
K, at the same time lacing Company L's positions i.-irh
hgs1,y grazing fire. Tu,elve LN{Gs lr,e.e e*ploved as a base

5I

- i :he 24th proved to be another hecric,
- .,i--.ir, The Japs had forced us inro a com-
' : '. r 1r-r5i1ien and thev rvere readv for the an-

- l,: ;ttack order u,hich we captured the next-, ;,r: it. An almost-full moon'brightened the
- *: :he -\ips paid no atention to the moon-
-:.- ut uirh rhe heaviest artillerv barrage we

.=;:.rrl . The first rounds landed'on the?ront
-.. :: srrmed the laps \r\.ere readv to fire for
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of fire in addition to man)' more carried by the assaulting
troops. Company L, uling all a_vailable 

-weaPons, 
managed

to ripulse th" J"p. and drove them back to the ridge with
heavy losses.

lnfontry-Morine Teomwork

Company K was not so fortunate. Previous casualties had
reduced^ o,r, 

"o-p..,ies 
to slightly over half strength,-and

the platoon guarding the draw had only 19 men lor duty.
As ihe Nipsl under-the protection of d"u_dly machine-gun-

and k.ree-iortar fire, cloied against the platoon, a band of
machine-gun fire was moved in behind the platoon, cutting
off their ioute of withdrawal. The battle was approaching

hand-to-hand combat and the platoon was about to be over-

whelmed when help arrived from an unexpected 
-source-

The Marine batteryof Long Toms was in position behind
Company K and had placed one caliber .50 AA gun in
Co*pany K's front lin6s to be used as both an AA and a

grorr.rd gun. The gun was on the edge of the high ground
io the solth of thJdraw where the platoon was fighting for
existence. The fight had reached the stage w-lrere several

Taps had been bayoneted as they leaped for American de-

i"ird".t wh", the'Marine grrrrrr"., a big raw-boned lad of
19 went into action. He zeroed in on the two Jap guns on

the left of the platoon and gave them two long bursts.

Swinging his gun to the right he centered on two more

Jrp g"r.,r"r.,d i,recked their-plans with two deadly bursts.

Citii"g into the swing of tliings,, the- Marine- swung his

*".poi toward the ridge acrosi the draw and raked the

Tap iunners from one end of the ridge to the other and

iidr,tt stop until the Nips had enough and quit-firing. With
the fanking fire remov6d, the platoon in the draqstoPP-ed
the Nips, I-eaving the position littered with dead Japs, tlre

,lutoo.r'executed"an o.detlv withdrawal to the footbf the

iidg" to their right ,"u, *h"r" they had prepared positions

to Iou"t the draw by fire. The platoon leader, a technical

serqeant, insisted that the Marine gunner either transfer to
the" Armv or he would have to transfer to the Marines,

", 
h" 

"oildn't 
get along rvithout him.

When Company L repulsed the fifty-man attack on their
riqht fank ttrJlups withdrew to the ridge and commenced

pr?parations foi flrther assaults. Compiny L did not have

an artillery observer as yet but one was on the way up.

However, ihey did have i lieutenant who had been trained
in the reqimental cannon company and understood artillery
procedrrl. Taking a reel of- wire and a sound-por'vered

phon" he and twJ men crawled fifty yards in front of the

lour-strand wire fence to a small oot" *hi"h allowed direct
observation of the draw in which the Japs assembled to

launch their attacks. By the time he reached the nose, the
artillery observer had airived and had his radio set up. Thc
lieutenant's orders were sent by sound Pow-er to the radio

and relayed to the guns. He soon had a barrage registered on

the draw. The Japs made three attemPts to launch attacks

asainst Companf L's right fank but the artillery took

dEadlv toll each ti-" ,.,d only a few had to be killed by
gr"rrrd", along the rvire. Thwarted in this area, the Japs
Iloued to their right and attempted to break the line on

Company L's left*fank. The men heard them coming and

those Jafs that managed to survive the- 60mm. fire ran into
two 37-m. guns firin-g canister. Outside of a few persistent

inliltrators, the Companv L front remained comparatively
quiet the rest of the night.

Besides the attack against Company K's left platoon the

Japs launched at least a company against the center of
Company K's line. This was a definite mistake, as the
cornfields there offered no cover at all. Artillery, mortars,
MGs, rifes, and grenades took such toll that the Japs
never again tried to attack there. However, the Japs did
keep probing at the left fank of Company K and kept MG
and mortar fire along the entire line the remainder of the
night.

While the front lines were busy fighting off the ground
forces the artillery and headquarters personnel were sub-
jected to an extensive enemy artillery barrage. The for-
ward observer parties, operating right in the front lines and
oftentimes fighting as individual rifemen, were lucky
enough to pick up the fash of the enemy guns. Our artillery
landed right on the target but the enemy continued firing
from the same area and several pieces joined in from farther
in the hills to the east. The Jap was after our artillery and
he poured in everything he had. When our guns \^,ere not
answering calls for normal barrage fires they were firing
counterbattery. Slowly but surely the Japs began falling
behind and front-line troops reported that the Japs were
using trucks to move their pieces to new firing positions.
Many located positions were silent and we thought that
several of the guns had been knocked out of action. But
they continued to paste our artillery and the CP area in
Damulaan. All wire communications u,ere broken and could
not be repaired. Communications were handled entirely by
radio. At 0100, the Japs increased their tempo and concen-
trated on Battery B to such an extent that all four guns
were put out of action. (By resorting to cannibalization, one
gun was back in action by dawn.)

Heodquorlers Busy Too

Shortly after this heavy barrage, about 25 Japs were dis-
covered on the west side of the road just south of Damu-
laan. They had set up two machine guns and proceeded to
spray the area. They were about fifty yards from the CP
p'"riir"t". which rvi, *urr.r"d by Ci' p"rrorrrr"l, medics,
and tr,r,o squads of engineers. The medics were the closest

group and they opened up with sufficient effect to drive
ihe Nips out. Where they came from and where they went
we never knew. The threat of enemy behind our lines and
the difficulty of holding the gap between Companies K and

L added up to the conclusion that we needed more troops.

The long coastline, with the definite threat from Jap
barge landings, forced us to keep troops along the be1ch.
About midnight, the regimental commander \,vas notified by
Division that more troops would be made available to

handle the task north of Baybay. Consequently, five engi-
neer trucks were dispatched to Company I, bivouacked six
and a half miles north of Baybay, at 0030, November 25,
to take it to Damulaan. It arrived at about 0330 and was
held in reserve on the beach.

The enemy artillery continued harassing fire until about
0400. The battle on the front lines abated at about the same

time. The enemy apparent]y intended to clear the area be-
fore our daylight patrols could ferret him out.

