























































































































































































































Felton Camp Trains 50 State Fire Fighter Foremen From Fiv

Incre;asé’ in ‘The Brass’ Looks Over Plans _ Fire Crew Leaders Study Under Pines
Efficiency Coc _ o ,
Is Objective

By Frank N. Jones

Fighting fires in the red-
wood forests of California is a
mighty complicated task and
getting more so each year as
the state division of forestry
adopts and develops more scien-
tific methods of combating fires.

Gone forever are the days when
little was done about a fire until
it threatened to “burn up a coun-
ty.” For more than 25 years the
state division of forestry has been
striving to increase fire fighting
efficiency.

This phase, along with stressing
the importance of fire prevention
to the public, is a large part of the
work of all forestry employes from
Chief Forester De Witt Nelson at
Sacramento to foremen at the
scores of fire fighting installations
in the various counties throughout
the state. -

In Santa Cruz county since last
January there have been more
than 80 rural fires, largest of
which was the 60-acre Pine
mountain blaze over July 4 which
forced evacuation of-Big Basin
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district 5, of the state division of sionyof forestry, workers who are

forestry held a two-day fire camp hore 1. itich iore te B s % 4 A 4 t

? ght- Thursday and Friday did the Felton, associate ranger who was  listening to Instructor John Otter,
%?Sft:)v: ek}{)egg} rﬁ?ﬁgalfﬂ&v;ga%neér ing a fire than squirting a hose planning. They are (left) Carl ‘“camp boss;” and C. G. Strick- division forestry engineer. In this
Sterickl'and of the Monterey dis.tricf at a burning tree and these top  Albertus, assistant deputy state land, Monterey, deputy state for- outdoor classroom under the Pon-
headquarters, deputy state forester. officials at the Felton fire camp forester of Monterey; Lew Reese.  ester in charge of five counties. dergsaoé)ines (in. Grahlam t!ll‘g

“Fire boss’; at the camp was Lew ; 4 : o : road, er explains a layou

Reese, associate ranger_at Felton Veteran Cook Provides Chow At Fire Camp B & ity yIth e potiable
under Chief Ranger Les Gum. ? ackboard.
“Camp boss” was Ted Reeves, fore- i :
man of the Corralitos station. Other
officials included Carl Albertus,
assistant to Strickland who will be
remembered for his work at the
18,000-acre: Bonny Doon fire of
1948, and Leonard Chatten, Sacra-
.mento, an observer for Chief Nel-
son. ;
Thursday and Friday 50 men,
-most of them of the grade of fore-
man or above, took part in a train-
ing program under conditions sim-
ulating a large fire which would
necessitate action by 250 fire fight-
ers. It was on a 24-hour basis.

The underlying purpose of the
program, first of its type ever
held in Santa Cruz county was
to “train specific men for a spe-
cific job.”

Ranger Gum explained that in
the past local officials who are
familiar with terrain have had to
leave fire line fighting to men
from other counties while they stay-
ed back taking care of other opera-
tions.

The training gained at the Gra-
ham Hill camp should enable of-
ficials to exchange all jobs. At
future fires throughout the district
local men may get out on the fire
lines leaving such operations as’
co_mmumcatlons, supply, transport-
ation, maps and plans, and other ,g
oi'g&mzatlont to officials from out i R
of the county. 5 g

Forestry district 5 includes Santa| _ Feeding 50 husky men at a fire
Ciuz, Santa Clara, San Benito, Mon- | ¢AMP is nothing new for Chef
terey and San Luis Obispo counties. Charles W. “Doc” Shumway. Ever
San Mateo is not included as it is| SiBce 1913 he has been working

ne of ; ta | for various camps and has cook-
:vith oa ggl‘;vntg,oggeieiv;?detge ol ed for both the federal and state

forestry service. Here he is

Strickland said the Jlessons | Whacking off a slice of sirloin
Iearned here will be taken back | roast for Bud Lynch (left), Cor-
to other counties in the district | ralifos, acting transportation of-
with Ranger Reese acting as co- | ficer, and Richard Whiteside,
ordinator. Reese has been work- Sandy Point station driver. Along
ing on the plans, utilizing the with other things, the men ate 72
state fire manual, for nearly two | pounds of meat and 150 pounds
years. of potatoes in two days. (Another

Both Strickland and Albertus IR Taey It
gﬁd a good word to say for the 60
ys at Camp Ben Lomond, only
California Youth Authority camp in
the district. Strickland, commented,
:;I fe&l{ z gpeci:;l cgﬁamendaéion is
ue oys for their good work 1
on the fire lines in our district.” | S C S l'N
on the fire Tines in our dirit” anta Cruz Sentinal-News
iyltles and Saurp}&se (ff thée Felton
ire camp Strickland said it was
to prepare forestry officials for Sund Y A g 6 1950
“conflagration potential” a thought a 2 u uSt >
ever present in the mind of a state |
division of forestry worker. ‘
“Anything can happen, it has
happened, and will happen again,”
he concluded.
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