. (To be concluded next month)
tltE a l!?6v t^l tDlt a r.



ilnrfantry $cout
Dogs

E/4 Colon el Frank J. Sackton

: - I I}IC FRISKI-t, ALERI'ED ON AN ENEMY PO-

.. F 
jrrol u-ith a unit from Company I, l36th

- l:)n. rhe patrol started moving around the
' - -.nk atrack. As the patrol moved into position
'- : : -in,-rrher group of Japs and saved the patrol
. Thc arrillen nas noti{ied and plastered the

- . llhrrrr--three Japs rvere killed or u,ounded.
- : :her'scor,t d-ogs in the 39th Inf-antry Scout

-.:iicipated in more than eighty combat mis-
- : - Ditision loot soldiers on Luzon from March

l-)r forn' of the missions contact u,as made
: :r.' -\ltogether 97 Japs were killed by these

-. *: losses \\'ere one killed and one r,vounded.- , -- r-,q reams rvere first sent out with patrols-: .--',; ikeptics among the foot soldiers, brt as

I
t:
I

'. ..1 the u'ork of the dogs helpful, demands for
- .: -ls one regimental S-3 put it, "Scout dogs

-.:-. ,.,n patrols by three of our rife companies.
- .:rd rhe rnen report that the dogs give the

- : :: :dvantage. On several occasions the dogs' : -. :n time for them to escape enemy fire.". : -.-,1. ''\\/e ll,ant to continue using scout dogs-','= :hink another scout dog platoon should be
. ---: J]\.lS1OD.

and he andlis dog make a good arget for enemy rifemen.
At times r,r'hen a patrol has difficulty loc'ating ih" ere*y
after a dog has alerted ir is necessary for the handler to work
foru,ard with his dog. The case of Danny and his handler
is an example of what a well trained scout dog team can do.

* A combat patrol from the l23d Infantry accompanied by
Danny and his handler was sent out to locate and destroy an
enemy machine-gun position which menaced the regiment's
supply route. Da_nny alerted on the enemy but tG patrol
could not locate them. The handler and the dog workeld for-
ward until the handler located the position. The Japs
opened fire and killed the handler as h6 signalled the ioc'a-
tion of the-position. Then the patrol killed three Japs and
destroyed the gun.

_-Dogs alert on all human beings, not the e.nemy alone.
They u'ill also alert on an area-recently vacared by the
enemy-, but they will not alert on a dead body, even though
it has been dead onlv a few hours.

Like men, scout dogs need rest and rehabilitation and
should be withdrawn every two monrhs or so. Like Dough-
boys they have no great love for field rations. It takes a d"iet
of fresh meat to restore a dog's vitality.

The sensitivity of his ears 
"make 

a dog unable to rvith-
stand the concussion of heavy artillery, 4.2-;nch mortar fire
and bombings. One dog in the 39th Platoon r,r'as so shell-
shocked by fie explosion of a bomb in a bivouac area that
he is no longer of value as a scout dog.

_ -The practice of the 33d Division wis to assign dog teams
(dog_and handler) to the frontline units most activ:ely en-
gaged in patrolling- If dog teams work regularly with the
same units, patrols become more efficient because the teams
and the patrols learn to work together and understand one
another' 
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.,;r; SCrfut dogs saved a patrol from ambush are
- - : \len operating on patrols in enemy terri-

: r: ihev can seldom get in the first shot; the
,- - ,r..ul"d in his posltion can wait until the

, -,rn his sights. But a good scout dog can reduce' 
...,.,,-,rk of Pal, another dog in the 39th Scout

: ':n e,rarnple. While on parrol rvith the I&R: :;. Infantn', Pal alerted a number of times and
- ,rr,,nn3issance patrol each time was able to
: ::r\. :nd complete its mission. Butch, another
. :,,: :,n. u'hile on perimeter guard with an AT

.-.:red on three ]aps appr6aching from the
, - l S handier killed one Jap. The other tr,vo fed.
: .. . i. ;rained to alert when he senses the presence- .,- qs other than those in his party. Hiihandler

,::c:prer that alert and expliin it to the group
- r Cn patrols rhe dog and his handler form the
. -.h :heir training and long association together,
.: r. able to interpret his dog's reaction urrd d"-
. - :lrJinq place of the enemy. Scouts then in-

. ..: ::e .l :he handler points out.

- : r:ir--,l : handler's full attention is given to his
, -,. : r::.. the handler has to stand to?o his work

":ii 'rur3ER 1945
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The Infantry Journal is not the mouthpiece of the
War Department. The fact that an article appears
in its columns does not indicate the approval of the
views expressed in it by any group or any individual
other than the author. It is our policy to print
articles on subjects of interest to Infantry officers in
order to stimulate thought and promote discussion;
this regardless of the fact that some or all of the
opinions advanced may be at variance with those held
by the President of the Infantry Association, the
members of the Executive Council. and the Editors.

United States lnfantry Association
Founded in 1893

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN H. HILLDRING, PRrsrotNr
COLONEL FRANCIS C. ENDICOTT, Vrcr PnrsrorNr
COLONEL JOSEPH I" GREENE, Spcnrtanv-TnrAsuRER

Information and Education Officer of UFET. Colonel
Ulmer came to The JounNer in 1936 as associate editor and
continued in the same position until he left in May for duty
in Europe. The JounNAL o\r,es much to Colonel Ulmer's
sound editing and ftrst-rate sense of what makes good
reading for the fighting Infantryman.

To assist the editor in the additional r,vork gror,r,ing out
of The JounNar,'s urartime expansion, N4ajor Daniel J.
Herr has joined the staff as an assistant to the editor.
X4ajor Herr began his Army career in l94l as a selectee in
the 9th Infantry Division. He transferred to the 32d In-
fantry Division and u,ent to Australia rvith it in the spring
af 1942. He was u,ounded in the Buna campaign in u,hich
he served as an aide to l\4ajor General E. F. Harding, u,ho
lr,as formerlv editor of The JounNar. Later N4ajor Herr ac-

companied General Harding to Panama and to the Antilles
Department. In civilian life l4ajor Herr rvas on the staff
of the Nerv York Daily Nerr.s.

r't{
The AtomicWorld

The world o{ the atomic bomb-and of atomic power for
peace or war-is a different 'n orld, a vastly different world
from the one we have kno.iln. The nerv fact is so tremen-
dous and immediate in meaning for us all, military man
and civilian, that facing it becornes our first duty"

That a few years, or many, may pass before we can knou,
the whole import of atomic po\\rer cannot become an excuse

for saying "Let's rvait and see rvhat we really have. Let's
not think too much about it now until we have all the facts

for good and el,il that the controlling authorities decide can

be released."

The first bomb and the official statements that folloned
its dropping were enough-especially since we were told
that a release of explosive power perhaps as great again in
magnitude appears to be in sight.

It may be true that armies and powerhouses will not
change overnight-that our present sources of energy, fs1

peace and war will have continuing usefulness until u,e

knorv much more about the capabilities and limitations of
the neu, power. But from the day of Hiroshima on we could
not afford to wait. Frorn that day on we had to try our
utmost to see what atomic energy could mean. And in the
armed forces, as in all the other activities of life, our minds
must be opened wide to the great actual fact, and to the
further probable and possible developments to come frorn
that fact.

Our armed forces in World War II were able to take

some seemingly huge jumps foru,ard in military thought
and action. But the war ends u,ith a leap of such vast
length that it will take the full resources of our minds to
gather ourselves and follon those men of science who first
made the leap.

We must, all of us, try to make that mental leap, try to
face the great fact. The so]dier must say to himself : "The
fact changes the whole rvorld. I shall undoubtedly have

INEANTRY Jt}UNNAL

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Ma;on GrNrnar EowrN Il. HanorNc
Bucaorrn GrNrn,tr RoBERT N. Youxc
CoroNgr I-pIr,rurr BoLLES, lnlantrl
Cor-oNrr Hannv C. Runr, InJantrl
CoroNrr Gtrsrnr E. Pamnn, Inlanlrl
CoroNu Cuanrrs W. McCanmv, lnlantrl
CoroNrr SNoworN A. FanNnsrocx, lnlantry
Coroxrr CrrrroN A. PRrrcunrr, lnfantrl
IrrurnNaNt CoroNnr Jor SranNrs, Infantrl'
Ma;on Rarpu N. Nvr., Inlantry
Marron SrrpsnN B. MonntssEv, Jx., Intanul

* **** * ***"* **** * **

Report of Chonges

Old and neu, friends of The INraNrnv JounNer, espe-

cially those who have visited the editorial offices and learned
to knorv him u,ell, rvill be interested to learn that Lieutenant
Colonel John R. Ulmer has left the staff and is presently on

duty as assistant to Brigadier General Paul \A/. Thorrpson,
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-..-nv drastic changes in mv orvn militarv rvorld.

-i into that rvorld bv trving to see now. nhat
- :c changes mav be. the better to understand
.,ce'pt them and contribute further torvard thern
]e.
:he main thought for all of us, as \ve go on u,irh

. -.,: and lengthv militarv job of helping to settle
. -1orrn, helping to conrrol the enemy counrries.
r tl-rc race to find the neu,po\\rer. And u,e knou,
!'\ er\. soldier rvho fought and every fighter ."r,ho

- ihat race-that there \vas no lr,av of being certain
.rrcm\r u,hose scientific ability lr,as of a high order
- ,rning speedilv closer ro the same destructir,e
::. e\ref! man and \\'Oman in unifOrm r,rras in that

. r\ eI! man and \\rorlan 1,ho u,as helping back at- . know nor,r, rvhat our u,inning of that desperate
,:rean for all mankind. The fact that u,e lr,on it
' :rL-ater meaning to everY sacrifice made, everv

-1,rne, in the lr,hole long rvar.
: \\.ofl the race, and rnith a great leap at the end.
..: begins a ne\\' trial so lull of rreaning for the

. :he u,orld, the nation, and the armed forces that

- i of mind and spirit of \l1orld War II is needed
ri,r the future.

ug-r_""{ to proclaim August 1 as Army Air Forces Day and
called on the Governors of the several States to issue procla-
mations calling for the observance of the dav.

"Other branches of the armed services nor,r, feel a day
should be set aside for each of them. Thus there should cerl
tainlv be an Infantry Day to give recognition to the fact
that, although the Army Air Forces did a magnificent job
in destroying strategic targets in industrial Germany, it ivas
the foot soldier who had to land on the coasr of Normandv
and fight for nearly a rnhole vear to bring about the uncon-
ditional surrender of Germanv.

"Liker,r,ise, there should be a Tank Corps Dav .,,
Infantry Day was celebrared on June 15, 1944, and again

in 1945. The day was picked by the U. S. Infantry Associ-
ation. It was on June 15, 1775 that General George Wash-
ington took command of the Continental Armies, lvhich
were composed almost enrirely of Infanrrv.

The U. S. Infantry Association and The INraNrny
JounNer most assuredly believe, with Infantrymen everv-
rvhere, that an Air Forces Day is also most appropriate for
celebration, and that similar r,r,avs of hono.ing the other
branches of the Armed Services are equally so.

Honor from the American people to the fighting men the
nation has sent out to u,ar is alu,avs appropriate.

r'1/

:,y Digesl
rr-rrrRy JounNar, u,ith the Field Artillert low--
: lttillery Jowrnal, and Catalry Jowrnal, n'ill issue

-; u'ith October a monrhly military digest to be
.- Tlte Arrued Forces Digest u,hich u,ill be dis-
. .l11 units of the Army bv the Army Library Serv-
. Special Services Division, Army Service Forces.
- ,,ted Forces Digest will be issued on a non-profit
: " i1l not be distribured otherw,ise than through the
:li.rqazine kits of rhe Library Service" It u,ill con-

-::J materials from all the magazines issued bv and
-.:my u.hich are not in a classified status. It will
, n selections frorn other magazines and nervs-

- .:,r-rqhout the United States and overseas which
: Friitte for such a digest, and its coverage r,vill

:'-:erial of interest to the Armv about the Navv
"'l:r'ines as u'ell as the air and ground units of the

,- i rls,, be said thar rhe conrents of The Arrued.
:-:']i.lre not to be technicrrl in nature but u,ill be

- :he brtsis of general reader interest for the entire

-. .::r:rv T,rurnl.rl is proud to have a part in The: ".-.r Di.3est.

ft{

bir'; * !e We Ought lo Hove on lnfontry Doy
. :tni Truman certainh- started something," rvrites

:':'rtrnce -\\-eshinqron 
Strzr. Tulv 25), ir,hen he

!;;-:uBER. 1945

Ihe Honor Roll
On the Honor Roll this month nineteen units complete

another year as one hundred per cent subscribers, and
move up under new srars. At the top of the list is the 130th
Infantry which claims its tenth star. The 38th Infantrv and .,i:
l50th Infantry moye up under eight stars while the 57th
Infantry (PS) joins the seven-star ranks. Promoted ro the
four:star group are the 58th Infanrry Training Battalion,
1st N4issouri Infantry (RMF) and the l34th Infantry. Five
units advance to three stars: the ZTth Infantrv Tiaininq
Battalion, lst Battalion, 47th Infanfy, l5+t( Irrfurrt.y]
378th Infantrv and 903d Air Base Security Battalion.
Claiming their second stars this month are the following
five unirs: 5th Infantrv Division, 738th Tank Battalionl
790th Military Police Battalion, 983d Air Base Securitl,
Battalion and Headquarters, Roswell Internment Carnp.
To complete the promotion list rr,r,o units-rhe I03d Ir.fan-
trv Division and the zlO9th Infantry-this month mclve up
under their first stars.

PICTURE CREDITS
Infantrv Journal: 2l; Signal Corps: 26,27, +7, ;3
U. S. Nlarine Coqps: ll. 13, 15, 16. l7r LI. S
Nar.y: 3.+, 35.

Itt
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k*********
26th lnfantry
20lst Infantry
3.1th Infantry
3d Infantry
l30th Infantry

*********
35rh Infantry
l24th Infantry
I lth Infantry
22d Infantry
lOth Infantry
15lst Infantry
2d Infantry
30th Infantry

********
33d lnfantry
iB2d Infantry
7th Infantry
l32d Infantry
l4th Infantry
29th Infantry
I65th Infantry
I3lst Infantry
I50th Infantry
38th Infantry

*******
l2th Infantry
I45th Infantry
4th Infantry
9th Infantry
25th Infantry
l29th Infantry
57th Infantry (PS)

******
28th Infantry
I35th Infantry
3lst Infantry
Ist Infantry
27th Infantry
I68th Infantry
I40th Infantry
General Service School

Philippine Army
I63d Infantry

****
l49th Infantry
l3th Infantry
367th Infantry
I l2th Infantry

**
3d Bn., 3B2d Infantry
507th Parachute Infantry
3d Bn., 3l lth Infantry
39lst lnfantry
60th Infantry
389th Infantry
Hq., Texas State Guard
795th M.P. Battalion
385th Infantry
302d Infantry
406th Infantry
309th Infantry
llTth Infantry
376th Infantry
30lst Infantry
ll4th Infantry
926th Air Base Security Bn.
36th Bn., Texas State Guard
397th Infantry
337th Infantry
508th Parachute lnfanny
37th Infantry
370th Infantry
3d Bn., l67th Infantry
IRTC, Camp Wheeler, Ga.

4lOth Infantry
4l7th Infantry
Hq., First Service Command

Tactical School
l03d Infantry
325th Glider Infantrl'
355th Infantry
390th lnfantry
4llth Infantry
2d Bn.,3llth Infantl'
l20th Infantry
ll9th Infantry
306th I\,Iedical Bn.
9400th TSU, STC

$
lst Bn., lst Regt., llawaii

Rifles
49th Bn., Texas State Guard
l74th Infantry
56th Armored Infantry Bn.
2d Bn.,27Ist Infantry
3d Bn., 27lst Infantry
l09th Infantry
324th Infantry
393d Infantry
423d Infantry
5th Bn., l lth lnf., NJSG
790th N{P Battalion
738th Tank Battalion
9B3d Air Base Security Bn.
Headquarters, Ros'"vell In-

ternrnent Camp

*
5th Infantry
5 I 5th Parachute Infantry
I2th Infantry, NYG
lBB0th Engr. Aviation Bn.
3d Bn., 306th Infantry
2d Regt., Hawaii Rifles
5lst Armored Infantry Bn.
lst Bn., l52d Infantry
lst Bn., 259th Infantry
3d Bn., l02d Infantry
37th Infantry Training Bn.
66lst Tank Destroyer Bn.
54th Armored Infantry Bn.
74th Regiment, NYG
lBth Infantry
Nome Unit, Alaska Ter. Gd.
92d Infantry Training Bn.
6lst Infantry Training Bn.
726th MP Battalion
Special Troops, 103d Div.
62d Armored Infantry Bn.
l43d Infantry
l48th Infantry (Rifle)
409th Infantry

t/f
3d Bn., 347th Infantry
l35th Field Artillery Bn.
33lst Infantry
l25th Infantry
Hq. 2d Infantry Brigade,

Tennessee State Guard
3d Bn., l47th Infantry
3l7th Infantry

{

11 is chiefly through the support of the loyal 100/p member units that the Infantry Asso-
ciation is able to maintain the high standards of The INFANTRY JOURNAL as a maga-
zine for fighting men. Each star represents one completed year of all-out membership in
the Association by every Infantry officer and unit within the organizations listed belo'w.

DlvtstoNs
***Blst Infantry Division bt98th Infantry Division

**94th Infantry Division **5th Infantry Division
**2d Infantry Division *30th Infantry Division

*103d Infantrv Division

36th Infantry Training Bn.
60th Infantry Training Bn.
79th Infantry Training Bn.
6th Armored Infantry Bn.
3d Bn., l56th Infantry
B0th Infantry Training Bn.
58th Infantry Training Bn.
I34th Infantry
lst Missouri Infantry (RMF)

***
39th Infantry
I I lth Infantry
Bth Infantry
Tlst Infantry
756th Tank Bn.
35th Infantry Training Bn.
366th Infantry
BBth Glider Infantry
l37th Infantry
l6th Infantry Training Regi

ment (76th, 77th, 79th,
and 79th Battalions)

I6th Infantry
B3d Infantry Training Bn.
23d Infantry
2d Bn., l56th Infantry
IRTC, Camp Roberts, Calif.
28th Infantry Training Bn.
2d Bn., Texas State Guard
503d Parachute Infantry
359th Infantry
l76th Infantry
32lst Infantry
323d Infantry
322dlnfantry
903d Air Base Security Bn.
27th Infantry Training Bn.
378th Infantry
354th Infantry
lst Bn., 47th Infantry

CZ
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lribvte
.-e Editors of The INraxrny JounNar:

-,},:,ry me to pay tribute to the United Smtes Infannv. tr,: ,rn English repatriated POW, liberated by the 76rh'Di
.:: :I of General Pltton's Third Army; and bov what an outfitl

---.:g in captivity over four years, I'had .,e,"i previously had-, pleasure of meeting an American soldier ,r,lil th.v i.o*"
:r qot me." Kindness was restored to me after an absence of

r rr \ears by tfrosg- GIs whom I immediately recognized as

-:rrn determined fellows with fighting ability second'to ,,orr".
I have never before in^my life witnJssed such organization as,..r. displayed by those felior,r's on "raking the tor.in over.,, In_

-rde twenty-four hours of the rown's caf,itulation (after fire
rours' shelling) the local cinema wa, oplned and one of the
.rrest movies shou'n, added comfort being provided by a troop
'1. \.mcrican Red Cross girls. complet" *]th coffee. d6rghnutl
rnd apparatus which enibled ,r ,ll to hear some of th"e best
;ramophone records. I shall never forget how, upon hearing
:he voice of Frank Sinatra, jeep driverJpassing by the cire-I
on patrol were "swooning in thiir seats" much io the consterna-
iion of the bewildered German ci'ilians nho stood lr,ith their
mouths open"

Yes sir, those Infantrv boys knou, their stuff. I had interesting
talks rn,ith some of them and u,as fortunate enough to secure'a
.,,pv of The lxraurnv Jounxer.

CurvNrn S. SrrpHsNsoN.
Edgu'are, N{iddlesex. Englancl.

t//
Battalion Surgeon

To the Editors of The lNraNrny Jounxer:
This letter is for your column. I hope I do not appear- or,.erlr,

eritical of Captain Amos Cahan a.rd his corrclusioni regarclinq
battalion medical seryice as expounded in "Battalion Sirg"or,-
Infantry," in the May 1945 number. His conclusio.r. aie in
:ra-n)' cases diametrically opposed to mine, and I realize they' :.- L.q12135q of different experience.

:: ,.r:i :he only time the medical section can jump

- - 'r.1.' iime the medica'i section, or'" 1..q" part o[
.. ,,rld include the surgeon), should not".luiip ifr

, - :.:::n. i_i ',r.hen a unit no-larger than a platoon h'as a.,
: : '.'e : ive hundred t.ards f&ward of tLe aid station.
:-:->; :1,_r ri:) do so rrould leave wounded men unat-. r:. :he :,,'.',;r hours or so that the aid station and litter. -: :: ,'.inq uO.
::.., ::trle_rrriS seem to believe that they are guilty of

-.1,=.:: ii :he jr aid stations don't resembie 
"r, 

olp.r.iirrg
:;i-: r,i3ER 1945

room of Walter Reed Flospital. The prime consideration is
prompt evacuation, and the only function of an aid station is to
prepare the w-ounde.d for evacuation. Of course, Bastogne was
an exception, but if battalion slrrgeons there were forceJ to give
definite treatment thev were ru"nning improvised hospitafi, a
special situation.

An aid man deserves more attention. He should give the
morphine u"4 h" should be capable of administering piasma in
severe shock before the litter team arrives. His job iialso to en-
courage massaging of feet in trench-foot weathei and powdering
feet in athlete's-foot weather. He should be an important -a., ii
the-platoon, but Captain Cahan neglects him.

You should have more articles lite this. The information
given out fills a large gapleft bv all field rnanuals. The differ
ences i_n opinion which u,ill result are largely differences irr
types of unit and in types of experience.

Cepr. B. H. SurrrveN, N{C.,
5l7th Prcht Inf.

lff

Rofions
To the Editors of The INpeurny JounNer

Just read the article "Chow Talk" in the April issue. your
comments har,e..prompted me, finally, to r,r,rite the things I have
wanted to say for 3l9r,g time. Firsi, I u,ill agree with"the pri-
vate's letter quoted. As a battery commandei I have observed
that my men will not drink the iynthetic juice powders, which
is a great pitv because of the ascorbic acid [vitamin C] content.
Personally, I_can't drink it u,hen my stomach is very empty be-
cause it will cause indigestion and cramping. I 'found'that

man-v of my m:l had the same reaction. Quiie often, during
combat, rve r,r,ouldn't have sufficient water to dilute the envelopE
of powderproperly, I n onder if the acidity of this drink couldi,t
be reduced and perhaps thereby make it more tolerablei

The whole-wheat biscuits in both Ks and Ten-in-Ones are
about as palatable as dog biscuits. A man in combat will ,,burn

otlt" on these things very quickly. Under fighting conditions
the-appetite is none too good anyway. Many times I'd have
gladly gir,.en ten bucks for the equivalent in good old salted
crackers. The dextrose tablets are itrictly 

" 
*u.liort. I've never

y-et run_across any man who got hungry enough to eat those
things. I've been in combat from the Normandy Beachhead to
the Enish here in Germanv and I'll promise you the whole
route is paved vuith cast,off lemon powder, dextiose tablets and
whole-wheat biscuits.

The Ten-in-Ones aren'r bad. A little time for preparation and
a 

-group 
of men can fix a satisfying and palatible meal. The

addition of such delicacies as the pork and applesauce. date,
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plum and fig puddirigs, spaghetti and meatballs, and salted
peanuts were a highly welcomed change.

I don't know how the researchers iheck their menus, but I
think the only practi-cable way would be on a group of men
who are worked hard, go through ner\rous straii, do without
sleep, and lir,e in the field for a Couple of weeks. If these men
under these conditions can eat a teit menu, like it, and find it
agreeable. then rhat menu is OK for the fighting men.

Capr. Wrruarr P. Nlonnrs,
174th FA Bn.

/fr
Ihe Chinese Doughboy

To the Editors of The INreNrny JounNar:
I am not usually one of the ardents who lvrite the Editor on

every occasiof, nor do I believe in tilting lances against those
of higher rank. But the article bv Colonel Bellah irithe N{arch
l g44lounNal causes.me to hollei for recognition of the Chinese
infantryman of the line.

Colonel Bellah's encomiums of the New First Army (the
Chinese army is equal to our corps, and is usually designated as
u'e designate corps) are deserved. The three'divisi-ons that
comprise the corps are good divisions-they should be. The
38th, commanded by Sun-Li-jen, a graduate of our own VMI,
is the famous division thar covered the retreat of the battered
British XIV Corps out of Burma; the division that detached one
regiment to break the- Jap encirclement of XIV Corps N
of Yenanyaung; and it has the best and latest arms. The fOtfr
Division is good. Its commander is no novice, The 22d Divi
sion is good; its commander is a graduate of St. C1,r. And
these*outfits are fully armed and equipped. The work done at
the Ramgarh Training Center is good. But how about the
Chinese soldiers of the line, the rigged, starved Doughboys
fighting the good fight on the east of-fie Hump?

Before I ll,as er,acuated to the States I wai a staff officer
u,ith Y Force. The troops 

-we had u,ere good infantry. They
could march, they could dig, and after ihe standards of th!
continental armies, they corrld 16oor. These, I learned in
some t\^,o years of fighting Tojo, are the three essentials of the
infantry soldier. 

- 
But they were nor glamorous. Nobody in the

States seems to have heard of them, nor of their comiades in
arms, Z Force.

I realize that the New First Army is something new, in the
rvorld. So, for that matter, is the cieation of a eEF-ro ,r"-
that few of us who have lived out in China all our lives ever
really expected to hear of it; and to this day when we mention
it u,e pinch ourselves. The creation of a 

'Chinese 
Army that

can fight-sounds good. The only trouble with that piciure is
that the Chinesc Armr- a)wa1"s .ould fight.

The morale of all tut a ?ew units "of the Chinese Army I
have knovi,n is high. It is Doughboy morale, and lao ping
(the Chinese equivalent of our "dogface") can fight. The
Japanese learned that ar Shanghai, Tiierchwang ani a thou-
sand other places. I disagree with Colonel Bellah's thought
that there was a need to instill rhe offensive in lao ping. Il. is
something he has alrvays had. The reason for the piesent suc-
cess of the New First Army is that for the first time in the his-
tory of the Sino-Japanese war lao ping has had the tools with
u,hich he could do the job.
I can-rccall the long years in which the Chinese Army held

off the Nips, and even managed to have a fer,v local .rr.."rr.,
from time to time. But there ii a limit to rvhat the unsupported
Dough can do. The Gissimo rifle and the bavonet *".. ,ro
match for artillery and tanks. Not that lao ying is too worried
about tanks-he knou,s that the armored force is no match for
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Doughs, if the Dough lvill concentrate on the oncoming in-
f-antryi which lao -ping does. But the artillery-the.e you h"r,e
the whole stor1,. There is nothing more territle to the Dough-
bov than the hail of artillery that keeps him in his foxhole and
lets the enemy advance. The Chinese Dough learned this the
hard way. He learned it on the field of baitle. He died that
the lesson of the infantillerv team might be fully understood
b1,-the world. And on the other side of the Hump he is still
sadlv r",ithout artillery.

There is no virtue in prizing the offensive spirit merelv for
itself. So great a leader as Genghis Khan said ihat more vears
ago than I can count at the moment. The offensive spirit-plus
the correct arms is the answer. The generals to whom China
has entrusted her defense are a\^rare of this; as are the officers
of the U. S. mission. There is, of course, the necessary mis-
sion n ork to be done in training the Chinese Dough in the
use of the new,weapons-and that is being done; in teaching
him and his officers the new methods of iommunication and
the ideas pf staff work-and that is being done.

The Chinese Army has irs usual quota of officers and like our
orvn they vary in their abilitv. . . The ability to take instruc-
tion is one thing that lao ping has above all else. That such
instruction has, of necessity, to be couched in simpler terms
than we employed at Benning, Sill and Leave.rworth is some-
thing that is d,-e to the difficulties of the Chinese language.
It- is not,, as so frequentlv is said, due to the stupiditv of tle
Chinese lao ping.

_ N{v good friend, Liu Lien-chang (Company Commancler
Liu, in the Chinese Armv way of addressing officers) is a case
in point. J me1 Captain Liu on a problem. It was a simple
problem. N{arch through jungle terrain with contact imminent.
The sort of thing that the American Dough does every dav in
training. Liu's unit was an infantry rife company. Me-I'r,r,as
the guy 

-sent 
there to see that all was done-according to the

book. I found that Liu couldn't read the excellent ore-quarter
inch map that he had-because it u,as printed in Engiish, a
minor point that someone had overlooked; but he could read
the photo I happened ro har,e. He could read it so much better
than I could that I was ashamed and promptly became much
more studious. The problem poinred out to me the fact that
lao ping could march-at the a\.erage pace of five miles per
hour; could find his war. in srrange -untry; could set out
point and fank as well as the best Benning graduate that
ever lir,ed. Since the enem\r \vas represented (by another rife
company) I soon found that Liu's outfit could do those things
that needed to be done as fast and as u,ell as anv other outnt
of Doughs in the world. And they could dig!

Liu had been fighting Japs for ru,eh,e years. He had started
as a high private in the ranks of N4arshal Chang Hsueh-liang's
army in the days when the Young Nlarshal was having himself
kicked out of N{anchuria. For tu,elve years Liu hld been
retreating and yet his offensive spirit vuas unimpaired. When
it came to maneuvers which do show the spirit of troops. Liu
was on top of the situation at all times. I had then just come
to the land of my birth from fighting Tojo in the South Pacific.
I found that Liu u,as a good ofliier, a good companv com-
mander. He taught me as much as I hope I taught him. I
har,en't seen him since he and his or-rtfit swung off t-o join their
division.

Perhaps the thing I resented most of all in Colonel Bellah's
article rvas something of the tone of the instructor who comes
to China to teach the dumb Chinks. It is a tone that isn't good
for the troops. I vuould like to read a series of articles in The
JounNer on the Chinese Armr,. I l,r,ould be only too glad to
contribute what I know to the author for such a., artici'e. For
I believe if the Infantrv officer of this army knew ,rn hat his
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Spposite. number in the Chinese Army has had to undergo,
he n'ould feel closer and he vyould be better able to sta;d
alongside lao lting in the great battle that will sooner or later
u'ipe the Jap from the face of the earth.

But such articles must stress that the Chinese Dough is a
full-fedged member of the proudesr fraternity o., earfh-th"
Infantn,. He has carried the honor of China on his bayonets
for ser.en long years, and though he has had to retreit, yet
in his retreats he has always carried a sting in his tail. He
has suffered terribly, the Chinese have no deient medical serv-
ice as yet; he has starved; he has marched; he has known, as
his gtey clad prototypes in this country knew, the terrible
thought that there was no help; that there were no replace-
ments. But he has fought. In a hundred small acrioni, too
insignificant to be included in any communiqu6, he has met
the Jap, and he has defeated him. Remember Changteh? The
Jap never really took that to\,1rn, though he tried awfully hard.
As the relief marched in, three tattered rifemen-the survivors
of the 57th Division-met them. Honors? The Chinese Dough
is hear,y with them.

As you may have gathered from this letter, I like the Chinese.
Even after spending more than twenty years with them, in
fact, I like them more now than ever I did before. You see,
I"r'e fought alongside them' 

caer,lrN,
Infantrv.

I will admit that tanks lvould be much better than what we
have now for some work, bur normally the N17 is far superior.
I will admit that it would be nice to have one platoon 6f nA+
assault guns (l05mm. howirzers) and two platoons of M7s.

The l6lst Infantry attacked the rown of San NIanuel, Luzon,

f. I.,3nd had a company of M4s attached. In the initial phase.
the M7s were in reserve while the M4s lost two or three of
their tanks. When the assault started, by some queer turn of
fate, the tanks remained in reserve and the six NITs supported
the attacking rifemen by following them at 15 vards. We ran
into a network of Japanese pillboxes, dug-in tanks and em-
placements, and in a period of twenty-four hours, Cannon
Company destroyed twenty enemy tanks and several field pieces.
We lost two M7s. For our action here, the company was
awarded battle hon<lrs.

However, from here we moved into the hills. We fired several
thousand rounds of direct fire on enemy positions from hills
the manual says an M7 won't climb. When there were no
direct-fire targets available, we set up indirect fire positions
and were not tied in with any artillery battalion. We did all
the firing ourselves using our own forward observers.

So we are amateur artillerymen. Let me go down for record
and say that our battery will fire as fast and as accurately as al-
most any of the Field Artillery batteries around. Any time a
Doughboy isn't as smart as anyone else, I'11 eat my helmet liner,
complete with headband, Ml.

Mind you, I understand that the artillery can fire enough
to give our troops support and that they probably have good
reason for not being able to fire missions like these. I respect the
artillery for the wonderful work they have done, especially
the 89th Field Artillerv Battalion, part of Regimental Combat
Team 161!

Summing it all up, there is no perfect solution to one
type of \,veapon, but four M7s and two N{4s might be better than
six M7s. The M4s should have 105s as the 105 packs a much
bigger punch than the 75.

There was one instance where two N{7s fired 2,100 rounds of
105 into a strongpoint that held up our troops for fourteen con-
secutive days. The artillerv battalion commander observed
this fire and highly complimented us on its work.

This cannon companv is not unique in its type of r,vork, as

almost all cannon companies have had the same type of train-
ing and the Doughboy in his "amateur" wav can learn as fast
as the artillen,.

InvrNc J. Frrortax,
Cannon Co. I6lst Inf.

f/f

"Ballle Focls" Bulletin
To the Editors of The lNreNrny JounNer.:

"Battle Facts" are excellent for soldiers in training to read
and know but how many soldiers have a chance to read them?
A large percentage of the men want to know more about their
enemy and the way he fights.

On one side of our eompany orderly room I placed a large
bulletin board about eight feet long and five feet high. On
this bulletin board u,ere placed articles, pictures and items from
The INraNrRy JouRNAL, Intel.ligence Bulletins and Combat
Lessons. The items were glued to cardboard and on top of the
display were the large letters "Battle Facts."

The board has been read b1, practically every man in the com-
pany and these men have been in the Army a little less than
three weeks. During breaks I have seen as many as ten men
standing around reading the board.

The idea I want to convey is this. If the average soldier wants
to know "Battle Facts" why not give them to him? Platoon dis-
cussions have been given and the men enjoy them as well as

learning a few tips that may save their lives in combat.
Additions are made when the ner,v magazines come out and

bv placing them on cardboard thev can be changed around
each month.

Luur. JonN D. SrneNsry.
85th Inf. Tng. Bn.

///' 
"Why Nof lonks?"

To the Editors of The INraxrny JounNer,:
This morning I receir.ed mv March issue of the JounNar,

and commenced readins it r'r,ith mv usual interest. Then I read
the article '\Mhy Not Tanks?" u,ritten by Lieutenant Colonels
Nloore and Bernard. I can't say that I agree l,l,ith them whole-
heartedly and wish to make a few comments on the same sub-
iect. The company I am in, Cannon Company, l6lst Infantry,
is in its l25th straight day of combat in the Philippines and we
are still going strong.

SEPTEMBER, I945

{/f

Who Won The Wor?
To the Editors of The INrexrnv JounNar.:

I've been reading and enjoying The InreNrnv JounNar but
I don't go for all this propaganda about the dangers and poor
living conditions that our Infantrymen undergo. You've been
haqping on that subject since the war began, and it's getting
stale. We all know and appreciate their hardships. Now vou
say you want to make a bazookaman as romantic a character as

a fighter pilot. The public and, yes, the services aren't as ro-
mantically inclined as when the war began" We all know our
branch and our job isn't glamorous. It's all dirty work rvhether
it's in the air or on the ground.

Then you talk about air support. Yes, there was air support
and plenty of it for troops in Germany. But air power is an

offensive weapon as much as the Infantry. Heaw bombers are
on the attack more as a war effort support arm than ground sup-
port. The war in the air reached tremendous heights in battles
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at times. Airmen were over I.lannover, Bielfeld, Frankfurt and
Leipzig before many Infantrymen ever knew there were such
cities. In the first phase of the air war, fyers had less than a

fifty-fifty chance of completing a tour, which consists of 175-
245 hours of actual total combat. Infantrymen had better odds
than that on the Normandy Beachhead.

Marshal von Rundstedt claimed that a great part of the suc-
cess of the Continental invasion was directly due to air power.
We wrecked his roads, bombed his railroad yards and pinned
him down from the air. He also stated that the four decisive
factors of the war were aircraft, oil, production and trans-
portation. We knocked that oil out, harassed their production,
and halted their transportation, all at no small cost to us. Those
hundreds of vehicles our ground t'roops saw on the sides of the
Autobalcnen couldn't move for lack of oil and due to fighter
activity. Big German cities didn't put up as tough a battle as

the Russians did for towns. Those German people were de-
moralized from living in shelters for days. They wanted relief
from bombardment. The Infantry should give a hand to air
power, but we saved Infantry lives by the thousands in the
ETO. The Russians backed up that statement when they took
Berlin. Our ground commanders have backed it up.

Infantrymen deserve combat pay but not more than airmen.
Twenty-two thousand men were casualties in training alone,
and we can't yell "Medic" when we're hit or hit the dirt when
we're going against antiaircraft fire or fighters. No matter how
thick the fire gets we've got to literally stand up and move
forward. There are plenty of discomforts in high altitude com-
bat, but they are over in six or seven hours. We appreciate the
Infantry, so how about The Jounxar, giving the Air Forces a pat
on the back for once!

Ex-INr,eNrs.y LrsurrNeNr,
Bombardment Group.

) As far as The INreNtny JounNal is concemed this letter
opens and closes the debate on who won the war in Europe.
Furthermore, Ex-Infantry Lieutenant loses the debate. In-
fantry no more won the war than did his own Air Forces,
Several million Americans, Britons, Russians, Frenchmen,
and other nationalities, trained in we don't know how many
specialties, won the war. Despite the fact that it is the maga-
zine of the Infantry, The lNreNrav Jounxel has published
far more articles on the uses of air power than all the aviation
magazines cornbined have ever published on ground fighting.
We also think that Air and Ground Forces alike will read
the following figures and give honor and credit where honor
and credit are due: Air Forces casualties in the European
Theater of Operations-9.36 per cent; Infantrv casualties-
75 per cent.

Infantry represents some 30 per cent of all troops in the
Army; Air Forces, perhaps a little higher proportion.

/1/
Corps ls On fhe Job

To the Editors of The INreNrny JounNar,:
The statement in the June INreNrnv Jounxal of "Captain,

3d Division, USMC," that 'oanything above division is usuallv
left to the Army" has not been true in this war.

To date the Captain's own 3d N4arine Division has fought
in three campaigns, Bougainville, Guam and Iwo Jima, and
in each case the corps command was Marine. (In the first
named campaign the I N4AC was later relieved by the Army
XIV Corps). The corps command on Saipan and Tinian, in-
cluding two Marine and one Army divisions, was Marine
Corps. Not only the corps command on Guam, Saipan, Tinian,
Iwo Jima rnas Marine, but so u,as the highest echelon of
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ground command, equivalent to an Army. On Okinawa the two
Marine divisions, lst and 6th, are commanded by the III Ma-
rine Amphibious Corps, a part of the Tenth Army. I under-
stand the Corps command on Peleliu (one N4arine and one
Army division), was also Marine. During the Guadalcanal cam-

paign, before the Army XIV Colps took over in December.
1942, the CG lst Marine Division commanded not onlv the
lst Marine Division (Reinforcements), but also two reiniorced
regiments of the 2d Marine Division and the Army Americal
Division.

Me;on Henolo J. Nonlr,
University of Oregon.

//f
Front-Wheel Drive

To the Editors of The INpaNrnv Jounxer-:
No, I don't exactly have a gripe, for how could a guy who

has a cot or the cab of a truck to sleep in have a worry in the
world; and I haven't got any good fighting material to offer. But
I have a suggestion for the Infantry truck drivers-learn to use
rhat front-wlteel d.rive on those 6-by-6s, and learn when n ot to
use it.

During the past few months I have rvitnessed several hundred
LSTs and LCTs being unloaded on the beaches, and I can
safely say that at least half of those driven by Infantry drir,ers
leave the ship with the front-wheel drive disengaged. Almost
rn,ithout exception this will bog a truck in the sand and then
it's a job for the bulldozer. It's easy to make the sand when all
rvheels are pushing. But when you have bogged down it's too
late.

It wouldn't be a big job for an officer to check each truck
aboard the ship before hitting the beach, but when they start
off, it's too late to check. Be kind to those 6-by's-they can be a

very good friend at times.
Cap:rerN Ennrr L. Bam,ovr..
Hq, l90th QM Bn.

f//
Trust ln God

To the Editors of The IuraNrny JounNar.:
I am a member of the 26th Infantry Division and have been

throughout its entire campaign here in Europe. As a rifeman
I have had many close calls and have received the Purple Heart
twice for minor wounds.

The INraNrRy JouRNAL has always been one of my favorite
magazines. Since I am an infantryman your articles covering the
Infantry hold my attention, and as a infantryman I'd like to
compliment you for a job well done.

Your coverings of the infantryman's feelings are quite ac-
curate but I feel that you leave out, in too many cases, one
of the most important assets to the soldier in the foxhole. This
is his thoughts toward God and the feeling of comfort which
you get, even though you are in a seemingly impossible po-
sition, in knowing that God can pull you through if it be His
will. Indeed I am thoroughly convinced that he who trusts
in God is a better soldier since many unpleasant burdens are
lifted from his brain leaving the soldier calm, collected, and in
a better condition for making correct decisions.

In seven months of combat I feel that my greatest gain was
a constantly growing trust in God. It is my belief that all men
should be reminded of God more often. Thev should be told
time and again that there is always our God #atching over us
and that to trust in Him brings piece of mind.

S7Scr. Fnso R. Kenns,
Co A, lOlst Inf.
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': 'rlerate cocktail-hour tacticians stand to receivr as much as g10.00 for their contributions:-:rs-department. However, lhe p_rice for those *aattrea-od' wiitr scant consideration i.i-ir,"" 's. .o! co.mpgsition and rhet6ric will continue to hover ;;r"d il 
"-$s.00 

minimurr--beiuriuiio""" :-d be held to four or five hundred words and shoula be iub;ir;e"d-e;iii:.pi""a]'tfr"i'ri.nr:=.acknowledged or returned. [f accepted, -you will hu;" f.;- thJ paymaster in due course.' " :::ies as to the fate of those not published u'iihin six .""it 
" "ti"rt,i'b;;"da;.;"d ;;;t; jir"i;..

il"'- 'e Ammunition
.:i rhat rhere are enough softballs in the ETO for
-. ,l sis per companl, oi unit of similar size in the

. Iiso heard that various characters are roamins
-.nds threateJring to turn out the greatest footbufl

.... rimes and drumming up all s-orts of military
hieh rrill give anywhlre from tr,r.r.r ro r\.enty-

. chance to exercise simultaneously and some
-, , ehance to watch them.

,,- right for them that likes it.
....e an afternoon off 1o go to a ball game and I
,... ,,ff tu,o hours a 1ryeek to listen to sorie character

rbout the u,eek's events. But officially I can,t
-. rre a ferv rounds of ammo just to keep mv hand

- -]'< to shoot.
. .'. -ne know-of one good reason why servicemen

- L pe rrnitted-not tJsay encourug"d-ro org;;l;
- .: I knorv more than a few who aie a hell oT a lot
. ::re d in the idea than in the number of pins-pong
:: ro an Infantry division. And if a failing *""irof
-:rcl pasr all recovery the U" S. has *u.ri,fo.trr"i

- . :rrmunition in the proportion of ten or fifteen
: unds to every er"*y soldier. Even if ammuni-
.n irein of issue by the Special Service'Officer,

-.; be some ser-up by which-a soldier could set it_
r r himself if necessary-and indulge in f little
- marksmanship. Even'if no orher ficilities were

'.., c could set up a- thousand-inch range in some
.i;r'S backyard and arrange shooting ilatches on
,.:. that softball schedulEs are ser up now.
ulrl not only give us soldiers a chance to polish
,I tlic fine points of our trade but it could be

: , coler a lot of healthy instruction. I,d like to
- : fie LNIG ml,self-I haven'r fired it since the
-,',..uhen I u,as in the Cavalry (gas-operated) and

- r:h ser-eral million orher soidi;s, aie achirrg to
,. .ar some long-range lvork rvith the scope-morit"d

. . nen' \ll rviih scope.

\Iasrsn SrncraNr SnanpsHoorrn,
I 06th Infantry Division.

/t/

ons company I finally \vent overseas. I r,vas cr.ammed fuil
of fNa n 55 Just wait till mv squad hit those Krauts-
rve'd make 'em r,r,ish that the heav1, .30 had never been in-
ventedl Yes, sir, six good men and a squad leader vvho
knew the bookl

Months have passed. We have met the Krauts and beaten
them. The eager squad leader is now platoon leader and it
is time for him ro srop and take stock. ATter puting ro actual
use what he had leained, r,r,hat does he think of ithe 

book,,
now?

Were the machine guns hand)ed properly?
Were the T /O&E adequate)
After a f"rv irt" euerrings, some asLing around, and much

thought he has decided tf,at:
) 1) The book is sound. Almost always the field manual,

if adapted to the terrain and situatio.,, offered the best sol
lution. True, much of the technical data (such as indirect
firing) never was tested by my particular unir because rhe
opportunity never presented itself, but reports he has seen
assure him that good results were obtained by other outfits.
Our troubles were in applf ing the teachings, not the theorv!

)2) The machine guns i;-mosr cases"were handled ii-
correctly. Their primaiy_missiol is the close support of the
attacking rife troops. When they go along wiih the rife-
men or follor,r' 15 to 25 yards behind theil rhev can sive
very close support, but even a recruit can see t(is fa]fi.r.
Should the rifemen be pinned dorvn how can the heavies
help_them when they tob u.e pinned down? This mistake
usually occurred when \ve u,,erd attached to a rife company,
because most rifle company commanders do not kno# hoi,r,
to use our guns. Horv many times have HW men tried
to,e-xpJain and reason the pro'blem out with them only to be
told that, since our platobns were attached to them, the
Sgns rvould be used as they sar,v fitl The result is that the
rifl^e unit doesn'r get the support it should and could have.
Rife,compa"y .o,TTulderi'and heavy machine-gun pla
toon leaders should find out what the other wanti d"&d"
on the best n-rethod, and go ahead. Cooperation is the onir.
ans\4,er.

In training we learned that the battalion defense is built
around the heavy machine guns. We were also taught
that the correct way to organize a defensive position was o.,
the foru,ard slope or 

^mi[tary crest of a hili. In that rva1,
rve u,ould have our final piotective lines set so that the
enemy u,ould be forced to attack uphill, and we u,ould
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